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$T. JAMES'S EPISTLE, - 
CHAPTER H. VERSE 26. 


FOR AS THE BODY WITHOUT THE SPIRIT is DEAD, $0 
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS 1S DEAD ALSO. 


E meaning of theſe words is, that 


as the body, without the ſpirit, or 
Preatb, is no more than a meer 
_ . carcaſe, entirely uſeleſs for the purpoſes of 
life, ſo faith without works is alike uſe- 


leſs for the purpoſes of ſalvation. Obedience 


is the proof of the ſincerity of our chriſtian 
profeſſion. The means of | ſalviltion is 


Cur1sT, the condition of receivihg it is 


the practice of morality. A very wicked 


man may be a believer, but it is the good 


man, who is the true chriſtian. Notwith- 


ſtanding it is the expreſs declaration of 


ſcripture, that without holineſs no man 


ſhall ſee the Loxp, ſome men, from an 


apprehenſion of leflening the glory of Gop, 
if they did not, aſcribe all to CuRIS, and 


exclaim againſt good works, and others, 
who acknowledge the obligation of obſerv- 
ing the laws of their religion, alledge vari- 


cus excuſes for their neglect: the one ima 
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SERMONS. 


add good works to be unneceſſary, the 
other looks upon the omiſſion of them to be. 
pardonable. To obviate theſe dangerous 
errors, is the deſign of this and the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, 


FIRST. 
Concerning that error, which treats good 


works as unneceflary, by aſcribing our fal- 
vation to the mercy of Gop, imputing 1 no- 


thing to our own righteouſneſs, 
It is undoubtedly true, that CR IST was 
our redeemer—that our ſalvation is the free 
gift of Gop—that all our righteouſneſs in 
his ſight is no better, than filthy rags—that 
our merit, whatever it is, cannot obtain 
for us the pardon of fin, nor procure for 


us everlaſting life. He certainly is no chriſ- 


tian, who thinks, or affirms the contrary, 
nor will he have any claim to the benefits 
of CnrisT's death, who doth not reſt his 
hopes on the ſufficiency of nis merits, and 
acknowledges the inſufficiency of his own. 
Though through the mercy of Gop we 
are ſaved, that mercy doth neither excuſe, 
nor exempt us, from the performance of good 
works. By grace, ſaith the ſcripture, we 
are ſaved, and, by the ſame ſcripture it is 
. aid; without holineſs ſhall no man fee the 
Lokn. 
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Lond. Through CnRIsr remiſſion of ſins 
and everlaſting life are offered. To whom? 
To the repenting, not to the impenitent 
inner. To. ſuppoſe a mana to be in a ſtate 
of falvation by having faith, and yet con- 
tinue in his wickedneſs, is to ſuppoſe, pro- 
fanely and blaſphemouſly, that with Gon 
the wicked and the good are both alike, and 
that he will make no diſtinction between 
thoſe who ſerve him, and thoſe who ſerve 
him not. When men are magnifying the 
mercy of Gon, they ſhould remember, 
that he is alſo holy and juſt; and, though 
ready to pardon the moſt abandoned u pon 
a ſincere unfeigned repentance, he can nei- 
ther permit the commiſſion of ſin, nor a 
continuance in it, with impunity. 

To attribute any merit to good works is 
finful, but they are neceſſary to be per- 
formed, becauſe they are made the con- 
dittion of out acceptance with Gop. We 
muſt both act and believe as a chriſtian, 


otherwiſe we ſhall fail of the chriſtian's re- 
ward, and meet with the ſinner's puniſh- 
ment. The inquiry at the laſt day will 
not be, what was our faith, but what were 
our works; not how we believed, but 
what we practiſed; not whether we ad- 
mitted the doctrines, but obeyed the pre- 
B 2 cepts 
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cepts of our Saviour; not whether we ac- 
knowledged the mercy of Gop, but proved 
| ourſelves by our actions worthy of receiy- 
ing it; vot whether we repented, but 
brobght forth works ſoirable to Tepents 
ance.” | 5 
The excelleney and greatneſt of Gov's 
mercy are not depreciated,” by inſiſting t op- 
on the neceſſity of good works, when we 
confeſs our ſalvation to proceed ſolely from 
him. The aſcribing all to faith, and ſo 
making void the obligation to the practice 
of morality, reflects diſhonour upon the 
holineſs 2 juſtice of Gov. To releaſe 
ſinners from the guilt and puniſhment” of 
fin Caxisr came into the world, not to 
pay. them an indvlgence to commit it. 
hey muſt leave their former conv: rfation, 
and become a new cttattre; for without 
ſanctification there is no juſtification, with- 
out converſion there is no redemption, with- 
out reformation there is no falvation. It is 
. abſurd to ſuppoſe, that men can be ſaved 
without obedience, and blaſphemy to af- 
ſert, that Gop will reward thoſe, who nei- 
ther honour, nor fear him. This is not 
comforting but deluding ſinners, not hum- 
bling them but making them preſumptu- 
ous through a falſe ſecurity; for that is not 
true 


. 
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true religion, which occaſions men to be 

indifferent in the practice of its duties, nor 

will that faith be productive of happineſs 

hereafter, which is not eee with 
neſs here. 

Truly to know Cunts r, is to Res his 
commandments. It is not faith in him, but 
obedience to him, that will adminiſter peace 
and comfort at the laſt. It is the practice, 
not the [knowledge of chriſtianity that muſt 
fave us. Many of our Lord's diſciples 
had faith, nay more, preached the gracious 
truths of the Goſpel, even worked miracles 
in confirmation of its divine authority, Cer-= - 
tainly, if faith alone could be effectual to 
the ſaving of the ſoul, they of all men were 
the moſt ſecure; yet at the day of judg- 
ment we find them to be excluded from the 
kingdom of heaven, Wherefore ? They 
were workers. of iniquity. In the ſame 
ſituation will all thoſe be, who, when they. 
eſtabliſh,the righteouſneſs of Gop, forget, 


their own, who plead his mercy, but per- 


form not the conditions of receiving it. 
The man, who ſaith, that there is ſalvation 
without CuR1sT, is an infidel, and he, who 
preſumes, to, aſſert, that good works are not 
equally neceſſary with faith, is worſe than 
3 an 


*. 


* 
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an wha, even worſe than a libertine. For 
the libertine allows, that holineſs is neceſ- 
fary to the chriſtian profeſſion, and he can- 
not be a chriſtian without it; without ſanc- 
tity of life and manners the knowledge and 
_ profeſſion of chriſtianity would be of no 
real benefit to him. He hath no diſlike 
to faith in CuRIST, being convinced of the 
; expediency and neceflity. of an atonement 
for fin; nor is he ſuch an enemy to him- 
ſelf, not to wiſh to partake of the mercy 
of God, from the conſciouſneſs of his want 
of it, yet is he unwilling to confeſs the one, 
or accept the other, becauſe he muſt add 
to his faith, virtue—to his knowledge, god- 
lineſs—to his hope in the mercies of 
CaR1sT, obedience to the laws of CHRIST. 
Tobe confident of falvation, unleſs that 
confidence is ſupported by an holy life and 
ſober converſation, is deceitful. He only 

bath a right to the benefits of chriſtianity, 
who fulfils the conditions of it, repentance 
of fin, and amendment of life. It is bold 
preſumption, in the ſinner to rely upon the 
mercy of God, whilſt he continues in his fins, + 
and madneſs to be afſured of his ſalvation, 
whilſt he walks in the paths, which lead to 
damnation. The deſign of God in ſend- 
| ; : | ing 
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ing his ſon into the world, was to furify 
mankind from their ſinful pollutions, and 
thereby to make them fit for that inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of heaven, which he 
will graciouſly beſtow upon them. Unleſs, 
therefore, they cleanſe themſelves from 
their wickedneſs, they are neither fit for, 
nor will be admitted into the kingdom of 
heaven; there being no entrance into the 
holy of holies without holineſs. - - 
Thoſe, who decry morality, and ſet up 
faith in oppoſition to it, are not much ac- 
quainted with the nature of their religion. 
Was not the practice of morality conſtantly - 
preſſed upon the conſcience of his hearers 
by our blefſed Lorp himſelf ? Did not the 
diſciples imitate their maſter, by inſiſting 
upon the neceſſity of the practice? Doth - 
not every part of the evangelical and apo- 
ſtolical writings prove the end of the chtiſ- 
tian religion to be, to make men pious and 
juſt? Have not CaRisT and his apoſtles 
poſitively declared, that none, except the 
virtuous and good, ſhall enter into happi- 
neſs ? This declaration is ſufficient to con- 
vince theſe men of their ignorance of religi- 
on, and of their folly in maintaining ſuch an 


opinion, 
B 4 . When 
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. when Irsus was aſked by the young 
man, What he ſhould do to inherit eternal 
life ? Was the anſwer, Believe in me ? No. 
Keep the commandments. || He did not in- 
fiſt upon faith in him, which, being a con- 
vert, he profeſſed, but required moral obe- 
dience from him. Hence we may infer, 
that good works are abſolutely neceſſary to 


ſecure future happineſs, and however pure 


our ſentiments of the doctrinal points of re- 
ligion are, we cannot, unleſs we ſincerely 
obſerve its precepts, be ſaved. 

In ſupport of this method of preaching 


faith in preference to good works, it is ſaid, 


that a ſound faith is always productive of 
good works. The aſſertion will not hold. 


Judas, Simon Magus, Ananias, Sapphira, 
the chriſtian prophets and workers of mira- 
cles alluded to by CHRIST, are inſtances 
ſufficient to prove its falſhood. St. Paul, in 


his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, hath 
clearly ſhewn the contrary. The paſſage 


is too long to mention in full, but he there- 
in affirms, that though he had all faith, ſo 
that he could remove mountains; though 
dhe could underſtand all myſteries, and all 
5 knowledge, and had not charity, that is, 
he love of God, (which St. John explains 


to 
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to be the keeping the commandmeiſſts of 
Sovp) it profited nothing. He concludes 
with ſaying, that ſuperior to faith and hope 
is charity, which never dies. Our good 
works live for ever. Faith terminates with. 
this life, and hope ends in fruition, but 
our good deeds aſcend up to heaven, and 
are had in everlaſting remembrance. 

Faith and good works are not to be ſe- 
parated. Faith is the abſolute means, good 
works the conditional means, of ſalvation. 
Unleſs we believe in CHRIS, we are with- - 
out hope; unleſs we keep his command- 
ments, we are without mercy. What can 
be more clear and intelligible to this point, 
than the words of St. James? What doth 


tit profit, my brethren, though a man faith, 


he hath faith, and hath not works; can 
faith ſave him? Faith without works is 
dead, being alone. Who will - preſume, 
after this declaration of the apoſtle, to af- 
firm, that believing alone is any thing ? 
Who will dare to ſeparate faith from good 
works; or ſay, that the profeſſion, with- 
out the practice, of chriſtianity is ſufficient 
for ſalvation ? Such an opinion is not leſs 


hurtful to government, than to true. piety, 


as it gives encouragement to men to be vi- 


cious 
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cious and diſhoneſt under the appearance, 
even the fanction, of religion. For it will 
be difficult to perſuade men, that it is any 
crime to injure their neighbour, when they 
may innocently offend Gop, nay more, be 
rewarded, inſtead of being puniſhed for it. 
But the admirers of faith may ſay, how is 
the declaration of St. James to be recon- 
ciled with this aſſertion of St. Paul, That 
we are juſtified by faith, and not by works? 
By comparing ſcripture with ſcripture we 
| ſhall eafily reconcile the ſeeming contradic- 
tion. This ſame apoſtle faith, That with- 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the LoRx PD; and, 
at the day of judgment men will be admit- 
ted into, or excluded from heaven, accord- 
ing as their works have been, good, or evil. 
Gop, faith he, will render to every man 
according to his works. And again, We 
muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
CuRISs r, that we may receive according to 
what we have done. Now in what manner 
are we to reconcile St. Paul with himſelf, 
as well as with his brother apoſtle St. James, 
who hath this advantage over him, in that 
his ſentiments are conſiſtent, and St Paul's 
ee ? 


The 
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The reconciliation may be caſily accom- 
pliſhed. St. Paul aſſerts, that juſtification- 
is by faith in Cur1sT alone, for falva- 
tion is the pure act of divine mercy for the 
ſufferings of Cux IST, and our virtue hath 
no merit to procure it. The apoſtle's 
aflertion was right and juſt, when arguing 
with the jews, who looked upon legal per- 
formances to be meritorious ; and judiclous 
and pertinent, when reaſoning with the 
heathen, who ſet too high a value upon 
moral virtue. Though he doth not aſcribe 
any merit to man, and frequently affirms, 
that he is indebted to the grace of Gop for 
all the benefits of the goſpel ſalvation, he 
no where ſaith, that ſalvation may be had 
without the performance of good works: 
on the contrary, he confirms the neceſſity 
of performing them, by declaring, that at 
the laſt day all mankind will be judged, 
and rewarded, according to their works, 
and a diſtinction made between the righte- 
ous, and the wicked. To the former Gop 
hath promiſed everlaſting happineſs, to the 
latter he hath decreed everlaſting miſery; 
the one the effect of his free gift, the other 
the reſult of incurable  obſtinacy. 80 
that St. Paul is conſiſtent both with himſelf 
and St. James, who addreſſes himſelf, 
| neither 
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neither” to the j jews, nor to the gentiles in 


particular, but to the n of chriſ- 


| 87 _— in general. 


- Surely, it is not enough, in order to be 
ſaved, for a man to believe, that he ſhall be 


ſaved, ſomething more is required of him, He 


muſt not only admit CHRIST to be his Sa- 
viour, but obſerve his commandments. He 
muſt indeed rely upon him for ſalvation, 
yet not neglect his duty to Gop. Though 
he allow: not the merit of good works, he 
muſt practiſe them, being by Gop the ap- 
pointed means through CaRrisrT of ſalvation. 
He muſt remember, that regeneration fol- 
lows redemption, and unleſs he forſakes his 
fins, he * not obtain the pardon 4 


them. 


By faith we believe Gos to be ds 
by good works we ſhew the ſincerity of our 
profeſſion, and ſecure the promiſes of Gop 
in CukIs r. God hath joined both together, 


ſo that to ſeparate them, is, either through 


ignorance, or defign, to pervert the ſcrip- 
ture. By joining both together, we leſſen 
not the mercy of God in pardoning ſinners, 


nor reflect any diſhonour upon his glorious 
perfections, holineſs, juſlice, and goodneſs. | 


SERMONS. 3 
To illuſtrate the nature of theſe docttines, 
| juſtification through faith and good works, 


by a familiar inſtance. The extending 
pardon to a rebel is a gracious act of the 


prince, he hath no merit to entitle him to 
it, his crime excludes him; yet this pardon 
doth not privilege him to be guilty of 'the 


ſame crime again, he muſt be obedient to 


the laws for the future, elſe, notwithſtand= 
ing the former pardon, he will ſuffer ; ſo 
God freely offers his mercy to ſinners, they 
have no claim to it, their wickedneſs makes 
them objects of his wrath, not favour, but 
then they muſt leave off from fin, which is 


the condition of receiving this mercy, other 


wiſe they are obnoxious to the panacea 
due to it. 

When it is ſaid in ſcripture, that faith 
is ſufficient for ſalvation, - it means none 
other faith, than that which is productive 
of good works; nay, good works charac- 
terize the true chriſtian: by this ſhall 
all men know, that you are my diſciples, 
if you keep my commandments. And this 
is the true faith required in the goſpel, 
which is always accompanied with good 
works, for without them there is no faith 
acceptable to Gop. It would be ſomewhat 

| flrange 
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ſtrange indeed, when we are required to 
love Gop: with all our heart, and to be per- 
fect as our heavenly father is perfect, that 
good works ſhould not be thought neceſſary, 
or be looked upon indifferent. The goſpel 
is ſo far from not obliging its profeſſors to 
be righteous, that they can never be righte- 

ous enough, nor love Gop too much. 
Solomon indeed ſaith, Be not righteous 
overmuch. This is a caution againſt running 
into a falſe piety, and a miſtaken devotion, 
it doth not cenſure true piety, which never 
can degenerate into hypocriſy, nor real de- 
votion, which can never fink into ſuper- 
ſtition. There is no ſuch thing, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, as being over righteous ; no ſuch 
thing as a man being guilty of exceſs in the 
diſcharge of his duty to Gop, It is an ab- 
ſurd and dangerous notion, that a man 
ought to obſerve a medium, and not ap- 
pear to be too pious and good, left he ſhould 
be guilty of ſuperſtition, or hypocriſy. Can 
a man be too wiſe, too honeſt, too juſt? 
Neither can he be holy and godly to exceſs; 
he cannot be too exact, nor too perfect, in 
his obedience to Gop. Doth the exerciſe 
of wiſdom lead to errour? No more can 
the practice of piety lead to folly. He that 
"6 
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is ſincere at heart, will never act the part 
of an hypocrite, and the man of ſolid vir- 
tue always entertains juſt, rational, and ex- 
alted notions of his duty, never falls into any 
thing mean, trifling, and unbecoming. 
When the manifold bleſſings, we receive 
from Gop, are conſidered, manifeſted in 
our creation, preſervation, and, above ail, 
and beyond all, our redemption; when we : 
reflect, that the pardon of ſin and everlaſting 
life are pure acts of divine mercy, that we 
of ourſelves could not procure either for our- 
ſelves, we muſt fear for our gratitude; ra- 
ther, than preſume, that we could be righ- 
teous overmuch, humbly conceive, that we 
cannot be righteous enough, Our zeal for 
the glory of Gop may be too cool and lan- 
guid, never too ſpirited and fervent. To ſay, 
that the practice of piety and devotion will 
make men ſuperſtitious and hypocritical, is 
to ſay, that the practice of virtue leads men 
to the commiſſion of fin, that honeſty is the 
inlet to knavery, and treaſon the handmaid 
of loyalty. What madneſs in ſuch talk ! 
What plea for, what encouragement to, li- 
 centiouſneſs! Let us not be deceived. As 
we can never do enough to evince our gra- 
titude for the mercies of Gon, ſo let no 
: ben 
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man perſuade us, that we can do too much, 


| Regard we not the baſe worthleſs imputa- 
tion of being too good; let us guard againſt 
the danger of not being good enough. 
 » Good works, ſay our believers, are apt to 
* uce ſpiritual pride and preſumption. 
What is this but to ſay, that the more holy 
and godly a man is, the worſe he is like to 
be; that in the purſuit of goodneſs he ap- 
proaches the nearer to wickedneſs, and 
pride, not humility, is the offspring of true 
and ſincere piety. If this is the caſe, it is 
ſafer to-be the finner, than the good man, 
and leſs dangerous to be wicked, than vir- 
tuous. Whereas, ſo far is the man of true 
piety and pure goodneſs from pride, that 
no man is more humble; no man hath a 
more juſt notion of his own un worthineſs, 
and a more grateful ſenſe of the divine mer- 
cy. That humility is not incompatible 
with good works, our bleſſed Loxo is an emi- 
nent proof; than whom none was more 
holy, none more humble. The righteous 
man doth not value himſelf upon the meri- 
toriouſneſs of his good works, but upon the 
performance of his duty to Gop. That cer- 
tainly is not humility, which acknowledges, 
and doth not forſake ſin; nor is that ſpiri- 
tual 
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tual pride, which rejoices to do good, and 
ceaſes to do evil. That man is little deſerv- 
ing of the grace of Gop, who reſts the 
whole of his religion in confefling himſelf 
to be a vile miſerable ſinner, and incapa- | 
ble of doing any good: 

If the good man truſted in his righteouſ- 
neſs, like the phariſees of old, as meritori- 
ous, he would be juſtly cohdemned of pride 
and preſumption, his religion would be vain, 
his piety downright hypocriſy. But cannot 
a man be virtuous and good, and not be a 
phariſee ? Cannot a man be more pious, or 
better, than another, and not be an hypo- 
crite? Is it pride in the good man, not to 
rank himſelf amongſt profligates? Is it pre- 
ſumption in him to be found walking in the 
ways of holineſs? Do good works dero- 
gate from the glory of Gop, or is any merit 
' imputed to them, when they are performed 
in obedience to his command; not as hay- | 
ing any ſaving merit in themſelves, but as 
the conditional means of ſalvation; not as 
producing, but entitling us to mercy ? To 
plead the righteouſneſs of CHRIST for our 
| juſtification, without our own conditional 
righteouſneſs, i is leaving that undone, which 

C ought 
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ought to be done, without which hopes of 
ſalvation are deceitful. | | 
2 may ſurpriſe, that inſtead of infiſting 

upon the practice of good works, there 
| ſhould be any occaſion to prove ſo clear and 
undeniable a caſe, the neceſſity of ſuch prac- 
tice; that in an age of luxury and diſſipa- 
tion men ſhould endeavour to relax, rather 
than ſtrengthen. the obligation to the prac- 
tice of piety and virtue, and that it ſhould 
be thought diſgraceful. for a miniſter to 
preach, what is ſo eſſential a part, and in- 
. deed the end of religion, morality: + | 

| Religion is calculated both for the hap- 
pineſs of individuals, and the general good 
of ſociety: and the practice of morality 
is abſolutely neceſſary both for the ſupport 
of ſociety, and the ſecurity of individuals. 


The diſtreſſes, evils, and miſeries in hfe, - : 


coccaſioned by the wiekedneſs of mankind, 
prove it ſo to be. 80 far then from it being 
not right to preach on moral ſubjects, that 
every miniſter, who would be deemed the 
friend of mankind, and is deſirous of pro- 
| moting the intereſt of religion, ought. We 
never knew a good man an infidel, but have 
heard of ſeyeral, in high repute for their 
4 ortho- 
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. ofthodoxy, bad men, and bad ſubjects. 
| Whoever therefore endeavours by fair rea- | 
foning to convince their hearers ef the folly be 
of ſin, and of the neceſſity of leading an 4 
holy. and godly life, is engaged in a work, 
that.deſerves no man's cenſure, on the con- 
trary every man's praiſe. The effects of | 
preaching faith, in preference to and con- * 
tempt of morality, were ſeverely felt in tha 
laſt century; and what ſort of chriſtians the 
hearers were, the hiſtory of thoſe times 
will inform us; no great honour to their 
religion, nor any ornament to nen na- 
ture. 
The deſign of chriſtiagley is to — men 
— as well as happy; to purify the ſoul, 
as well as to enlighten the underſtanding. 
One good deed is more valuable, than all 
knowledge; to obſerve and obey the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, far better, than to ex- 
plain and underſtand all myſteries, and one 
ſingle dram of honeſty of more real account, 
than even the faith of an apoſtle. , Specula- 
tive matters diſplay. a man's parts, but obe- 
dience alone ſhews the goodneſs of the heart. 
Errours in doctrinal points are pardonable, 
but vice admits of no excuſe; weakneſs f 
underſtanding, which is no fault, may o- 
C 2 * A ©  caſion 
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caſion the former, but the other proceeds 
from the heart, which is criminal in the 
fight of Gop, and man. The virtuous is 


every thing great and good, and without 
virtue there is no real excellency in man. I 
had rather be commended for my goodneſs, 
than applauded and admited for as non 
ö . my tiches, my power, my ' wiſdom, or 
even my orthodoxy. I am very. — 
that the good man, let him be found 
amongſt jews, chriſtians, turks, or heathens, 
will be ſaved, and without goodneſs no man, 
however excellent his profeſſion may ay 
can be ſaved. | 
Let men ſay, what they pleaſe, there is 


more difficulty in perſuading a perſon to be 
a" good liver, than a ſound believer. This 


is evident, not only from the number of 
chriſtians, whoſe faith is ſounds and morals 
are impure, - whoſe practice is contrary to 
their profeſſion, but alſo from the multi- 
1 tude of opinions prevailing amongſt chriſ- 
E tians. The ſeveral duties of the chriſtian life 
bought always, more particularly, when the 
licentiouſneſs of the age makes them ne- 
ceſſary, to be infiſted upon, for prejudices 
againſt them, not againſt the doctrines of 


TY, occalion men to become liber- 
tines 


tines, and infidels. It is _ to obviate ex- 
ceptions againſt the truths of religion, but 
difficult to conquer the finful appetites and | 
defires of men. It is much eaſier to con- 
vince the underſtanding, than to affect the 


heart; eaſier to diſtinguiſh truth from errour, 


than to ſubdue vicious, and eſtabliſh virtu- 
ous habits; eaſier to make a convert to faith; 
than to righteouſneſs; and therefore the 
inſtructing men in the knowledge of their 
duty, and recommending it to their practice, 
inſtead of being the eaſieſt, is the hardeſt 
taſk of the preacher. On which account 
the admirers of faith declaim againſt, and 
decline the ſubject of morality. | 

To make men chriſtians, the doctrines 
of chriſtianity are to be explained, but the 
principal bufineſs of the preacher is to re- 
form their manners. They muſt be'ſhewn, 
what it is to be good; the windings and ar- 
tifices of the human heart traced out; the 

various diſpoſitions and inclinations of men 
thoroughly underſtood ; 'their private, as 
well as public vices explored ; their ex- 
cuſes and pretences for their Follies exa- 
mined, and confuted ; their errours and 
_ miſtakes concerning their duty corrected; 


WET; the ſeeds of vice muſt be totally era- 
: C 3  dicated, 
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dicated, and thoſe of virtue ſown in their 


place. This is a work full of labour and 


difficulty, and therefore, as of old; ſo in 


theſe times men content themſelves with the 


mote eaſy way of preaching, in extolling the 
excellency of faith, and depreciating good, 


works, in bawling out damnation, and ſend- 
ing ſinners to the devil, unleſs they rely 
on faith alone for juſtification, and not in- 
ſiſting upon the neceſſity of practiſing good 
works, which, through ChRIST＋, is to ſe- 
cure to them the pardon of ſin, and . 


2 


By aſcribing « all to Gop, the free agency 


of man is deſtroyed, and conſequently the 


man, who cannot act, is not accountable for 
his actions, and a future judgment ap- 


pears altogether uſeleſs and ſuperfluous, 
| when good works are taught to be unneceſ- 


ſary. If good works are not | openly con- 


demned by the preachers of juſtification 
through faith, by infiſting that our whole 
dependance for ſalvation is upon faith, and 
by aſſerting, that Gop makes no account of 

them, their importance and uſefulneſs. are 
deſtroyed. Through the prevalence of im- 
morality, and the want of diſcipline in the 


bares: naps gains credit, and in- 
; creaſes. 
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. ereaſes. But let us not be led away with this 
_ . dangerous and damnable errour. If we con- 
ſult the ſacred volume, every page of it will 
convince us, 'that faith and morality are 
inſeparable, and to have hope in the mercies 
of Gop through CuzrsT, without repen- 
tance, and amendment of life, is vain, and 
deceitful. What religion declares, reaſon 
allows to be juſt, for as Gop is a being of 
infinite purity and holineſs, he cannot be 
pleaſed with, much more reward thoſe, 
who are wicked and impure. The creator 
cannot look upon thoſe actions with indiffer- 
ence, which his creatures hold in abhorrence 
and deteſtation, nor can what merits pu- 
niſhment from them, be the object of fa- 
vour with him. He is not a faithful mi- 
niſter of the goſpel, nor hath he a right 
knowledge of chriſtianity, who ſuppoſes, 
that he can pleaſe Gop without faith, or 
be accepted by him without good works, 
Without his mercy there is no ſalvation, 
without our obedience there is no juſtifica- 
A 


TO CONCLUDE, 


The apoſtle St. James hath aſſured us, 
that by works a man is juſtified, and not by 
faith alone. The evangeliſt St. John hath. 

C4 declared 
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declared, that at the laſt day, the dead, great 
and ſmall, will ſtand before Gop, and the 
books will be opened, and every man judged 
according to his works written therein. 
And a greater than either of them hath ſaid, 
that the righteous will go into life eternal, 
and the wicked into everlaſting fire. Take 
we then care not only to believe right, but 
alſo to act right, for though the gift of Gon 
is everlaſting life, the wages of ſin is eternal 
death. To be happy hereafter, we muſt live 
godly here; we muſt walk worthy of our 
vocation in all good works in this, if we look 
to receive the promiſes of Gop in the next 
World. r | 


% 
< 
3 


4 5 5 x 0 6 Fs . , | 7 
„ St. JAMES'S 


ST. JAMES'S. EPISTLE, 
CHAPTER I VERSE 26. 


72 . 
FOR AS THE a0 WITHOUT THE SPIRIT IS DEAD, 80 
FAITH nner WORKS 18 DEAN ALSO. 


AVI NG conſidered and conſulted 
that dangerous errour, which treats 


good works as unneceſſary, we now 


proceed to conſider and confute the other, 
no leſs dangerous errour of thoſe, who ac- 
knowledge the obligation of performing 
good works, yet excuſe their omiſſion of 


them. Though men are not aſhamed to 


commit ſin, ſin is ſo odious, that what they 
cannot juſtify, they ſeek to extenuate, and 
endeavour to leſſen the guilt of their crimes, 
by pleading, either their own weakneſs, or 
the infinite mercy of Gop, Theſe pleas, 


though condemed by religion and conſcience, 


are commonly urged as good and juſt, ſuffi- 
cient to excuſe . the omiſſion of duty, and 
the commiſſion of fin, Pleas of this kind- 
are very numerous ; we ſhall. examine the 
Principal, which if found wanting, others. 
of an inferior nature will have no weight: | 
| though it is the W Or to ima- 
| gine, - 
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gine, that when holineſs is required for ſal- 
vation, a man can excuſe himſelf from be- 


ing holy, and look upon himſelf to be in a 


ſtate of ſalvation. The examination of the 
pleas will ſhew, we hope, the deceitful- 
neſs of that ſecurity, which too many, who 
believe the divine authority of religion, and 
praQtiſe not its duties, flatter ages ney 4 


"with, 1 wholly rely upon. 


THE FIRST PLEA I'S, 
That we are men. 


This is, in other words, to plead, that 


ſomething more is required of us, than we 


are capable of performing. Are we not, 
as men, obliged to the practice of virtue? 
Do we not know, that goodneſs is eſſential 


to preſent happineſs, and that the gratifi= 


cation of - our vicious appetites and defires 


. tend to miſery? Are we not diſtinguiſhed 


from other created beings by the powers of 
reaſon -and conſcience ; reaſon to diſcover 
truth from errour, and conſcience to in- 
forms us of right and wrong? And is it 
not conſiſtent with human nature to live 
agreeable to their dictates? Is it unbecom- 
ing the nature of man to live honeſtly and 


virtuouſly ? Doth he'not-find by the con- 


eg ſequences 
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ſequences of ſin, that it is contrary to his 
nature to live in the practice of it? 
Me are, it is true, no more than men, 
yet we are to live like men, that is, like ra- 
tional and accountabie creatur We have 
laws ſuitable to the powers we have, and 
adapted to the ſtation we fill in the creation. 
Gop exacts nothing more from us, than we 
are able alſo to fulfil. To ſay, that we can» 
not perform his laws, and excuſe ourſelves 
from the performance, by pleading the 
frailty of nature, is to accuſe him of injuſ- 
tice, or ignorance, in impoſing them. He, 
who made. man, certainly knew what was 
in man, and therefore proportioned his laws 
according to the ſtate and condition of his 
nature.... He, who was ſo merciful to ſave 
him, when he deſerved puniſhment, would 
not have been ſo cruel and unjuſt to have 
exacted an obedience from 1 n 
could not be paid. | 
Voile as the plea is, it is common in 5 
mouth of every ſinner, when he ſins, that 
he is but a man. If this plea was allowed, 
every vice is excuſed, and every man juſti- 
fied in the practice of it. Neither nature, 
nor religion, however, will authorize it. 
Man is not by nature more inclined to evil, 
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than good; it is againſt his nature to tranſ- 
greſs his duty from the remorſe of conſcience 
and the ſenſe of ſhame, which accompany 
the firſt wanſgreſſion. Leſs countenance 
doth this plea receive from religion, for that 
adds to our natural ſtrength the powers of 
divine grace, which enable us both to reſiſt 
and ſubdue our vicious inclinations. Admit- 
ting therefore the plea'to be good i in a ſtate 
of nature, in a ſtate of grace it is invalid, 
though in either ſtate it is invalid. None, 
wicked men excepted, ever availed them- 
ſelves of ſuch frivolous pretences for wicked- 
gnneſc, and they, we imagine, rather to free 
themſelves from the cenſures of mankind, 
than from an opinion of its being juſt, and 
of any force with Gop. The exemplary 
piety and unblemiſhed virtue of thoſe, who 
; _ were not bleſſed with the light of the goſ- 
peel, had not the advantages, which they 
have, of the grace of God to aſſiſt them, 
will riſe up in judgment againſt, and con- 
demn them. They ſhew, what man is ca- 
pable of doing, and that the obedience re- 
- _ quired, is conſiſtent with his ability to per- 
form it. Forbear we then this deteſtable 
Plea, by which we offer an inſult to the 
Juſtice and goodneſs of our maker, and. not 


Juſtify, 
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_ juſtify, but condemn ourſelyes.. It may 

lefſen the infamy of ſin with man, will by 

no means excuſe the vicious in the ſight of 


Gop. All men are bound to obſerve his 
commandments, and for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe they are able to obſerve them. If 
they do not, the plea of weakneſs will be 

termed obſtinacy, and their continuing in 
ſin attributed to the pleaſure they receive 
from the committing, not to the difficulty 

We ee Ra 


"ANOTHER PLEA. 
To excuſe the omiſſion of duty i is, that all 
men fin, every man hath his faults, none 
is holy, none is perfect, no not one. 


| "Though perfection, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be- 


longs to Gov, is there no ſuch thing as 
perfection in man? If not, why do the 
ſcriptures require us to be perfect? If we 
cannot attain unto holineſs, why are we 
called upon to be holy ? If we cannot ceaſe 
from fin, why are we exhorted to righte- 
- ouſneſs, and to be fruitful in good works? 
Ik it is not poſſible to be pure and juſt, why, 


is it ſaid, that if we become not like to little 


children for innocency and ſimplicity of 


manners, we hall not enter into the king- 
dom 
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doth not commit fin. © Of what ſignifica- 
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dom of. heaven ? If the chriſtian cannot be 
free from fin, St. John was in an errour, 
when he ſaid, whoſoever is born of Gop, 


tion the moral precepts of the goſpel, if 
they are not to be obſerved? To what · pur- 
poſe are laws given, if they cannot be 


kept? Man therefore may be perfect, if 
the paſſages alluded to have any meaning; 
not in the ſame ſenſe as the ALMIGHTY, 


yet perfect in that ſenſe; the goſpel re- 
quires him to be. And the man, who doth 
not ſecretly indulge himſelf in any vice, who 


| fincerely repents of his faults, who honeſt- 
ly and affiduouſly applies himſelf to _ = 


knowledge and practice of his duty, who 

takes a' pleaſure in the performance of it, 
and. who never preſumptuouſly, not deli> 
berately, nor knowingly. tranſgreſſes i it, ſuch 
a man, we are of opinion, hath attained 
to the perfetion, which is attainable in 
this life, and to that perfection, which is 
required in the goſpel, without which 


hopes of happineſs are viſiouary, and deceit- 
| ful. 


Win the impoſſibility of arriving at ab= 
foluts perfection juſtify the ſinner in the 


ptactice of vice? Though man cannot be 
equal 
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equal in goodneſs with Gop, is he not to 


be perfect as man can be? Becauſe no man 
can be infinitely holy, juſt, and good, is 


any man therefore free not to be holy, juſt, 
and good at all? It would be an inſufficient 
plea in the mouth of a criminal for the 
fraud, violence, and diſhoneſty he had 
committed, to ſay, that gvery man had his 
faults. Every ſinner, who urges this ex- 
cuſe to extenuate his own guilt with Gon, 
would by no means allow it a proper com- 
penſation for the loſs of his property, or 


the injury done to his perſon. How then 


can he think it to be a ſatisfactory plea with 
the ALmiGuTy for his continuance in fin 
and wickedneſs ? | 

No man is upright before Goo; all men 


What then ? It is one thing for a'man to 
have ſinned, and another to live in fin, the 
former cannot juſtify any one in the prac- 
tice of the latter; for was it not poſſible 
to live without fin, we mean, without the 
practice of wilful, deliberate, and preſump- 
tuous fins, it would not have been made 
the condition of our acceptance with Gop. 


It is one thing to be abſolutely perfect, 3 


another to attain to perfection; it is blaſ- 


phemy 


* 


ſtand in need of mercy, for all have finned. 
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phemy to aſſert, that any one except the 
_ Dz1ry can be the former, yet every chriſ- 
tian, who. doth the will of Gop, revealed 
in the goſpel, may be the latter: And 
this is that righteouſneſs, which we are 
called to, and which, by the grace of Gop 
| embling us. we are ee een to 
1 2 pad e e ich 
rigs apht 8 Ln tY at 
| For: the omiſſion, of duty is, r Geb will 
not wh ſevere to 2 what ĩs done d 


* t is very gracious ws mer« 
chal, be extends his ſaving: grace to all, 
yet he expects, that they, who accept it, 
ſhould perform the condition of receiving 
it, namely, the obſervance of his command- 
ments. Surely, we are not at liberty to 
offend Gon, becauſe he is good, nor ex- 
empt from obedience to him, becauſe he 
is merciful. Why were laws given, if the 
performance is not neceſſary ? Wherefore 
is the ſentence. of eternal puniſhment de 
creed to the wicked for the neglect of them, 
if the wicked, notwithſtanding, are objects 

of his favour ? It ſhould. be ever remem- 
bered, that Gop is juſt as well as merciful, 

I and as in his ery he will paſs over the 
| weak- - 


Ladd . 


Hy weakneſs and infirmities of human nature, 


ſo will he in his juſtice puniſh the wilful 
and habitual branlgreſſot of his laws. , | , 
If the mercy of -Gop is admitted to ex: 
cuſe ſin, the recommendation of works 
of piety and goodneſs in the Goſpel was un- 
neceſſary. Whatever fooliſh men may think, 
no one will have any claim to the former, 
unleſs he practiſes the latter. Sin expoſed 
us to the ſeverity of Goy's juſtice; | bow 
then can it be ſuppoſed, that if we live in 
it, we ſhall be entitled to his clemency and 
| favour? Had Gon exacted juſtice from us, 
inſtead of extending mercy towards us, 
could we have ſaid, that he had not done 
right? And ſhall we now inſult his juſtice 
by preſuming upon bis mercy ? | 
By grace we are faved, our ſalvation i is 
the pure act of divine loye. Are we not 
then bound in gratitude to do every. thing, 
that may pleaſe Gop? Can we hope for 
pardon, whilſt we live in the practice of ſin? 
Shall we continue in ſin, that grace may 
abound? Gop forbid ! that we ſhould do 
any ſuch thing. Far be it from us to think, 
that Gop will connive at any ſin, conſent 
to, or allow of, the commiſſion of it with 
. Let us not ſolely confide in 
D N * 
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his mercy, but be ſtudious to approve our- 
ſelves deſerving of it by à ſober life and 
. good converſation. 80 far from thinking 
that we can be ſecure of ſalvation; by liv- 
ing in any even the leaſt ſin, let us bo 
careful to perform the moſt ſincere and 
unfeigged obedience to the laws of Gop; 
for though he is merciſul to forgive the 
true penitent his ſins, he will e 
wilt the wrong deer. ihn 5 
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ANOTHER PLEA 18, Mi 
That temptations to ſin are ſo Seen 
that it is ur — dur in- 
nocence. 9 
From this plea it wigke be ee 
chat there was nothing elſe to be met with 
in the world but ſolicitations to ſin, and. 
their power ſo great, that reſiſtance is im- 
poſſible. This is charging Gop with cruelty 
and injuſtice, by firſt preſcribing laws for 
man, and then placing him in ſuch eireum- 
ſtances as would render the tranſgreſſion of | 
them unavoidable; that he had more oppor- 
tunities to-tranſgreſs, than inducements to 
perform his duty, more incitements to do 
evil, than to do good. Alas! It is not the 


greatneſs of the temptation, but the. corrup- 
| of 
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tion of awicked heart, which occaſions us o 
offend. Gop's grace is more than ſufficient 
for us, if, inſtead of indulging, we endea- 
voured to oppoſe vicious deſires. Sin ac- 
quires ſtrength by our negligence, and we 
fall into the commiſſion of it, becauſe. the 
gratification is rather pleaſing, than hateful 
to us, conſequently it is highly abſurd to 
complain of the difficulty of maſtering temp- 
tations, when we willingly yield ourſelves 
up to them. In reſpect of temptations them- 
ſelves we are more active than paſſive, that 
is, we rather put ourſelves into the way of 
temptation, than ſuffer ourſelves eh 
ed] rather ſeek the means of don. 
than wait for incitements to ſin. f 
The root of all evil is within ourſelyes; 


agreeable to St. James, every man is tempt- 


ed, When he is drawn away of his own © 


luſt, and enticed. Man hath no body to ac- 
cuſe, but himſelf, for his folly. The temp- 
tation comes from himſelf, not from Gop., 
It is the moſt horrid blaſphemy to aſſert, 
that a being infinitely pure and holy can be 
the cauſe of fin. A being ſo merciful to 
ſave us, would not fruſtrate this gracious 
act. by putting ſnares in our ways to ruin 


. ſo far from it, that he hath promiſed 
mY 5 With 


| "= adultery being through ſurprize was 
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with the temptation to make a way for us 
to eſcape. If inſtead of exerting our power 


againſt, we ſuffer ourſelves to be led away 


by the allurements of ſin, we have no right 


to exclaim againſt the ſtrength of temptation. 


Temptations are more frequently from 
within, than without us. We rather ſoli / 


eit, than fall into temptations. - We 2 


entertain looſe and wicked thoughts; from 


thinking, we ate led to deſire; from de- 


| firing, we contrive means of gratification, 


and the means obtained, enjoyment follows. 
Thus, inſtead of being en we are our 


When we knowingly PAR thoſe 


0 where the vices we are inclined to, 
may be gratified, and aſſociate with ſuch 
company, who by their converſation and 


example concur with our vicious inclinations, 
theft are not to be called temptations, they 
are wilful and deliberate fins, for it can- 
not be ſaid, that we are ſeduced; when we 


| ſeuck ourſelves. The chief prieſts did not 


Folicit Judas to betray CxrIsT,' that was 
the voluntary act of his own baſe worthleſs 
ſpirit; he juſtly fell into a temptation, which 
the wickedneſs of 'his heart coveted. Da- 
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pardonable, but the murder of Uriah was 
premeditated, therefore he incurred the 
heavy diſpleaſure of the ALMIGHTY. Can 
the drunkard ſay, he is ſurpriſed into temp- 
tation, when he goes to a banquet of wine? 


Or the glutton, when he ſits down at 2 
feaſt ? Or the libertine, when he repairs to 
the houſe of uncleanneſs? Will the robber 
and murderer urge the force of temptations, 
when they procure for themſelves the inſtru - 
ments of diſhoneſty, and death? Theſe 
ſeveral perſons err not from the ſuperior 
force of temptations, but from the violence 
of their own. particular luſts: To which 
cauſe the wickedneſs of mankind is princi- + 
pally to be attributed. The difficulty of 
conquering temptations 1s to. be aſcribed to 
the perverſeneſs of our on · will, which in- 
clines us rather to indulge, than reſiſt vicious 
deſires; and the fins we commit, proceed 
not from ſolicitations abroad, but from an | 
evil concupiſcence within. When the heart 
| hath conceived miſchief, it naturally bring- 
eth forth -ungodlineſs ; ſo the good man 
aut of the good treaſure of his heart 
bringeth forth good things, who, though 
he may be overtaken in a fault, is never 
tha of wilful and preſumptuous ſins, and 
Db 3 always 
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always finds the grace of Go © powerful” 
enough | to withitand 5 noch ternpta®" 


tion. | #6 VAR 
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0 ANOTHER PLEA, i 
VT, en 
To excuſe the omiſſion of duty is drawn. 
EAT BAT from cuſtom. dg b Ve 


What the multitude doth, is ſeldom 0 
held to be wrong. It is not looked upon 
a {in to imitate example, eſpecially the ex- 
ample of ſyperiors. This is the principle 


_ cauſe of the” corruption of our motals, it 
gives a ſanction to wickedneſs, makes folly 


| excuſable, and ſeemingly juſtifies the com 


_ miſſion of it. In matters indifferent ſingu-" 
* Iarityi 1s odious, and juſtly” contemptible, but 
when a compliance with cuſtom affects re- 
ligion, and injures morality, it is highly 
criminal, for it cannot exempt us from the 


| obligation to obſerve the commandments of 


Gov ; though it may ſecure us frominfamy 
in this world, it will prove of no avail at 


- the dayof Judgment in the next. 
The practice of men cannot make what 


is wrong, right, nor what is wicked, 


good: it cannot make it lawful for the ſin- 
ner to tranſgreſs his duty, nor give him 
a privilege to commit the ei ay It 
1 MF * — re was laws of Gop, not 


by 
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by he »aRionsiof: mankind, * we are 
hereafter to be juſtified, or condemned; an 
obedience to the former will entitle us to 
everlaſting liſh, and a conformity to the 
latter, if vicious, will not deliver us from 
the puniſhment m. hath deſerv-x 
ed. If we look for ſalvation; we muſt not 
be conformed to this preſent world, agree- 
able to St. Paul's exhortation, we muſt re- 
nounce both it and its luſts: we muſt avoid 
the broad way, that being, according to 
Cur1sT, the way of the nn and 
wes: to deſtruftion. © ©, 

What God hath declared to be a fins the 
faſhion of mankind cannot render indifter- 
ent. A man may appear contemptible here 
by not acting on the fide of the multitude, 


he will not however find himſelf in the bet- 


ter fituation for it hereafter. /- Pride, luxu- 
ry, and debauchery are the faſhionable vices 
of the times, yet as thoſe who are guilty of 
them, are not excuſed in the fight of Gop, 
ſo neither will their practice juſtify others in 
an imitation. It is not in the power of wit 
to defend, nor quality to authorize, the 
tranſgreſſion of any of the divine laws. 
Vniverſality may palliate vice with fellow 
_ ſinners, not divert the wrath of Gop, | 
D 4 From 


6 S ER MON S. | 
From the common practice of exceſſive 
drinking, intemperance might be deemed 
no ſin, yet drunkenneſs is a vice by the 
laws of Gos, and though it be thought to 
reflect no diſgrace here; it will be condemn- 
ed at the bar of divine juſtice hereafter: 
And ſo will every action of man, that is 
7 not juſtified by reaſon, approved by con- 
ſicience, and warranted by religion. How - 
”  _ ever wicked people muy value themſelves 
upon a ſervile imitation of their ſuperiors, 
chere is no true honour, but what is found - 
cd on virtue, and the practice of our duty. 
Though ſinners may pique themſelves upon 
tie examples of higher rank, and hold 
themſelves privileged to be idle, effeminate, 
luxurious, and proud, becauſe they are ſo, 
and for the ſame reaſon to be fond of vain 
-- amuſements, indecent pleaſures, and gam- 
ing, they will find themſelves terribly miſ- 
taken at the day of judgment, when they 
will be in the ſame condemnation. The 
honour of ſinning like a lord, or a great man, 
will be a poot conſolation to the ſinner, 
when he is in torments with him. 
Jo lie, to flatter, to deceive, to impoſe, 
to over - reach, to ſupplant, if a man can in- 
cteaſe his fortune, or promote his intereſt; 
e +. are 
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are vile arts daily practiſed, and conſtantly 
_ attempted to be juſtified by this maxim, 
that it is the way of the world; and it cer- 
tainly is, but it is not the way of ſalvation. 
4 man may acquire an eſtate or title, may 
live i in affluence and ſplendour by this means, 
yet he mortgages his "conſcience, and bar- 
ters heaven for it, and when he hath obtain» 
ed his utmoſt wiſh, all that can be faid is, he 
Hhath gained the world, and loſt his ſoul. 
Let us not thegefore regard, what other 
men are, but conſult the ſeripture, and that 


will in form us, what we ought to be, for un- 


leſs their actions are agreeable to it, they 
will not be excuſed, nor ſhall we be juſtified 
in following their example. Sin is ſin, in 
whomſoever it may be found, and the ex- 
ample of no man whatever, however diſtin- 
guiſhed for his learning, his wealth, or his 
grandeur, can leſſen its odium in * "IR | 
on Gop, or authorize its practice. , 


ANOTHER PLEA. 


For the omiſſion of good works is, that men 
have not time to attend upon the duties of 
religion; they are ſo much engaged in 
Vorldly buſineſs, or their calling is of ſuch 


a nature, that they have not leiſure for it. 
The 
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petfon is anſwerable for the neglect. No 


Ff . 


5 The obſervance of the duties of chriſti- . 


anity is obligatory upon all perſons, who ac- 
knowledge the faith in Cux18T/ and every 


trifle nor profeſſion can be admitted as an 
excuſe from the practice of works of piety 


"and goodneſs, becauſe they may be practiſed 
N men, and it highly concerns evety 


man; who hopes for ſalvation through 


nnter, ſo to do. There is no calling nor 
14 profeſſion whatever, which ean take a perſon 
off from the performance of his duty. 


Even a courtier, whoſe ſituation is a great 
obſtruction in the exerciſe of piety, en 
not withſtanding, be holy and juſt. 
Daniel, of old, was not leſs faithful to 
bi prince, than ſincere and regular in his 
piety towards Gop: his affection for the one 
did not interupt his devotion to the other, 
and though the prime miniſter of a large 


extenſive empire he found no difficulty to 


ſerve his maſter, and had ſufficient leiſure 
from public buſineſs to praiſe and worſhip 
his creator. An amiable conduct this ! far 
preferable to that low cunning, baſe diſſimu- 
lation, ſervile flattery, and mean compli- 


ances, — which Freut men | frequently inft- 


nuate 
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nuate ce the favour of their fo: 
vereigns. n 
Military men are bind to ines their 2 

feſſion an excuſe for their neglect of piety. 
Conſidering how much more they are ex- 
poſed to danger, than other men, we ſhould 
rather ſuppoſe, that they would be more 
- holy. They have, however, leſs excuſe to 


plüead, becauſe their ſpiritual warfare is for 


the moſt pett of ſhorter duration, than other 
chriſtians. Devotion ſurely cannot be in- 
conſiſtent with perſonal courage, nor is the 
man leſs brave for relying not ſolely on his 
own ſtrength, but alſo on the Loxp of hoſts. 

Profaneneſs, impiety, lewydneſs, and i intem- 
perance are by no means the proper and 
neceſſary qualifications to make a good ſol». 
dier. David, who had as many military 
engagements as any prince, ſince his time, 
found no inconvenience from the practice of 
the oppoſite virtues; nor did his attendance 

upon the ſervice of the tabernacle, occaſion 
bim to neglect the duties of the camp. 
Me muſt bluſh at the weak excuſe of the 
worldly minded, that their attention is ſo 
deeply engaged in the affairs of life, as not 
ts have an hour to ſpare for devotion. Theſe 


men ſurely underſtand not the nature of 
their 


other neceſſary for our well being hereaſter. 
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their religion, which requires its profeſſors 
not to love this world; or from their aſſi- 
duity in bufiriefs imagine; that heaven, in- 
ſtead of being a place of rational enjoyment, 
is Aplace of commerce and traffick, World- 
ly buſineſs is not indeed to be neglected, nor 
is our chriſtian profeſſion to be diſregarded; 
the one proper for our ſupport here, the 


We are all alike partakers of the mercies of 
Gon, and we are all equally obliged to ex- 
Preſs our gratitude to him for them. Salvation 
is the grand object of every man's wiſh, no 
one therefore can excuſe himſelf from not ob- 
ſerving thoſe laws, which are to ſecure it 
to him. The man, who hath a multipli- 


ba.” eity of affairs on his hands, ought to be more 


' enutious and circumſpect, inſtead of being 
more remiſs and negligent in the practice 
of his duty, becauſe he is more expoſed to 
temptations, and more liable to tranſgreſs 
it. We never knew the man, ſo involved 
in buſineſs, that could not find time enough 
for his pleaſure and vanity ; if he will not 
worſhip his Gop, he meets with no ain. ; 
Er in "— his vaſts, þ..:5 
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For the omiſſion of duty is, that FOR 
pent of thrir ſins, they ſhall he ſaved. 

| Repentance is the condition of goſpel 
analog; yet for repentanee to be fatiſ- | 
factory, it muſt be accompanied with an 
amendment of life. But the repentance 
here pleaded for, is that, which is deferred to 
old age, or the time of death: ſurely this can 
not de ſatisfactory. It is a falſe ſecutity to 
found hopes of happinefs upon a few hours 
ſpent in prayer, upon à meer confeſſion of 
fins without one act of goodneſs,” upon ah 
acknowledgement of guilt 1 without one pious 
deed to evince the ſincerity of the penitent. 
The dying ſinner promiſes,” What he hath 
not the ability of performing, and the aged 
forſakes his follies, becauſe his appetite for 
them hath forſaken him. Reſtore health 
to the one, and give youth to the other. 
Would they refotm their manners? Would 
they become pious and good? Alas! ſerious 
thoughts and godly reſolvtions would” be 
again deferred to the ſame melancholy pe- 
riods. The ſorrow and contrition, then 
ſnewyn, ariſe from à fear of puniſhment, 
not from a juſt ſenſe of their guilt, and the 
— for virtue proceeds from a dread of 


divine 


996 ERM ON S. 
vengeance for neglecting it. No ſinner 
-canflatter himſelf, that ſuch à repentance is 
ſuffioient to atone * 
| (life... of yp Reine 3... 21 42887 1 ; 
| The caſe of os. ent chief indeed 
is urged in favour of the impenitent chriſ- 
dian- : He ſound it not too late to be ſaved 
at the very laſt hour; ſhould. he then de- 
ſpair ? The condition of theſe two perſons 
is widely, different. The thief, it is probable, 
neither knew our Saviour, nor his doctrines, 
before he was to ſuffer with him; not fo 
the chriſtian, the goſpel ; is in his hands, and 
Ae regards it not; grace is daily offered to 
bim, and he reſuſes to accept it; he pro- 
eſſes to, believe in CHRIS yet obſerves 
not his laws; he acknowledges ſalvation to 
be through him, yet performs not the con- 
ditions of receiving it, repentance of fin, and 
amendment. of life. Had this thief been 
in his ſituation, from his great faith in rely- 
ing upon a fellow ſufferer for ſalvation, he 
would not, in all probability, have been in 
that condemnation, therefore e was 
extended to him. 

The labourers in the 1 + Gag te- 
ceived a penny, the laſt, though he had 
done but little, equally with him, who had 

born 
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the heat and burden of the day, is another 
falſe teliance of dying ſinnets. The ſenſe 
of this parable is entirely miſtaken, it hath 
not reſpect to ſinners, but converts to chri- 
ſtianity, and the different periods of time, 
in which their conyerfion is wrought.” It 
lignifies, 1 that thoſe who are laſt called, or 
invited, to embrace the chriſtian faith, ſhalt 
be equally entitled to the benefits of the goi- 
pel ſalvation with thoſe, to whom it was firſt 
communicated; that both jews and heathen, 
who ſhall obey” that Gall, will alike par- 
take of the ſame gracious promiſes. Sup- 
poling the ſenſe of the parable: to be the 
contrary,” the caſe of the labourers and the 
dying ſinner is not ſimilar. It is indeed true, 
that theſe labourers worked only one hour. 
Why? becauſe no man had hired them; 
when hired, they worked, though; it was 
but for an hour. Now our chriſtian ſinner 
hath been hired to work even from his very 
birth; he hath been every moment of his 
life called upon to work out his ſalvation, 
and he acknowledges it his duty ſo to have 
done, yet he hath remained idle, that is, 
hath not diſcharged his duty to Gop, but 


lived in fin and wickedneſs ; and then offers 


his ſervice to CurisT, when, through ſick- 
£ neſs, | 


* 


a — = — — — 
Þ 4 4 — 2 5 wr; 
—— r, — . „ o 
K 
5 6 * 9 * * P _ 
N ö 
. 5 
, * .M 
1 


* EE IN" —— ma 
* 
1 


% ss ERNMONs. 


nels; he is incapable of working at all, and 
fooliſhly thinks, that the buſineſs of a whole 
A ame one ere Fade bo 
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"Fs us Ever GRE, 7 thar faith. with- 


. 


and that the omiſſion of them! is uopardon- - 


able in the. fight of Gop; that it will be in 
vain to rely upon the one for juſtification 
without the practice of the other; that we 


ſhall not be entitled to the merey of Gon, 


uoleſs we do thoſe things, which are deſer- 


ving of it, and to obtain the chriſtian's re- 


ward we muſt live, as the chriſtian ſhould, 


in all holineſs and godlinels, otherwiſe, the 
wages of fin, which is eternal death, not 
the gift of Gop, which is eternal lite. will 


. Win anode 
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ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE 
TO THE CORINTHIANS., 6 


CHAPTER XV. VERSE . 
LET ALL THINGS BE DONE DECENTLY, „ed . ORDER; | 


ſerved in the chriſtian church,' was 
| left unſettled by the apoſtles, and 
nothing of this ſort can be collected from 
the goſpel. Why? Their employment was 
to make converts to the chriſtian faith ; 
their buſineſs to preach repentance | to the 
people, and faith in CHRIST, 48 the 
means of obtaining remifſjon of fins, and 
everlaſting life. Chriſtianity was not, at 
that time, nor likely to have been, an eſta- 
bliſhed religion; inſtead of being received 
by any, it was perſecuted by every, ſtate. | 
Its. adverſaries the j jews, who were ſo on © 

account of their religious prejudices, and 
the heathen, who were ſo on account of 
their national religion, had their ſpies in 
every place, ſo that the meetings of chriſtians 
were in ſecret, and no form of worſhip 
could be 10 —_ Whatever form ob- 
| . tained, 


T H E mode of worſhip. to hs” os 
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_ tained, it was probably ſuch, as was moſt 
3 to the cuſtoms and manners of 
the people in the ſeveral different places, where 
the F N _ was preached, and > 
feſſed © 
Preaching in * infancy of chriſtianity. 
was more neceſſary, than praying. The 
benefits to be received from believing, and 
the evidence for believing the authority of 
bim, who was to convey them, were to 
De laid before the world. Mankind were 
-fo know, who CurIsT was, before they 
; Ebuld Have faith in him, and what his 
power, before they could rely upon his graci- 
ous promiſes, the pardon of ſin, and eternal 
fe. "Theſe things were beſt done by 
preaching and expounding the word of 
God, not by the moſt frequent or ene | 
praying. - 5 
Had not the abofites nada rea- 
ſon would have ſuggeſted, that a regard 
ſhould be had to decency in the perform- 
ance of ſacred worſhip... But is not a fixed 
mode of worſhip neceflary, becauſe none 
hath been preſcribed in the evangelical and 
_, 5poſtolical writings ? Is it poſſible to wor- 
Hip Gon without ſome form | ? Is not reli- 
| gious 
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gious worſhip fit, proper, and obligatory as 


a duty? How, and where, is it to be per- 
formed? We muſt meet ſomewhere, and 
vyhen aſſembled, what is to be done? Are 
we to fit mute, to ſay nothing? Abſurd, 
and ridiculous. Vet every man is not to 
ſpeak, what he thinketh; the conſequence! 
of which would be diforder and confuſion. 
The babling of ſome men ſhews, that it 
would be more for the credit of themſelves; 
and the benefit of their hearers; that the7ß 
could neither think, nor ſpenk, that they 
had no tongues, or their audience no ears, 
their diſcourſes being wild and itronerent, 1 
rhapſody of nonſence and abſurdities. 
All men are under an —— 6 
paying religious ſervice to the Di TV, their 
creation, preſervation, redemption demand 
ing it. But as all men have not a capacity 
for performing it, is not the eſtabliſhment 
of a rule requiſite, that the moſt ignorant 
and illiterate might know; how to pray, 
to whom he is praying, and for what he 
is praying, leſt he ſhould” pray amiſs? 7 In 
what manner is this to be done? By a ſrt- 
tled form of worſhip. No, ſay ſome- 
Why ? This is not praying with the SpIATT. 
It is granted. Is it not praying with the 
gs = - un- 
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the church, ſhould, notwithſtanding they 
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underſtanding? Extemporary effuſions, by 
the frequent pauſes and breaks, diſcover 
too much of human wit and artifice. Vet 
this is pleaded for as the beſt way of pray- 
ing, when neither he that prays, nor he that 


| anſwers Amen, know what is going to be 


prayed for. Very wy 7. ee 4 
comfortable | Y . 
Prayers are allowed by all parties to be 


neceflary, becaaſe all parties uſe them. It 


may ſurpriſe, that thoſe, who diſſent from 


uſe them, yehemently exclaim ' againſt 
and condemn both it, and them. Is not 
this exclaiming againſt and condemning 


themſelyes ? The reaſon, however, is ob- 


vious. The prayers of the church are not of 


their framing and compoſing. What whim- 
_ fical mortals we are. Prayers in the 


church ſhall be called forms. In the meet- 


ing; what? Not forms. How pertinent 


and juſt! In one ſenſe indeed right, if by 
a form of prayer we are to underſtand a de- 
cent and regular method in praying. This 
is apparent from the frequent periods and 


tedious pauſes, occaſioned by a want of 
85 857 . of 1 and difficulty 


of 
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of expreſſion. If their prayers have none 
of theſe blemiſhes, they are ſtudied ; and 
if ſtudied, wherein do they differ from a 


precompoſed form? Wherein do they dif- 
fer? Greatly. Our precompoſed form was 
the production of a number of wiſe, ſaga- 
cious, and pious men. We freely confeſs, 
that they had not the HoLy GnosT, nei- 
ther did they deliver themſelves in this 
matter as the SeiriT dictated; yet we can- - 
not help being of the opinion, that their 
human compoſitions are far more excellent, 
have fewer defects, and breath a freer ſpi- 
rit of piety than thoſe, whoſe authors pre- 
tend to a divine power. If their prayers 
are to be attributed to inſpiration, we wiſh, 
for the credit of revelation, that we could 
ſay with the Epheſians of old, that we had 
not ſo much as heard, * chere Was 1 
Hory Gnosr. 

What an unaccountable thing is preju- 
dice! It darkens the underſtanding, and 
poiſons the judgment; it even claims to 
itſelf a merit from cenſuring thoſe faults 
in others, which itſelf is guilty of. It may 
here be retorted upon us, and ſaid, Are 
you free from prejudice? Do not you en- 

ter tain too high an opinion of the excellen- 
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cy of your mode of worſhip? We, plead 
not perfection in our form, yet aſſert, and 
nat without reaſon, and agreeable to the 
general practice of mankind in all ages, that 
a fotm of prayer is abſolutely neceſſary. 
To give it no harder name, is it not highly 
indecent to addreſs the majeſty of heaven 
by ſudden. ſtarts of thought ? Would it not 
be accounted the greateſt inſult and indig- 
nity, not to addreſs a prince in the moſt 
elegant and elaborate language ? The palace 

might diſpenſe with leſs ſolemnity, and leſs 
_ familiarity in the temple would be „ 
mn 1 3 
The — hu . wants and ne- 
L ceſities of mankind. are to be expreſſed by 
prayer. Should not the, prayers delivered 
comprehend all thoſe wants and neceſſities? 
Can extemporary. prayers do this? Impoſſi- 
ble. Vet the various requeſts of the afflicted 
and diſtreſſed ſhould be offered up to the 
ALMIGHTY, What more effectual to an- 
{wer this purpoſe, than a compoſed eſtabliſh- 
ed form; by which all the known accidents 
and misfortunes, the different diſorders and 
diſeaſes both of body and mind, may be ex- 
preſſed in terms clear, | intelligible, and 

8 * in a: ſtile becoming 2 
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treature praying to his CxxATOoR. But is 
not this confining and reſtraining the gift 


of prayer? No. It is bringing the extra- 
vagance of fancy, and the pertneſs of ima - 
gination, into ſubjection to the laws of ſenſe 
and reaſon. Allowing, what it will be dif- 
ficult to find, that this gift of prayer is en- 
joyed by ſome, how is the want of it to be 
ſupplied in thoſe religious aſſemblies, Who 
boaſt not of having this gift? Moſt certain- 
ly by making uſe of a preeompoſed form-. 
We know not of any religion, that hath 
not had a particular form of prayer, not only 
for the inſtruction and aſſiſtance of the weak 
and ignorant in their devotions, but that the 
praiſes and petitions of the worſhippers 
might be expreſſed in the moſt pious and 
ſenſible manner, ſuitable to the dignity and 
majeſty of the Deity worſhipped. With 
- out an eſtabliſhed rule order in ſacred wor- 
- ſhip could not be preſerved. We fay not, 
that every one is obliged to obſerve that rule, 
whoſe conſcience will not permit him. 
Though he would do well, before he pleads 
his conſcience, to ſee if it contains any thing 
impious or immoral ; conformity in that caſe 
would be ſinful. Conſcience may be made 
to ſuit any purpoſe, When a man hath a 
: E 4 mind 
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mind to be whimſical, he alledges, in juſti- 


ſcience. Some have ſuch ſtrange conſcien- 
ces, that they make a conſcience of being 
wicked, the greater their fins are, the great- 
er is their - merit with CnRIST, and their 
ſhame is their glory. If we were to judge of 
the nature of conſcience by the actions of 
mankind, we ſhould treat it as a non entity, 
or conſider it as a cloak for every kind of vil- 
lainy ; for not in excuſe, but in vindication 


ol the moſt horrid crimes and abominable 


ſins, it hath been pleaded. 

Conſcience. is not enſlaved, nor oppreſled, 
whilſt every man is permitted the liberty to 
think, and determine for himſelf.  Notwith- 
ſanding the civil power hath a right to eſta- 
bliſh a mode of worſhip, it cannot compel 
any of its members to receive it, yet as they 
are left free, to worſhip Gop their own way, 

and to enjoy their own principles undiſ- 
turbed and unmoleſted, they ought not, nor 
can they juſtify themſelves in reaſon, nor 
by what they plead conſcience, to oppoſe or 
depreciate the eſtabliſhment, When the 
eſtabliſhment was ſubverted in the laſt cen- 
tury, was religion the better for it? The 
ane of ſectariſts that followed upon 
Te the 


fication of what he intends to do, his con- 
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the ſubverſion, each clamorous for liberty 
for themſelves, each endeavouring to enſlave 
the other's conſcience, by compelling a ſub- 
miſſion to their own particular opinions, 
ſhews: Whoſe furious and intemperate zeal, 
whoſe reſtleſs and turbulent ſpirit, even a 
Cromwell, though a petfect maſter in reli- 
gious intrigues, and of the moſt unſhaken 
and undaunted reſolution, knew not how 5 
to reſtrain, to manage, to gov ern 
We are not, however, ſo bigotted to out 
profeſſion to aſſert, that the church is ab- 
ſolutely pure, free from the leaſt imperfec- 
tion, and incapable of improvement, No- 
thing human can be perfect. Infallibility 
belongs not to man. The church, we be- 
lieve, is willing to go on to perfection, and 
to remove every thing that may be offenſive, 
or diſguſting, to the truly religious and con · 
ſcientious. Yet we cannot be of the opinion, 
becauſe ſhe may be wrong in ſomething, 
that ſhe is right in nothing; her ſervice 
wholly exceptionable, an humiliating cir- 
cumſtance! and ought to be entirely 
changed, an hard ſaying! Woe cannot 
think ſo meanly of the wiſdom and piety of 
our anceſtors, to look upon our form of 
worſhip to be ſo imperfect as to want, or 
require, 
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require, fuch à Change. It is too great 4 
condeſtenſ ĩon to ſubmit our worſhip to be 
wholly 'modelled according to the will and 

humour of dur opponents. This hiſtory 
acquaints us was inſiſted upon in a confer- 
ence of doth parties, when met to conſidet 
of ways and means towards accompliſhing 
an union. When the terms were ſo high, 


v : $8 it cannot ſurpriſe, that the conference 


ſhould prove fruitleſs, and the breach, in- 
ſtead of being cloſed, widened. A private 
perſon, much more à collective body of 
people cannot ſign themſelves fools and 
blockheads,' in compliment to perſons not 
of ſuperiot ſenſe and underſtanding, * 

equally fallible. | Aj 
Our manner of worſhip, ſay our diſſent- 

ing brethren, is the fame thing over and over 
again, True; otherwiſe it would ctaſe 
to be a form. If it is good, the ſameneſs 
is not injurions to, but ſerviceable in the 
promotion of piety and devotion, which 
ſhould be kept fixed, and not permitted to 
wander. However, if variety pleaſes, our 
worſhip is not in the leaſt deficient. Are 
there not exhortations, confeſſion, abſolution, 
hymns, pſalms, leſſons, pſalmody, creeds, 


e prayers, 2 litany, com- 
mandments, 
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mandments, epiſtles, goſpels, ſermons, and 
ſacraments? Is not the matter of each dif- 
ferent? Do not the people alſo bear an 
equal part with the miniſter in moſt of the 
ſervice? Are they admitted ſo to do in the 
meeting ? Are extemporary prayers diſtin- 
guiſhed by any conſiderable variations ? - Is 
there not a ſimilarity in the expreſſions, un- 
leſs any national good or evil, any public 
benefit or calamity, may occaſion an alter- 
ation? In theſe extraordinary caſes the 
church hath a peculiar ſervice diſtinct from 
the eſtabliſhed forms of prayer.. 
The ceremonies, ſo much cenſuted, are 
not intended to convey any divine graces, 
nor do they make thoſe, who uſe them, 
more holy, nor are they reputed better, 
than thoſe, who omit them. They were 
inſtituted for the decent performance of ſa- 
cred worſhip. The man muſt be weak in- 
deed, who attributes the leaſt merit to them. 
Is it poſſible to perform our devotions with- 
out ſome ceremonies? Do they, who rigid- 
ly condemn them, uſe none? The fewer 
and more ſimple they are, the better. Our 
church is not faulty in this reſpect. They 
are innocent, and in number few ; not, like 


8 papiſts, infinite and ſuperſtitious, nor 
obſerved 
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obſerved with that preciſeneſs and exactneſs, 
⁊s if it was a matter of conſcience, and me- 


ritorious to obſerve them. We cannot there 


fore ſee any ſinfulneſs in the uſing, nor 
any lawfulneſs in the diſuſing them. It 
muſt be a weak conſcience indeed, that is 
offended at ſuch things, and to uręe it as a 
juſt plea for ſeparation, isnot a proof of good 
' ſenſe, There would be no infringement of 
human liberty, no injury offered to human 


reaſon, no diſtreſs of conſcience; if obedi- 
ence, was, which it is not, required. baba) 


But they are popiſh ceremonies, there- 
fore it is ſinful, and it certainly would be, 
if they were impious and profane, to uſe 
them. Though we are no friend to the 
abſurd doctrines of papiſts, we cannot con- 
ceiye ſo ill of them to think, becauſe they 
are obnoxious to cenſure. in many things, 
they merit not cammendation in any thing. 
There is no religion whatever, that hath 

not ſome-rites and ceremonies, which can 
reflect no diſhonour, nor diſgrace, upon 


the profeſſors of the pureſt and beſt religion 


in the world, to imitate. Have we retain- 
ed any idolatrous and ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
nies ?, Is it a crime to uſe thoſe, which are 
not, o 2 If things, innocent have been 
abuſed 
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abuſed to ferve-unlawful purpoſes, wherein 
is the ſinfulneſs, when purged from their 
abuſe, and reſtored to their primitive in - 
nocency and fimplicity, to uſe them again? 
No reflection can ariſe in learning - wiſdom - 
Itis certainly commendable and praiſe wor- 
thy to follow the example of _— man uy 
what is right, juſt, and good. 
Theſe perſons, who are loud "ey bei 
in declaiming againſt popery, and fo violent- 
ly cenſure us for adopting popiſn ceremonies, 
are moſt certainly 2 the ſame charge 
themſclves. -+ It is the common misfor- 
tune of mankind to ſee another's fault, and 
to be partial to their o.õn; to condemn 
thoſe things in others, for which they are 
equally blameable. Our diſſenting brethren 
will have no fellowſhip with the eſtabliſhed - 
church, Why? It is popiſhly inclined, 
Be it ſo. Have they any diſlike to hold com- 
munion with the pope himſelf? It is im- 


poſſible. Certainly” true. To receive the 


ſacrament according to the church of Eng- 
land kneeling, is rank popery. What is it 
to receive it ſitting, as his holineſs doth?ꝰ 
Not popery to be ſure. Let thoſe, whoſe 


concern it is, reconcile their cenſure with 
3 their 
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their behayiour. For our part, we cannot 
— reaſon: for the leaſt oftende being: 
— to be — — den 
cent. Permit us to obſer ve, that the ad- 
— the bread and wine-ſeparately' 
to each communicant in the ſolemn form of 
words uſed by our church, is fac ſuperior 
to that coarſe and ſpititleſ; manner practiſed 
by diſſenters; 97 2 dee —4 
jagd ent e tas antonio 
allowing sum barebentpodible; Soak! 
it have been prudent” and//diſcreet/ in dur 
reformers, in the infancy of reformation; / 
to have laid afide; indiſcrinũnately all po- 
piſhi+ ceremonies, tenets, and doctrinks, 
good ot bad, innocent or ſinful? Such 
 procetding* would have looked more like 
to ſtate policy, a diſlike rather to the 
papal: authority, than a matter of con- 
ſcience. Ho were the common people 
to be prevailed upon to trnbunce po- 
pery, and embrace proteſtantiſm? Po- 
pery they and their anceſtors; time imme 
morial; had been accuſtomed to reverence. 
Opinions of long ſtanding are with difficul- 
ty altered - Was it not neceſſary therefore 
Le rata change eaſy, by diſtinguiſhing | 
between 
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between the good, and bad, retaining * 
was right, and giving up what was Wrong? 
Would it not be imprudent ko \bejet al he 


doctrines of popery, becauſe many of them. 
are highly abſurd and impious ? Ts it "leſs 


imprudent to reſect all the populh..p Prayers. | 


and ceremonies, becauſe many of them ha; 


been uſed to ſerve the purpoles, of ic "idolatry 
and ſuperſtition? .. The role is, not less ka- 


grant, becauſe encomp: with th ns. 
The huſbandman doth. not deſtroy 75 


becauſe of the tares growing, amongſt it; 

he waits, till the time of harveſt, when be, 
ſeparates the. one from the other, . Gold i 
not the worſe for a little ruſt, nor. a pearl 
the leſs valuable for, being taken off a dung- 
hill. Such reaſoning as above would carry 
us. ſomewhat. too far, even to a renunciation 


of chriſtianity. Hath not the papiſt made 
as bad uſe of the name, as the croſs. of; 


CHRIST ?. Hath not the word of Gop en. 


as much perverted, as his worlhipabuſed by. | 


him? The diſſenters, it is hoped, do not 
look upon the word of Gop to be leſs true, 
nor Cunx lis r leſs the author of ſalvation, 
notwithſtanding ſuch peryerſion, and abuſe. 
If the eſtabliſhed church maintained any 
fundamental errour, and its modes of wor- 

| e 
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ſhip were repugnant to the laws of Go! pb, 
TR. to ſenſe, or inconſiſtent with 
a ſeparation would be more Juſtifi- 
an it is at preſent. 

The antiquity of forms of prayer admits 


of 1 no diſpute. * The surREMRE BEING, by 
his permiſſion of the jewiſh ſervice, de- 
clared his approbation, and out Loxp's con- 


formity confirmed the lawfulneſs, of the 
eſtabliſhment. "Can any man's judgment. 


be impeached, or his conſcience offended, 
by an imitation of ſuch an example? To re- 


. 


ligious inſtitutions, founded on law, being 


free from impropriety and abſurdity, con- 
taĩning nothing unreaſonable or unſcriptural, 


whatever the plea may be in conſcience, 
there is none in reaſon againſt conformity. 
"If the charge of popery could be made 


good, a ſeparation would be juſt; it would 
be ſinful to conform. The ſevere perſecu- 


tions the reformers and compilers of our 
liturgy ſuffered from papiſts, were no proofs 
of their having been ſtaunch freinds to po- 


pery. It is a ſtrange way of a man's ex- 


preſſing his love for his friend by fines, by 
impriſonment, by tortures, by death. Diſ- 
ſenters accuſed them of favouring popery, 


and the papiſts, having the power, threw 


them 
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i des fire for being Proteftants Whit - 


love this for a man towards his. boſon 
friend! Would our brethren chooſe to ex- 
perience ſuch inſtances of friendſhip? Their 


policy however was right, they knew, that 
force might, but anal could not, and 
we truſt never will, be able to ſubvert he 7 


doctrines and diſcipline of our church. 


We would briefly aſk, wherein are we the: Ii | 


favourers of popety ? Do we preachibÞ n 
im: plicit faith? Do we acknowledge the 


Pope 's infallibity, and ſupremacy. 2. Do: we. 
old i it right for him to, depoſe. princes, Cc. 
to abſolve their ſubjects rom | lawful obedi- + 
ence? Do we admit the docttide of tran- 
ſubſlaritiation-? Do we countenance auri- 


cular confeſſion? Do we treat any tradi- 


tions of equal authority with the ſcriptures ? 


Do we pray to the virgin Mary, to, ſaints,” 


to martyrs, to angels, to intercede for us? 


| Have we any indulgences, any purgatory, 
for the eaſe and relief of ſinners? Are: our 
churches ſanctuaries for thieves, and mur- 
derers? Are maſſes allowed for departed | 
ſouls ? Is abſolution to be purchaſed by a 


bribe, or gift? Do we look upon thoſe, who: 


r from us, to be in a ſtate of damnation, F 


conſider ** to be lawful, and the 


murdering 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the murdering them to be | meritorious? 
Surely thoſe men could not have been in 
_ earneſt, or muſt have been ſtrangely miſ- 
taken through the violence of their . zeal, 
who. accuſed the church of England with 
betting, or countenancing, poper . 
To return to our liturgy, from which, 
we hope, this hath been no unpleaſing dir 
greſſion. To conſider every part of it, 
ſeparately and diſtinctly, its excellency and 
worth certainly merit. What A volume 
however would ſcarce compriſe, is not to 
be done in theſe limited diſcourſes: It hath 
been ſufficiently done by ſeveral eminent 
and learned perſons, to the comfort and ſa- 
tisfaction of the candid and pious, with 
others they had no concern, ſome general 
obſervations therefore may ſuffice. | 
The rites of our church are only two, and 


of divine appointment. The ceremonies 


few and ſignificant. The manner of per- 
forming the ſervice decent. The language 
ſuitable to the different acts of prayer and 
thankſgiving. The ſentiments and ex- 
preſſions borrowed from, or conſiſtent with, 

the ſacred writings. There is not any thing 
improper or ſuperfluous, ſuperſtitious or 
idolatrous, ee the 1 


. 
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The fotm of prayer itſelf is ſhort, clear, 
comprehenſive, full, perfect. So ſhort, _ 
that any perſon may learn it; ſo clear, 
that every one may underſtand it; fo com- 
prehenſive, as to include in it all our wants; 
ſo full, that nothing can be added to it; fo 
perfect, that little is left to be altered in, 
leſs to be taken out of it. It is ſo regular 
and well connected throughout, that it can- 
not ſuffer any omiſſion, or permit any 
alteration, without defacing and injuring 
the beauty and ſymmetry of the whole. 
Every part of it naturally follows from the 
preceding; and the matter is ſo compoſed, 
in the different acts of devotion, as to keep 
the attention awake, and prevent the mind 
from wande ring. n 
: How ſuperior to the meeting in this reſ- 
pect is the church. The ſenſe of every 
prayer in the latter is known and under- 
ſtood, therefore can be aſſented to, and 
accompanied by all, who hear it: the ſenſe Bo” 
of the former's extemporary prayers is un- | 
known, and, when delivered, not tho- 
roughly underſtood, With what propriety 
then can the people accompany the miniſter, 
or give a reaſonable aſſent to the petitions 
offered up? And if the extempor iry pray- 
WY 2 | ers 
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ers ſhould be lang, Which they often are, bh 


the more ſenſible part of the * recol- 
' Ie& little, the ignorant remember nothing. 
How ſenſible the worſhip! How fervent 
mult the devotion be! 

In the ſervice of the church the people 
are both hearers and doers of the word; in 
the ſervice of the meeting the. miniſter is all 
in all, the people, pſalmody excepted, are 
excluded. Is this righi,? Should not every 
one who attends, bear a part in the public 
_ worſhip of Gop ? Is it not juſt, that the 
people ſhould, equally and in ſome parts 
jointly, expreſs their praiſes and thankſgi- 
vings ? Are they not in gratitude bound to 
do this, for their creation, preſervation, 
and redemption, being equall — partakers of 
thoſe divine bleſſings? Are they not alike 
intereſted in offering up prayers to the 
throne of grace for the pardon of their ſins, 
and a, ſupply both of their temporal and 
ſpiritual wants? In the meeting, how ate 
theſe things to be done? Can they offer up 
prayers, when they are commanded to be ſi · 
lent ? Is the miniſter enabled to pray for them 
when he knows not what the requeſts are? 

Let us add to this conſiderable advantage 


| of knowing in what manner we are to pray, 
another, 
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mother, not leſs, that of hearing the word: 
of Gow read, highly uſeful for the inſtrue- 
tion and edification of every one; more par- 
_ ticularly the poor and/ Ifiterate, who have 
not neither the ability, nor leiſare; to reud for 
thetnſelves. © The doctrines of the'preacher, 
if conſiſtent with revelation,” canndt be 
deemed: of equal authority, nor deſerve 
me fame credit, nor ſo ſtröngly oblige the 


cConſciencr-. The received word! of Go 


mtry be lafely admitted, without hefitation, 
without ſuſpieion, without difttuſt# the 


expoſſtors of it are to be attended to wilt 


cautlon and reſerve; it is abfſblutely nece(-" 
ſiry, left the people ſfiould be, as they t667 
often have beth, inipoſed upon, anck de- 
ceived; and the others wilfully or ignorant-" 
ly miſtaken. Infallibility belongs to God' 
alone. It muſt” be atlowed, that' there is 
more ſatisfaction in hearing the comfortable 
truths, of chriſtianity from the mouth of 
Gon, than references to it by the preacher: 
in the former 11 we have nothing more 
to do, than apply to our hearts, What 
is addreſſed to our underſtanding; in I 
the latter we muſt conſider” the” integrity 
and veracity of the preacher, compare what 
we hear with the ſcripture, before we can 
F ks yield 
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_ yield a full aſſent, or it can have the proper 
influence upon our conduct. _ the 
weak and ignorant cannot do, | 
1 there any one ſo dull and "ſtupid, who, 
can bear and repeat the pſalms, with, / 
out having his devotion excited, his affec- 
tions; warmed, his piety inflamed? What 
a variety of matter do they contain, ſuita- 
ble to the ſtate and condition of every Wor- 
ſmipper: they enliven and ſtrengthen hope; 
they remove and diſſipate fear; they awaken 
our gratitude, and provoke fervency in acts, 
of prayer. How heavy, cold, and languid 
muſt be the affections both of prieſt and 
people, which the noble and ſublime ſen- 
timents expreſſed in that divine hymn, cal - 
led te Dzvm, FOR, move, warm, * 


rene en 
The litany, is a a moſt excellent form. of 


deprecation and ſupplications adapted to . 
every ſituation in life. There is not a want, 
diſorder, calamity, | misfortune, evil, or 
good, public or private, ſpiritual, civil, or 
temporal, that can poſſibly happen to, or 


affect human nature, without a particular 
petition for it. For comfort alſo, when 


in ſorrow; for aſſiſtance, when in affliction; 
for relief, when in neceſſity; for ſupport, 


when. i in diſtreſs; for protection, When in 
trouble; 
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trouble; for grace, when in temptation; 
for caſe, when in pain; for health, when 
in ſickneſs ; for conſolation, at the hour of 


death ; for mercy at the day of judgment. 

The commandments, when pronounced 
with an audible voice, accompanied with 
that dignity and ſolemnity, becoming one, 
who is appointed to deliver the approved 
laws of Gop to his people, muſt have a pi- 
ous and good effect upon the audience. 
The collects, though conciſe, are nervous 
and expreſſive, and breath a ſpirit of true 
piety and humility. "The matter contained 
in the epiſtles and goſples, which follow 
them, extracted from the moſt inſtructive 
and edifying paſſages of the old and new 
teſtament, is properly ſuited to their reſpec- 
tive feſtivals and faſts, treating of ſubjects 
of themoſtexalted nature for private, or com- 
memorating the moſt gracious bleſſings to 
mankind for grateful meditation. The 
creeds of the church are an epitome of the 
goſpel faith, contalning the principal articles 
of the chriſtian's belief; a declaration 
therefore of what we believe, and hope for, 
in our public worſhip, is pertinent and 
right. The doctrines contained in one of 
the creeds, together with the introduction 


F 4 — 
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* and concluſion, are not pleaſing and atis- 


factory to many lincere and pious chriſtians, 
The remedy is obyious, If the doctrines 
are neceſſary to he believed, let them be 
preſſed i in the pure language of ſcripture, 
then n offence can be taken, and excepti- 
ons would be abſurd ; inferences from it 
1 not the ſame weight, nor authority, 
In ſhort, the whole ſervice, according to 
an ingenious writer, contains nothing, but 
What ſerves to ſunctify and purify the 
h heart, to infuſe into and inſpire it with hea- 
venly deſires and affections, and to inform, 
and improve the underſtanding. .. 10 
Some phraſes in the cammon p prayer, 
being of ancient ſtanding, are obſolete, and 
| ſound harſh to the ear. Let them be ex- 
changed for more modern expreſſions, yet, 
the ſenſe preſerved, which ſtands in no need. 
of change, or improvement. If, on a= 
count of ſuch particular phraſes, which, in 
every. century, from the fluctuating ſtate of 
language, will require an alteration, the. 
whole 1 is to be rejected as uſeleſs, what 
would be the fate of the bible, which 
abounds with odd uncouth fayings ? Pecu- 
liar indeed and proper to the different times. 


3 of its tranſlation, Hough unintelligible o 
| the 


| Fu vulgar, and not en. to other tes | 
ders. 

"If the common prayer, ſay ſome, is thus 
uſeful and excellent, why the irreverent. 
and indecent behaviour at 1555 worſhip ? 
The indolent, the looſe, © gay, the tri- 
fling, are to be ſeen in every place. Do 

you K. the church to be free from ſuch 
vi iſitors From them, who come not with, 
2 28 either to a or hear, hut 

to ſtare and laugh at thoſe who. do, whoſe 
groveling minds have no ſenſation of hear 
venly pleaſures,decency and TEVETence are not; 
to be expected. Such perſony. are of credit to, 
no Profeſſion whatever, are to be met with 
| in every profeſſion, but do by no means, 

caſt a reflection upon the profeſſion itſelf. 

Effectually to exclude ſuch triflers, there 
is none other remedy than the ſhutting up. 
all places of ſacred. worſhip, as well the, 
meetings as our churches, If we were to 
ſet the example, our brethren would not 
judge i it reaſonable, to follow it. We. cane, 
ngt make the blind to ſee, nor the deaf. to, 
hear without. a. miraculous; power; and 
without a miracle the man of pleaſure, and 
the worldly minded are, equally. inchrable, 

Juman means are * to raiſe a ſpi- 

rit 


”. 7 SERMONS. Ws: 
of wech in ſuch perſons, they muſt be | 
leſt to the holy ſpirit of Gop, to awaken 
them to a ſenſe of their duty, and a regard 
for piety. Some indeed are found inclining 
to lumber and lep. In the meeting alſo 
ſome have been caught napping ; not in- 
deed from the heavineſs and tediouſneſs of 
prayer, but, we mean not to offend, from 
| the dulneſe or prolixity of the preacher, 1s 
preaching therefore of no uſe ? 
The queſtion however is not, whether 
& no = worſhippers are pious and devout, 
but whether or no the ſervice itſelf hath. a 
tendency to excite piety and devotion ? For 
if we are to determine concerning the good- 


nei and excellency of a ' profeſſion, by the 


actions and behaviour of its profeſſors, we 
muſt have ſome fear even for our religion: 
which though holy and good, and in minds 


ſerloully affected with its ſolemn truths is 


produQive of holineſs and goodneſs, the 


4 ſame cannot be ſaid of a multitude of be- 


lievers. Would our brethren give up chriſ- 
tianity for the inconſiſtent behaviour of ſuch 
chriſtians ? They will therefore excuſe us, 
if we keep our liturgy, notwithſtanding | 
the abſfird and ridiculous, not to ſay pro- 
kane 
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fane and ſinful 8 of Tome of Wy. 


members. IG 

We have fo 150 an -opitlin of the pow“ 
er and efficacy of the common prayer, and” 
of the underſtanding and judgment of our 
brethren, that we will preſume to ſay, nay” 
more, even reſt the continuance or abolition”: 
of it upon the experiment; that if they, 
laying aſide their prejudices, would attend 
thoſe places of worſhip, where the ſetvice 
is performed with that decency and folems"! 
nity, that order and regularity, by miniſter 
and people, as it always ſhould: be, [and 
ſome ſuch places there are, and, we hope, 
not a few] it would thoroughly convince = 
them of their miſtakes, and the excellency 
of our ſervice :' they would gladly with us 
enter into this houſe of the Lonxb, and 
ters into it with the view of inſtrudtion and 
information, and is reſolved to apply and 
piractiſe, whatever he hears, reads, or 
prays for, will never depart diſſatisfied, 
nor unedified. The ſerious and attentive, 
if in affliction and diſtreſs,” will find ſome- 
thing to ſu pport and comfort him; or, if 
under temptation, will hear ſomething to 
PP him with 21 to oppoſe and 


with - 
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land it: The wicked will be encouraged 
to proceed i in the work of repentance, and 


the virtuous to perſevere in goodneſs; the 


weak obriſtian will be ſtrengthened; the 
ignorant, inſtructed; the ſenſible, impro- 
ved. Some indeed cannot expect to receive, 
beeauſe they deſerve not to receive any be- 
ne; ſuch are the inattentive, who will 
ndtt hear; the undevout, who will not pray; 
the abſtinate, who will not repent. Theſe 
Have no ſenſation: for ſpiritual, enjoyments, 
being wholly captivated with the cares, the 
riches, he! RO the _ os thin: 
world. 

— not Been we with: 
that it could not be attributed; either tothe 


indolence of the prieſt; who reads it in a cares. 
leid and flovenly manner, as if he was: 


aſhamed of his / work; more like an occafional- 
. conformiſt; than the miniſter of the pureſt 
chiriſtian church in the world: or to the 


ſttupidity of the hearer, who fatigned with 
pleaſure, or drowſy through exceſs, hath no 


reliſh for ſpiritual delights, and is inſenſible 


of the voice of the charmer: It proceeds 


nat from; any defect in the compoſition, or 
any heavineſs.in - the language, |w which is ſo 


ne 
| — N an 


— 
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—— devotion ns meaneſt 


me 


| eee lake ad Ae 
is to ſome; if there had been lefs of preach- 

ing, and more, attention given to pray- 
ing, the true intereſt of mankind would have 
been better promoted, and the cauſe of re- 
ligion better ſerved; the peace and good order 
of ſociety ſecured, and the wits of a multi- 
tude of ſober and quiet chriſtians preſerv- 
ed. Our prayers make neither rebels, nor 
enthuſiaſts, but preaching hath made both; 
the latter are to be met with in troops at 
every turn of the eity, and the formet at a 
certain mme 241 


| We mall e this difoouirle wich 
three exhortations. Gn ; 


FIRST. 


16, as we e profeſs, we have a regard for 
the church, let us ſhew our ſenſe of the 
excellency and uſefulneſs of its ſervice by 
frequenting it, as avocations from buſineſs, 
or innocent recreation will permit, and by 
a grave and decent, a devout and humble 
deportment, when we are preſent. There 
are certain improprieties in the performance 
of the ſervice, which we ſhould do well 
to 
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to correct, ſuch as, fitting, when we are 
celebrating the praiſes of our MAxER in 
- pſalmody; ſtanding, vhen as ſupplicants we "IN 
ſhould knee), and, which is the greateſt 
abſurdity of all, though the practice is very 
common, repeating that ſervice after the 
miniſter, which belongs to him only. Let 
our affections be fervent and ſincere; let 
our hearts correſpond with our lips; and 
when we lift up our eyes to heaven, let our 
» fouls always accompany them. Such de- 
votion is acceptable, and prayers thus of- 
fered up will be ſucceſsful. For a number 
of perſons aſſembled together, with one 
heart and one voice, devoutly and humbly 
ſupplicating heaven for a ſupply of their 
temporal and ſpiritual wants, or offering 
up praiſes and thankſgivings for divine bleſ- 
ſings, is a fight worthy of Gop to behold, 
the moſt acceptable ſervice man can perform 
and will aſſuredly meet with its proper 
reward here, and be Fenn, with . 
c- bliſs hereafter. 


\ 


| SxconDLy.. 
If ever 00 was a time for a liberal way 
of thinking, and accommodating differ- 
ences amongſt the real and ſincere friends 
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of chriſtianity, it is in the preſent age. The 
alarming growth of deiſm, which would 


deprive us of the benefits of chriſtianity, 
calls for an immediate check. Popery, 
which is the worſt profeſſion of it, is daily 
acquiring ſtrength. Enthuſiaſm, which 
would deſtroy both our reaſon and religion, 
gains ground. Let us then, if we have a 
regard for reaſon and common ſenſe, and 
are concerned for the truth and honour of 
the religion we jointly profeſs, be united. 
Let each party leave their cradles and nurſes, 
and walk alone, detached from the preju- 
dices .of cuſtom and education, thinking 
' candidly and freely. The times are not 
_ unfavourable, moderate men of different 
perſuaſions can converſe and trade with 
each other, can contract friendſhip with 
and perform offices of humanity to one ano= 
ther, can eſteem and value the good man of 
any party. The animoſity and rancour, the 
ſtiffneſs and formality of former times ate 
ſubſided, and many rather laugh at, than 
treat ſeriouſly, the ſcruples and diſputes of 
their forefathers. There is more of can- 
dour, and leſs of bigotry amongſt us. Men 
ſee things through a different medium:; 
Uk read and judge a little for themſelves, 
attending 


4 acvonntiodation, if each party came pres 
| pared with the reſolution of receding from; 


— e TO TE OY — o : 


have had opportunities of infinuating and 
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attefiding” more to reaſon, wa t6 de 


— of others. 1 
- We need not doubt of the * 


and acceding to fomething diſagreeable; 
allowing that liberty to another, which he 


plends for himſelf, and not looking for 


chat perfection in others, which he is ſenſi- 
ble; that he hath not, and cannot have, 
in himſelf. Let our brethren ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the wounds, that are continuallyß 
given to chriſtianity by the various ſeariſts 


in being, and almoſt hourly increaſing, who 
ſhelter themſelves under their plea of con- 


ſcience, and claim; what they deſerve not, 
the benefit of toleration, (whoſe religion is 


a a eompoſition of lies, nonſenſe, and impiety) 
and they will not, we think, heſitate in do- 


ing every thing in their power, and to the 
utmoſt of their ability, to accompliſh the 


much wiſhed for and important work, an 
union. 


Papiſts have boaſted of particular ad- 
vantages received from our diviſions ; by 
fomenting and encouraging them they 


enn and with no little ſucceſs, 
their 
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| their' own abſurd doRrines. Freethinkers - 
have likewiſe pleaded reaſon for their inſide - 
lity. For when ſo many different and con- 
tradictory opinions ſubſiſt, and all of them 
believed to be true by their reſpective par 
ties, it is natural for perſons of looſe prinei- 
ples and morals to imagine no one to be in 
the right, but all to be in the wrong; and, 
worſt of all; to conclude, that there is no 
truth in religion, and faith is deſtroyed by 
the various and numerous expoſitors of it. 
It is indeed true, that men ſhould not judge 
of religion by the opinion of others concern- 
ing it, no more than they ſhould follow, as 
a certain unerring rule of life, the exam- 
ple of others: but we ſee that example 
hath great influence over moſt men, and 
very few chooſe to think liberally, and to 


judge freely for themſelves. 


LASTLY. 


It we will not be united in opinion and 
worſhip, let us behave with brotherly love 
and charity to each other, doing all kind 


and civil offices both in word and deed. 


This every one, who profeſſeth the chriſtian 
religion, is obliged to do. For though all 
perſons are not entitled to our eſteem and 

97” confidence, 
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confidence, every one, in diſtreſs and ne- 

ceſſity, whatever his ſenſe of religion is, 
hath a right to our charity: Not to afford 
relief and aſſiſtance to ſuch, when in our 
power, is ſinful, and highly diſpleaſing to 
the ArmicuTY. Where a want of charity 
is, there is no religion. He that loveth not 


his brother, whom he hath ſeen, cannot 


loveGop, whom he hath not ſeen. If there- 
fore we differ in other reſpects, let us live 
in friendſhip with one another, by ſo doing 
we ſhall approve ourſelves good members of 
1 88 1 fincere friends of _ gion. 
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1 THESSALONI ANS, 
. CHAPTER v. VERSE 2. 
PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 1 GOOD, | 


H E true intereſt of chriſtianity hath 
1 been promoted and advanced by 
free inquiry. The controverſies, that have 
been carried on in different ages, have ſerved 
to make viſible that beauty of holineſs, which 
the times of popiſh errour and ignorance 
had defaced. Truth is not the leſs amiable 
fos being oppoſed, or examined into. The 
evidence of chriſtianity, had it met 
with no oppoſition, would not have ap- 
peared ſo powerful, nor with ſo much ad- 
vantage, as it now doth, by that great 
variety of proofs alledged in its ſupport, 
founded on the faireſt and ſtricteſt reaſoning. 
Without this freedom of inquiry we ſhould 
not have been able, to have furniſhed out 
a tolerable reaſon for the hope that is in us, 
infidelity would have triumphed, and we 
ſhould at this time have been the ſlaves and 
dupes of credulity and ſuperſtition. | And 
indeed, if the monſtrous and impious er- 
rours and abſurdities, which were received 
| WA: as 


"W--/. SERMONS. 
as ſo many divine truths, are el 
it could not have been any diſgrace to have 
been the infidel, when it reflected a diſhon- 
our on human nature to have been the 
chriſtian. 

In all ages there hath been, and; without 
the ſpirit of prophecy, will be plenty of 
knaves to pervert, and of fools to perplex 
the truth. Honeſt men, who dare to think, 
nay more, to ſpeak for themſelves, have 


been, and are, very rare. Why? Becauſe 


- fuch men, though they do good to man- 
kind, are themſelves ſure to ſuffer for it. 
To attack religious cuſtoms and eſftabliſh- - 
ments, is, like forcing an entrenchment, 

a deſperate affair; wherein if a perſon ſuc- 
ceeds, he will probably be maimed, or 


125 wounded, ſhould he eſcape being killed. 


Ihe apoſtle Paul however ſeems to have 
been a rationaliſt, by exhorting mankind 
to prove all things, and to hold faſt that 
which is good. The advice may have been 
very good in his days, and been followed 
with ſafety; but though it might not be 
reaſon, it was certainly worldly prudence 
in after ages to prove nothing, and to hold 
faſt any thing good or bad, as they were 
* and conimanded, rather than ſubject 

| themſelves 
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themſelves to eccleſiaſtical cenſures, and 
civil puniſhments. The Bereans were high- 
ly applauded by this apoſtle for ſearching 
the ſcriptures, to fee whether things were 
fo, or not. Of this ſe& we heard no more, 
when the church had made the civil power 
her friend and protector. Then it became 

a rule with chriſtians,orthodox or heterodox, - 
as the civil power countenanced and upheld 
the one, or the other, not to examine the 
ſerĩptures, but to believe in articles, canons, 
creeds, and conſtitutions, as the true ex- 
poſitions of the ſenſe and meaning of the 
ſeriptures. It was more dangerous not to 
admit the former, than to diſpute a paſſage 
in the latter; in the one reſpect a man would 
only ſuffer in his underſtanding, as being 
weak, in the other he would ſuffer in bis 
perſon, as a bad man. 

- It is the privilege of human” nature to 
think freely; in a matter of ſuch conſe- 
quence as his future happineſs, every man, 
who hath the ability, ſhould. Preſent 
happineſs claims his regard,the future more, 
To exerciſe this freedom with candour, is 
the beſt method to guard againſt deception, 
and impoſition.” The exertion of this na- 
ing freedom is in every age ' neceſſary ; 
G 3 becauſe 


bay it not then unjuſt to require, and abſurd 
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becauſe no age hath been free from rogue 
ries, and human infirmities. The errours 
of the weak, and, what is worſe, the frauds 


and impoſitions of the artful and deſigning, 


have been more or leſs prevalent, in pro- 
portion to the ſpirit and vnderſtanging of the 


ſubje&s to be worked upon. 


No human knowledge can be perfect. 


to yield an implicit obedience to human 
injunRtions and preſcriptions ? Doth that 
man wrong, who, in things reſpecting con- 


. ſcience, for which he is to be perſonally ac- 
' . Countable hereafter, if capable, judges for 
himſelf? To refuſe the aſſiſtance of the 
learned and pious in his inquiries, would 


be a proud conceit, and. to let their atgu- 


ments be concluſive, rather than be deter- 


mined by the authority of the ſcriptures, 
would be dangerous z becauſe he might be 
enſnared, in receiving the doctrines of men 
for the commandments of Gop, as was the 
caſe of the jews in our Saviour's time, and 
hath been the unhappy condition of papiſts 
for centuries paſt. 
Private or public interpretations of the 
ſcriptures may be true. It is not however, 
what men ſay of the ſcriptures, but what 
| "9 
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_ the ſcriptures themſelves ſay, that is to be 
regarded; from them we are to collect our 
notions of right and wrong, and they are to 
be the rule of faith and manners to all chriſ- 
tians. Every one, who profeſſes the be- 
lief of chriſtianity, obliges himſelf by that 
profeſſion to believe the doctrines it delivers, 
and to practiſe the duties it recommends, 
ſo far as he underſtands and comprehends 
thoſe doctrines and duties. The ſayings of 
others are not to be diſregarded, if conſiſt- 
ent with the ſentiments of the Goſpel. 
Notwithſtanding ſuch conſiſtency, if any 
man is of a different opinion, he cannot be 
juſtified in reaſon, nor acquitted by con- 
ſcience, however applauded by worldly pru- 
dence, to receive or 
No one ought to be condemned for pri- 
vate opinion, becauſe every one hath a 
freedom to think, and a right to exerciſe 
that freedom, ſo long as that exerciſe is not 
hurtful to, and hath no tendency to create 
diſturbances in the ſtate, of which he is a 
member. No body of chriſtians whatever 
hath a power given them by their religion, 
to demand an implicit obedience to its laws, 
or rules ; becauſe however ſtrong the ap- 
n of truth and juſtice in them, they 
LE a YA can- 
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cannot aſſert themſelves to be infallibley 

The man muſt be à fool, or a ſycophant, 
Who believes them, if they did. The pope 
pretends indeed to infallibility, and every 
proteſtant laughs at the abſurdity of the 
claim. Notwithſtanding every church of 
. pfoteſtants is in their own way of thinking 
_ frigid popes, and have not failed to imitate 

the zealous papiſt, in compelling. their ad 
verſaries to ſubmit'to them. 

Our own church, it is true, diſctaicis 
infallibility, yet the expects the compliment 
to be paid her, and a perſon might not 
find himſelf to be in an eaſy fituation, Who 
ſhould treat her as fallible. Her articles, 
canons, rites, and ceremonies, may be decent 
and good. What then? Are they perfect, 
Wanting nothing? Do they afford univer- 
ſal ſatisfaction? Nothing of human comp 
fition can. The expediency and uſefulneſs 
ok cuſtoms alter. Wherein is the uhrea- 
ſonableneſs or impropriety of queſtioning or 
examining the church's inſtitutions now, as 
well as before the reformation ? very 

chureh hath erred. If the church of Rome 
erred not, wherein was the reaſonableneſs 
of the reformation? If our church is ex- 


empt from errour, from whence the ſchiſm 
Þ * in 
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in the proteſtant chureh ? If implicit aſſent 
is required, is ſhe not infallible.? If a man, 
who. reads her. decrees, for the latisfaction 
and information of his conſcienoe, muſt 
not interpret any thing contrary to het, 
ſenſe and meaning, and is bound to believe, 
as, ſhe- believes, or elſe be reputed a ſchiſ- 
matic, or heretic, and expoſe himſelf to 
ſome diſagreeable penalties, ought; ſhe not 
to be, if ſhe pretends not to be, infallible 2 
In this matter, we fear, the prieſts of alt 
opinions are , alike ; proteſtants, papiſts, 

arians, ſocinians, methodiſts, &. are all 
obſtinate in their own way, and zealouſly 
maintain in themſclves, what they vehe= 
menitly condemn in others as abfurd- and 
ridiculous, a right to lord it over the con- 
ſciences of men, at leaſt over thoſe of their 
on communion and following. Had 
free inquiry been prohibited, we ſhould 
have continued obedient ſons ti the holy 
father. A freedom of thinking hath freed 
us from a multitude of errours and ſuperſti- 
tions, and we look upon the church to be 
in no danger fyom an exertion of that free- 
dom by her opponents: if ſhe is right, they 
muſt ſubmit or retire; if wrong, it will be 


het wiſdom and prudence not obſtinately to 
perſiſt 
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| Op a 
ve the errour. | 
"What quarrels, what animoſities, what 


=] perſecutions have been encouraged about 


myſteries in religion; about what no man 
can underſtand, nor explain; and, if we 
may be allowed to judge from their obſcurity, 
were never intended to be underſtood, nor 
explained by man. To perſecute the body 

for the good of the ſoul is an excellent 
proof of being the diſciple of the loving and 
merciful Ixsus. Yet the men, who have 
approved of and defended ſuch proceeding, 
have been conſidered as pious and zealous 
| defenders and promoters of the religion of 
Jzsvs. Whereas there is not a ſingle paſſage 
in ſcripture, which authorizes perſecution, 


iiuflicts any manner of diſtreſs, or ſubjects a 


_ to any — eat inconveniencies, | 


_ Bluſh, — . 
a ye think on this; boaſt not of your 
ſound faith, but diſtinguiſh yourſelves by 
the goodneſs of your lives, and a love for 
man: this will be of ſome conſequence to you 
hereafter, though it may leſſen the opinion 


of your ſenſe with ſome men here. It is 


Arrange, that men cannot reſt content with 
what 


- , 
* 
* 


SERMONS. gr 
what the ſeriptures ſay; eſpecially when 
they aſſert, that what they deliver, is from 
the ſcriptures. The docttines of free will, 
ptedeſtination, the trinity, and divinity” 
of Car1sT, have been the occaſion of the 
moſt rancourous diſputes, and violent heats,” 
of cruel and bloody perſecations amongſt 
chriſtians. + What ſay the ſcriptures con- 
cerning theſe, and other like, myſterious 
points? Ol the depth and the riches of 
the wiſdom and the knowledge of Gop,- 
How unſearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways paſt fiading out ! Surely what an 
apoſtle hath declared, other perſons, Who 
cannot pretend either to his learning or in- 
ſpiration, ſhould quietly acquieſe in, and not 
reaſon themſelves into a belief of abſur- 
dities, and afterwards force them on the 
conſciences of men. Every church hath 
this motto affixed to it, in preference to 
the reſt, ( ſtand by, come not near, I am 
holier than thou. This is not true only 
of the church of Rome, it is alſo true of 
all reformed proteſtan t. 
By the revival of letters we have fairly! 
got rid of old womens fables, and an heavy 
load of abſurdities, which ignorance was 
PRI of, and credulity ſwallowed '* 
with 
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with greedineſs,, The moro ſtrict the in- 
quiries into the evidence of chriſtianity, the 

| ſtronger will be the, proofs collected in fa- 
vour of it, if it is true, and of divine autho- 


rity: If it is falſe, the intrigues of prieſts 
Will not be able to ſupport it; if it is true, 
we need not dread, nor be apprehenſive of 
any bad conſequences from the exertion of 
the moſt ſubtle and poignant wit. If re- 
ligion will not bear the teſt of reaſon, it be- 
cometh every man to renounce it; he is 


| 5 not a wiſe, prudent, nor good man, who in 


that caſe ſhould give it the leaſt counte- 
nance. It was from the neglect of ſuch 
reaſonable inquiry, and a flaviſh obedience 
to the dictates of proud arbitrary prieſts, 
that gave birth to the many errors and ſu- 
perſtitions, which have prevailed in the 
chriftian church, from its firſt eſtabliſhment 
to the preſent time. The buſineſs of the 
clergy is to exhort, not to preſcribe ; to 
admonith; not to direct what their hearers 
are to believe. It muſt aſtoniſh any perſon, 
who will make uſe of his right, by the 
laws of nature and reaſon, to think for him - 
ſelf, to obſerve how freely excommuni- 
cations have circulated with each party; 
howeach hath ſupplicated the ALMI@nTy. 
DN | ta 
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| to fign his dectee of damnation, and plead- 
ed his word, what monſtrous impiety ! for 

the authority of what they did. n 4 
© Scriptare is an unerring rule of faith 
1 manners; it is ſo delivered. No one 
however is to believe it, becauſe it comes 
ſo recommended, he is fairly to prove, 
whether it is ſo, or not; it ſhews a want 
of ſenſe in the man, who doth. Neither 
is he to receive, what the moſt pious and 
learned may fay is ſcripture, for ſcripture ; | 
he is to judge for himſelf, becauſe he will 
be anſwerable for himſelf, not any other 
for him. To ſuch a one any religion would 
be agreeable, if the expoſitors of a divine 
law, not the law itſelf, are to be his guide. 
Tf men are to be wholly and abſolutely go- 
verned by prieſts, the papiſt cannot be 
blamed, notwithſtanding his ſenſes ' give 
the lie to his faith, for believing a wafer 
to be the body of Chriſt ; nor'is the Ma- 
hometan to be laughed at for believing 
the body of Mahommet to be ſuſpended in 
he air by a loadſtone. But as the former 
is condemned in reaſon, and the latter 
juſtly laughed at; fo neither can he be com- 
inended or applauded, who receives any 
ee of man, of any denomina- 
tion 


as: 8E RM O ws; 
tion whatever, implicitly, as agreeable o 
or conſonant with the ſcriptures, without 
proving and examining them by the ſcrip- 
tures. The pope and the mufti have an 
| equal right to implicit obedience with any 
proteſtant ; and we aſſert, that to condemn, 
reſtrain, or prohibit free inquiry in caſes 
of conſcience, when conducted with de- 
cency, whether it makes for or againſt re- 
ceived opinions, much more to perſecute 
and diſtreſs on account of ſuch inquiry, is 
an infringement of the natural rights of 
mankind, a perverſion of the uſe of rea- 


ſon, and deſtructive of the intereſts of 


cChriſtianity. Nay they, who oppoſe, and 
+ would ſuppreſs ſuch inquiry, reflect upon 
their ſenſe and prudence; ſince they can 

only plead that right for any laws they 
themſelves have made, or from any devia- 
tion from laws made, or for their not ad- 
hering to any prior eſtabliſhments. 
It was owing to the ſpirit of inquiry, 
that we ſhook- off the Romiſh yoke, and 
we will not ſuppoſe any proteſtant not ta 
allow the reformation to have been reaſon- 
able and juſt. He that allows it in that caſe, 
cannot condemn the exertion of it in any 


. where the end is alike laudable, 
either 
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|  - either to diſcover truth, or to expoſe fali- 


hood. The diſſenter, who candidly ex- 
amines into the fitneſs and propriety of our 
modes of worſhip, or the deiſt, who im- 
partially weighs the evidence of chriſtianity, 
ought by no means to be cenſured, or 
 HGilenced, If our manner of worſhip, or 

the evidence of our religion, cannot ſtand 

the trial of reaſon, it is time that we change 
the one, and lay aſide the other. When 
men write againſt the church, or the goſ- 
pel, what injury. is done to the one, in 
what danger is the other? Much, very 
much, ſay the bigot and the zealot. How? 
Is not truth able to defend herſelf againſt 
the moſt violent and virulent attacks? If 
we are in an error, and cannot confute the 
arguments of our opponents, let us be con- 
vinced by them. 

If chings are to be received. with implicit 
faith and obedience, chriſtianity could never 
have. been . propagated, the apoſtles did 
wrong in attempting the converſion. of the 


heathen and the jew, and both jew and hea- 
then were to be condemned for giving chriſ- 
tianity the preference to their own religion. 
If judaiſm, mahommetaniſm, or heathen- 


iſm, is of better e than chriſtianity, or 
anſwer 
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anſwer the wants of mankind better, where- 

in would be the reaſonableneſs of adhering 
- wit? If popery, preſbyterianiſm, metho- 


aufm, cc. was a more juſt and decent pro- 


feffion of chriſtianity, could we juſtify in 
reaſon our conforming to the preſent eſta- 
blimment? There can be no hurt but 
much good from free inquiry; no good 
but much miſchief hath proceeded from 4 
diſuſe or neglect of it. Heatheniſm could = 
never have ſubfiſted, fo many centuries, | 
had men dared to have thought freely; 

reaſon would have expoſed the frauds and 
impoſttions of prieſts, ſuppotted by the 
_ civil power, had ſhe been permitted to ſpeak 
for ' herſelf : Gods and goddefſes would 
not have been heard of. The artful and 
ſabtle practices of the impoſtor Mahommet 
would be eaſily detected, was the Turk 
permitted to appear in the character of a 
man. Deſtroy implicit faith in her decrees, 
and popery would ſoon fink into oblivion ; 
Unfetter reaſon, and ſhe will, as in the 
days of the reforttration, diſcover her cheats, 
and errors. Why are there fo many ſes 
amongſt proteſtants, and new ones daily 
forming? Why, do you aſk? Becauſe 


__ always a number of indolent men, 
5 | who 
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who will not, and of ignorant men, who 
cannot examine into matters, to work upon; 
with ſuch any faith fits eaſy, and any doc- 
trines are received, which come recom- 
mended with the appearance of ſanctity and 
fincerity. If jt, had not been for this diffi- 
' dence, in not believing as they had been 
taught, and in judging by reaſon and ſcrip= 
ture What was delivered for the pure word 
of God, there would have been no refor- 
mation amongſt our anceſtors, and we 
ſhould ſtill have been under the government 
of monks and friars, and religious knayes 
and enthuſiaſts would have ſwarmed.. If 
men are obliged to conform to received opi- 
nions, where would have been a Boyle, a 
Locke, a Newton? Prohibit free inquiry, 
and chain down the underſtanding, and both 
ſcience, and religion will principally confiſt 
of old wives tales. We allow that antiqui- 
ty hath its merit, and with it much ruſt, on 
that account indeed with ſome men the 
more valuable: like to ancient pieces of coin, 

whoſe eſtimation riſes in proportion as they 
are the more unintelligible, and wiſdom is 
founded on ignorance. + 
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ar Procttithblte; however ſeverely cenſured, 
1 the nobleſt act of the mind, it enlarges our 


N 8 ideas, frees us from every mean and ſer- 
ville attachment, and fixes our notions of 
right and wrong, of good and bad, upon 


the proper baſis, on reaſon, not on cuſtom, 
example, or preſcription. Without free- 


thinking what ſufficient reaſon can a man 
allign for hie faith ? Without 'exainining 
the ſcriptures, how doth he know them to 


be true? Without conſidering the evidence 


of CnxrrsT's miſſion, how is he aſſured, that 
he was not an impoſtor 7. What ſure reli- 


ance upon his merits for ſalvation, unleſs 
he is convinced of his ability to fave him? 


What reaſonable hope can he entertain of 
future happineſs, if he ſearches not into the 


ground of that hope, whether it is real or 


imaginary, true 'or falſe? Every, any, or 
no religion muſt be indifferent to one, who 
_ makes no inquiry into the credit and autho- 
rity of what he is to believe, and reſts 
his faith on the veracity of others. It is the 


duty of prieſts, not to impoſe upon, nor de- 
ceive the people. This duty, hiſtory in- 
forms us, hath not been ſtrictly and conſci- 


= entiouſly attended to by them. The mul- 
4 titude of ſuperſtitions, _—_— and here- 


ſies, 


— 
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. which We I 9 in the world, 
is a melancholy proof, that truth is not 


always to be found . its l ; 15 


2 and teachers. 
The goſpel may be in every cetfons 
band, and its language is intelligible to the 
meaneſt capacity, and for this reaſon, be- 


cauſe every one, from the higheſt to the 


loweſt, is obliged to believe its doctrines, 
and obſerve its laws. Of what uſe a writ» 
ten revelation, if inſtead of reading it for 
ourſelves, we are to learn its contents from 


_ others? The giving ſuch a revelation was 


one of the moſt gracious and fingular bleſs- fr 
ings heaven hath beſtowed on man. If 
the benefits of CurtsT's redemption had 
been conveyed to us by tradition, chriſtianity 
would long ago have ſunk into oblivion,'or 
been buried in fabulous ſtories and legends ; 
nothing leſs: could have been expected, if 
we may judge from the moſt extravagant 
impoſitions upon reaſon, and the plaineſt 
cantradictions to ſenſe, which popery hath 
invented and founded on the written reve- 
lation. To that let both prieſt and people 
adhere, freely and candidly proving all 
things contained in it, and holding faſt 
way appears to be good and right, 

„ 8 whether 


« 
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| whether agreeable or not to received opi- 
nions, or cuſtoms. Every man will be re- 


ſponſible for himſelf, no one for another. 
le cannot be condemned, whoſe faith is 


wrong, or actions bad, provided he hath” 
exerted himſelf to the utmoſt of his power 
to diſcover the truth. He will not be juſti- 
ſied in the fight of Gop, who doth not ſo 
exert himſelf, and takes things wholly on 
truſt. The former ſhews himſelf to be 

an honeſt good man, or, if you will, a free- 
thinker; the latter holds himſelf up for a 
Eknave or a fool, or both, We | ſpeak more 
= plainly, a bigot. 

If articles of faith had not been tinted 
plied, and the goſpel had continued a ſmall 


volume, not increaſed into a large library, 


a freethinker, in the worſt conſtruction of 


that name, would never have been heard _ 
of. There is no neceſſity fora man to be, 


either a proteſtant, papiſt, preſbyterian, 
methodiſt, quaker, &c. to be a chriſtian. 
If we may be permitted to deliver it as 


our opinion, he in reaſon, and conſequent- 


ly in religion, is the beſt" chriſtian, who 
is a chriſtian upon the principles of the goſ- 
pel only. The grand fundamental articles 
of ph LI des we are able to collect from 
— the 
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the goſpel writings, to which we whe) you, 
deſiring you not to rely on our word, are, 
The neceſſity of an atonement for fin — 
That Cur1sT was that atonement— And 
that repentance and amendment of life are 
the conditions of receiving the benefits of 

that atonement, To the firſt article, reaſoon 
ſubſcribes — To the ſecond, upon the evi- 
. dence he gave of his appointment, it doth- 


5 I not objet—And the third, it allows to be 


equitable and juſt. If theſe terms, which 


we ſincerely believe to be the only terms of 


goſpel ſalvation, had been the only terms 
inſiſted upon, we are of opinion that there 
would not have been a deiſt, even a ſecta- 
riſt, exiſting. But when chriſtians, who 
would be learned above what is written, 

preſcribed and ordained this, that, and t'o- 
ther, as abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, and 
made, if we may be allowed the expreſſion, 
an hodge podge of chriſtianity, by inſiſting 
upon an aſſent to things as true, which no 
one could prove, underſtand, or explain, 
it was not to be wondered at, that there 
ſhould be hereticks, but that there ſhould 
bave been any chriſtians, The beſt and 
molt effectual method therefore to put a 
ſtop to 5608 Increaſe of hereſy, ſectariſm. 
| U (I ceiſm, 
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deiſm, and atheiſm, is, we think, to com; 
mence rationaliſts, that is, what is vulgar- 


| 1y called, freethinkers, . Chriſtianity would 


then appear, what it really is, a noble, uſe- 


ful, and rational ſyſtem, moſt worthy of 
Gon to communicate, and of man to receive. 


Human reſolutions and determinations will 


never be eſteemed, however the civil power 
may ſupport them, upon an equal autho- 


rity with divine preſcriptions. If articles 


- &c, are neceſſary to aſſiſt the weak and ig- 


norant, let them be expreſſed in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, not of man; no ſenſt» 
ble perſon would difpute the credit due to 
the former, the latter no one can hold of 
the ſame authotity and obligation. Iafide- 


lity hath increaſed by arbitrary expoſitions 
ol ſcripture, and the inſiſting on receiving 
ſuch expoſitions as infallible truths, with 
an injunction or prohibition againſt inquir- 


ing and examining how they are ſo. 

To conquer prejudice is extremely diffi» 
cult, it is early inſtilled into us, and by va- 
rious ways; in our infancy, by parents and 
nurſes; in our youth, by education, exam- 


ple, and reading; in our adult age, by com- 


pany, converſation, cuſtom, and intereſt. 


It bath ſo much power over us, that we 
look 
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look upon it to be a crime to think for our- 
| ſelves, and an honour to have our reaſon 
held in chains. It is ſo common to go with 
the ſtream, and follow a multitude, that 
few men think freely, but very few dare to 
ſpeak, and write, as they think. And in- 
| deed it requires no common reſolution to 
differ from the multitude, for he that doth, 
is ſure not to be believed. It is well for him, 
who meddles with a waſps neſt, that he eſ- 
capes without being ſtung to death. We 
wiſh that all-men of whatever denomination 
would expreſs their zeal. for religion, not 
by a ſlaviſh attachment to, and an obſtinate 
defence of their particular church or perſua- 
ſion, but in maintaining the genuin doctrines, 
and enforcing the precepts of chriſtianity, 
We are of opinion, that it will make no 
part of the future inquiry, to what ſect we 
belonged here, or even to what religion. 
The man, who after a free and full exami- 
nation adheres to any particular perſuaſion, 
will meet with the reward of an honeſt man. 
He will make a ſtrange figure at the day 
of judgment, who ſhall have nothing elſe 
to avail himſelf of, than his firm attachment 
to a party. The admiring or depreciating 
the particular modes of religion cannot be 
tho H4 allowed 


\ 
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allowed any compenſation for, or any juſti- 
fication of the follies a man hath committed. 

Vet, it might be thought, from the zeal of 
ſome men for religious opinions, that they 
had much of ſaving merit. However they 
are not without their reward, their tem- 
185 are Nene ee by it, 


TO CONCLUDE, 


Salvation is the conſequence of our 
5 practice, not of out profeſſion. Faith, not- 

withſtanding its boaſted excellency, is rather 
inferior to good works. Infidelity is more 
excufeable, and leſs ſinful, than immorality. 
A man may think wrong from the weak- 


neſs of his head, but if he acts wrong, it is 
from the wickedneſs of his heart. An ho- 


neſt and virtuous heathen, even the turk, 
who ſtrictly adheres to the Koran, is a more 
amiable and worthy character, and is in a 
ſafer ſtate, than an immoral orthodox chriſ- 
tian. Howmuchſoever the latter may pride 
himſelf upon his profeſſion, the former is 
certainly the beſt man; and what the one 
fooliſhly claims from his faith, the other by 
his actions will affuredly obtain, eternal life. 
Nay a good man, though an unbeliever, 
| "BIOS a fairer pretenſion to the mercy of Gon, 
than 
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than a profligate beſiever-. Why? The 2» 
| produc of the one reflects honour upon 
imſelf, and is. of benefit to mankind, and 
the vices of the other diſhonour his maker, 
are injurious to himſelf, aud hurtful to ſo- 
eiety. i 
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"|, CHAPTERY, VERSE 1. 
PROYE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 18 GOOD, 
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N the preceding diſcourſe the reaſon- 
ableneſs and uſefulneſs of free thinking, 
in reſpect to religion, were ſhewn : the rea- 
ſonableneſs, becauſe every man, who is 
particularly concerned in the truth and 
falſhood of its contents, ſhould know of 
himſelf, if able, what he is to believe and 
praQtiſe, and whether or no what is pro- 
| poſed to him, is worthy of his faith and 
practice; its uſefulneſs, becauſe it was the 
principal inſtrument of the reformation, 
and of conſiderable advantage to chriſtianity, 
in freeing it from a multitude of errours, 
ſuperſtitions and abſurditiess We ſhall 
now conſider free thinking in four particu- 
lar views. 
- FixsT: The neceſſity of it from the va- 
tious ſects exiſting, | | 
SECONDLY : How far the deiſt may be 
juſtified in the uſe of it. 
TrRDLY ; The principal cauſes of free- 


thinking. 


_ FouRTHLY: 


\ 


Fous rut : Offer a cure for it. 


FIRST. 


Of the neceſſity of free thinking from the 
various ſects exiſting, 


From the numberleſs ſects founded on 
chriſtianity, not to mention the multitude 
of its commentators, jarring and diſagreeing 
with each other in ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant matters, ' ariſes the neceſlity of free« 
thinking. That the moſt holy and pure re- 
ligion ſhould furniſh matter for ſuch a vari- 
ety of opinions muſt aſtoniſh z but that men, 
who profeſs to believe it of divine authority, 
ſhould foſter upon it the moſt abſurd, im- 
pious, and blaſphemous doctrines, is hardly 
credible, yet it is true, for there is no end 
of the diverſity of opinion, and of ſtrange 
doctrines. Every day brings forth ſome- 


thing new. We ſwarm with 8 of 
righteouſneſs ; inſomuch that foreigners, if 


they looked no farther, would take us for 
the moſt religious people in the world. 
The moſt ignorant and illiterate ſet them- 
ſelves up for expounders of the word of 
Gop, and proclaim themſelves the faithful 
miniſters of Ixsus. Blockheads who can- 
not ſpell their own name, the refuſe, even 

' the 
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the very dregs of the common people, com- 
mence doctors of the law, and the goſpel. 


It is hard to decide, which is the greateſt, 
* theirignorance, or their aſſurance; uttering 


in the moſt unſeemly and ridiculous manner, 


and in alanguage the moſt indecent and un- 


intelligible, the moſt vile and impions doc- 
trines, as the pure word of Gop,- and the ef- 
fect of a divine inſpiration. It is ſomewhat 
ſtrange, that any one can be found, who 


could patiently fit to hear, much more put 


the leaſt confidence in them : yet to filence 


theſe men would be deemed perſecution, 


We think, however, that they ought to be 


ſilenced, not perſecuted; we ſpeak not in 


favour of religion, but from a reſpect to 


reaſon and common ſenſe. No injury 


would be done, as pretended, to human 
liberty by this means. Human liberty, 
when abuſed, on account of its miſchievous 
conſequences, ſhould be put under a proper 
reſtraint. They are the diſturbers of the 
good order of ſociety, and the inward peace 
and quiet of their hearers: human nature 
itſelf is diſgraced by fuch wretches. - It 
reflects diſhonour upon the policy of a ſtate, 
to permit every one who pleaſes, in a mat- 


ter of ſuch uſefulneſs and importance to 


man- 


* - 


2 the ſpirits, whether they are of Gop, it is 
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mankind as religion, to ordain himſelf, and 
commence a preacher. 


If ever there was a neceſſity for trying 


in the preſent age. We exceed even the 
laſt century in the ſtrangeneſs of opinions, 
and do not fall ſhort of it in the vileneſs of 
their teachers. With ſome the moſt aban- 
doned ſinner is deemed a good chriſtian, 
and a man may be as wicked as he pleaſes, 
- CurIsT, if he believes in him, hath fatis- 
fied for all, he may be a great villain, and 
notwithſtanding a good chriſtian, and in a 
ſtate of ſalvation. Theſe are doctrines very 
well calculated for an increaſe [not wanted 
in theſe days] of knaves and thieves, the 
ſuppreſſion of which the intereſt and good 
of the community demand. Men talk as 
familiarly of the ALMIOHT v, as if, with 
Moſes, they had been in the mount. with 
him: or, like to St. Paul, they had been 
caught up into the third heaven. Some 
think, to enjoy the privileges of a chriſtian, 
we muſt be declared enemies to the enjoy- 
ments of this world. An excellent doctrine 
thisto be preached to angels, not to men,— 
Others think that we cannot do any thing 
more meritorious and more acceptable to 

Gop, 


: 
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"God, chan to become recluſes, to be ſhut. 

up in a nunnery, or confined to a convent, 
Wholſome and profitable doctrine this for 


© " the ſee of Rome, not much regarded now 


in this country.—Some that we hazard the 
. Joſs of eternal ſalvation, if we beſtow not 
© our all upon charitable uſes, and are not 
always upon our knees at*prayers; Others, 
who pretend to an equal degree of piety and 
ſanQity, aſſert that prayers are abominable 
idolatry. It would be hard to determine, 

- Which was the beſt and wiſeſt chriſtian of 
the two.—Some lock up the ſcriptures from 
the people, leſt they ſhould read it to the 
prejudice of their ſalvation. The plea uſed 
by the church of Rome to palliate her 
unjuſt uſurpation over the liberty and con- 
ſcience of mankind. —Others deprive them 


of the benefits ariſing from a ſerious and 


devout reading, by aſſerting that there is 
more in the ſcriptures, than hath been re- 

' vealed in them. Whoever receives this aſ- 
ſertion for truth may write himſelf. a fool, 
and muſt believe his teacher to be wiſer than 
a Solomon, and to have a greater ſhare of 
inſpiration, than any or all of the apoſtles.» 
Some affirm, unleſs you are fully aſſured of 
being faved, you will moſt aſſuredly be 
damned; 
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damned; and unleſs you. poſſeſs we know 
not what feelings of J=sUs CuRISH within 
you, notwithſtandipg your piety and goods» 
neſs, the purity of your faith and the ſim - 

| plicity of your manners, you are in a ſtate , 
of damnation. If theſe doctrines are true, 
what is religion but a mad ſuperſtitious ſyſ- 
tem ?—Others aſſert, that we are not to pray 
for the comforts and neceflaries of life, but 
the pardon and forgiveneſs of our | fins, 
for ſuch prayers only will be heard. Our 
Loxp hath taught us otherwiſe, and the 
appearance of theſe men ſhew, that ſpiritual 
food is not the only nouriſhment they re- 
ceive.—Some proclaim it to be wicked and 
impious to make uſe of our reaſon in read- 
ing the ſacred writings, and require an 
implicit faith from us. We fear, that the 
proſelytes to chriſtianity would have been 
few, children and ideots excepted, if to be 
the true diſciple of Cx IS, a man muſt re- 
ſign up his ſenſe and underſtanding. Well 
might unbelievers then ſay, that none but 
old women and fools believe the goſpel.— 
Others are for knowing nothing but Jxsus 
CuR1sT, and him crucified, crying down 
Human anna as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. 


Like 


* 
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LIke the barbarians of old theſe men are 
for deſtroying all learning, and reducing us 


gain to monkiſh ignorance, in which ac- 


compliſhment they would appear ſuperla- 
tively eminent: whoſe prating and babling, 
replete with lies, nonſenſe, and blaſphe- 
mies, crucify the Loxp afreſh, and put him 
to an open ſhame, by expoſing his religion 
to the jeſts and railleries of libertines, 
Time would fail us to particularize the herd 
of doctors, like to thoſe of Jeroboam's rea- 


tion, who all inſpired, not with the ſpirit of 


the Lon, but with. the ſpirit of dulneſs 
and impudence, foam out their own ſhame 
in unintelligible cant, to the contempt and 
indignation of every ſober and pious hearer, 
The man muſt be weak indeed, who can 
think that Gop could commiſſion ſuch 
| wretches to h his laws, who but for 
their ſingularity would have lived and Gied , 
as they ought, in obſcurity, 
There is a number of others, who pro- 
feſs themſelves to be rational chriſtians, of 
tenets contrary to each other, yet every one 
' pleading the authority of ſcripture for his 
opinion, Their arguments, ſeparately con- 
ſidered, ſeem plauſible, and was it not for 


a divine rule to judge them, we might be 
| | "4 at 
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at a loſs to know what, or whom, to be- 
lieve. All, themſelves excepted, are falli- 
ble and erroneous. The chatity of every 
ſeR is confined to his own party, and the 
key of knowledge is claimed by it. What 
a monſter is a chriſtian ! Yet if we conſult, 
his religion, we ſhall find it to be a ſenſi- 
ble and humane ſyſtem : a ſyſtem which 
reflects honour upon its founder, and of 
the greateſt utility, if its laws were ob- 
ſerved to mankind. Notwithſtanding what 
the philoſopher ſaid of old, that he might 
weary himſelf to find an honeſt man, may 
with equal propriety and truth be now ſaid, 
that a man might weary himſelf to find areal 
chriſtian, Such an one however is he, who is 
the friend of truth, and an enemy to faction; 
who will not be biaſſed by any views to be 
of a particular ſet; who, regardleſs of all 
opinions, will read ſcripture for himſelf, 
and examine it by reaſon; who will not 
allow that to be religion, which would de- 
prive him of his ſenſes, lock up his undet- 
ſtanding, or give a ſanction to inhuman 
treatment. In this uncertainty therefore, 
when each party in religion aſſerts with an 
air of confidence, that he alone is the true 
profeſſor of chriſtianity, he alone the diſci- 
ple of CuR1sT, is it not abſolutely neceſſary - 

I for 
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for every one, not to credit any party, but to 
think for himſelf, and examine things freely? 


+ Whereellſe is his ſecurity againſt deception, 


and deluſion ? Otherwiſe he will be attached 
to a party, than which nothing can be more 
deſpicable, and will receive the traditions 
of men for the commandments of Gop. 

He that would underſtand the deſign of 
chriſtianity, muſt not think of learning it 
from the principles of its profeſſors. The 
pureſt ſect of chriſtians will be found to 
have adopted ſome things not ſo clearly de- 
ducible from ſcripture, if not repugnant to 
and inconſiſtent with it. It is hard to free 
- ourſelves from prejudice. We are trained 
up and familiarized to ſettled and eſtabliſh- 


ed modes of thinking and acting from our 


childhood. It is not eaſy to avoid the 
adopting the notions, and imitating the 
manners of thoſe, with whom we aſſoci- 
ate, or are connected by friendſhip, or in- 
tereſt. How neceſſary then is a liberal way 
of thinking, to prevent us from imbibing 
errours and abſurdities, which the multi- 
tnde of ſeRariſts, who ſurround us on 
every fide, are ready to infinuate, and 
otherwiſe will inſinuate into us. He cer- 
tainly is not deſerving of cenſure but com- 


mendation, who confides in none, and in- 
quires 
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quires into all, and abides by that, and no 
farther, which is confiſtent with the 
tures, Had this maxim been ſtrictly fol- 
lowed, chriſtianity would not have been 
rent and torn by ſo many factions, nor diſ- 

graced by perſecutions and maſlacres, raiſed 
and carried on with great heat and violence 
from a zeal, as pretended, for the honour 
and glory of Gop. Such proceedings 
muſt have given a very unfavourable opi- 


nion of the religion of Ixsus, and as they 


affected the ſenſes, not convinced the un- 
derſtanding, they occaſioned numbers to 
conform | outwardly, who ſecretly diſliked 
it. This, we think, eaſily accounts for the 
profligacy and licentiouſneſs amongſt chriſ- - 
tians, who take up principles as they find 
them, not regarding what they believe, 
whether right or. wrong, and how much 
the mind is enſlaved, fo as their intereſt may 
be advanced, or any inconvenience avoided 


by it. © Orthodoxy and libertiniſm have 


loved like brethren. Freethinking hath had 
few friends, for though ſhe fears nei- 
ther reaſon, nor religion, ſhe dreads perſe- 
cution, from which nothing ſhort of an 
implicit faith or blind obedience can ſecure 
her. l ICI 
+1668 I 2 SRE- 
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SECONDLY. 


How far the deiſt may be juſtified in the 
„ Win 


F reethinking i is not leſs N than 
neceſſary. The chriſtian religion is a ſyſtem 
founded on reaſon, and for its ſupport de- 
pends upon reaſon. 
If the doctrine of atonement did not ap- 
pear to be equitable and juſt, the pretence 
of its being a revealed doctrine would not 
make it ſo, nor give it the leaſt credit. The 
more the chriſtian ſcheme is examined into 
by fair argument, the greater will its weight 
be. If it cannot bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, 
he could not be much applauded for his 
ſenſe, who ſhould allow it to be true. It 
certainly is the duty of every man to exa- 
mine, before he receives it, and to be ſure, 
by proving it, that what he embraces for, 
is really the word of Gov. 
The grand fundamental doctrines of 
chriſtianity are, The pardon of fins, and 
eternal life, Very conſiderable bleſſings. 
Is it not requiſite to inquire into the preten- 
ſions of him, who aſſerts, that it is through 
him theſe bleſſings are conveyed to man- 
kind? 
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kind? Before his declaration is confided in, 
is it not right to be aſſured, that his autho- 
rity, and the evidence, upon which he reſts 
that authority, are divine? Who can for- 
give fins, but Gop? Who hath the power 
of conferring eternal life, but Gop? Is 
not that man then highly blameable, who 
ſhould admit his aſſertions to be true, with- 
out the moſt partial examination, even- with 
the utmoſt diffidence? To doubt is not 
ſcepticiſm, (falſly ſo called) but a mark of 
diſcretion and wiſdom. Had there been 
more of doubting, and leſs of credulity, im- 
poſitions would not have been ſo frequent, 
nor impoſtors ſo numerous and ſucceſsful. 
Falſhood inſinuates herſelf under the maſk 
of truth, and is ſure to meet with a kind 
reception, becauſe of the advantages pro- 
poſed to be the conſequences of crediting it. 
Impoſtors know, that their ſchemes muſt 
prove abortive, unleſs they have ſomething 
to offer, which may ſooth the paſſions, pleaſe 
the appetites, or anſwer the particalgy: wants 

of their followers, 
| Forgiveneſs of fins every man is deſirous 
of obtaining, eternal life is what every man 
wiſhes to enjoy. If a perſon appears, and 
faith; That he can ſecure both, he would 
as I 3 certainly 
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certainly gain credit, becauſe falling in with 

the general hope and expectation of man- 
kind. It is not however ſufficient, that the 
benefits promiſed are wanted, the means 
of their conveyance ſhould be clear and 
certain, If the proofs then offered by 
Chriſt, in teſtimony of his divine commiſ- 
ſion, are defective and inconcluſive, it is a 
weakneſs to rely upon his promiſes, notwith- 
ſtanding they are ſpecious and deſireable. 
And how is it to be known, that they are 
not? By implicitly believing his ſayings, 
and the reports of his followers? No. But 
in trying them by the teſt of reaſon. He 
that doth, is not to be ſtigmatized with the 
odious name of a deiſt, and thoſe, who do 


not, have no claim to the honourable ap- 


pellation of a chriſtian. 

What preſumption to queſtion the reve» 
lation of Gop, what bold impiety to refuſe 
or withhold aſſent to it, faith the pious zea- 
lot. We would not offend him, yet are 
of opinion, that it is neither preſumption, 
nor implety, to examine it, and to be con- 
vinced that it is a real, not a pretended, a 
true, not a falſe, revelation. What will you 
reject the word of Gop? No. But it is 
right, before we receive it as ſuch, ta ſee 

whether 
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whether reaſon will allow it ſo to be. What 
ſhall reaſon judge the ALMIGHTY ! No. But 
it may try, whether or no he is the author, 
of what is aſcribed to him. This is the 
touchſtone of truth, and intended by the 
gracious giver of it for -our guide through 
life. And it is beyond the power of man, 
even a miracle, to eſtabliſh a thing as true, 


or of divine revelation, which i isi nconſiſtent 


with or contradictory to reaſon. For in- 
ſtance, was a revelation to repreſent the dei - 
ty unmerciful and unjuſt, not all the mira- 
cles of Moſes and the Prophets, of Jeſus and 
his Apoſtles, would be able to eſtabliſh an 
opinion ſo monſtrous and abſurd, | 
The pretenſions of the impoſtors Theudas 
and Judas were very plauſible, if the col- 
lection of a multitude of followers, and the 
firm attachment to their intereſt, may be 
admitted for proofs. What do you put the 
character of the holy Jesus upon a level 
with thoſe vile impoſtors; No. But how 
do you diſtinguiſh Jꝝsus to be the true, 
them to be the falſe CuRISs TDT Is it not 
by a fair and candid examination of their 
ſeveral pretenſions by a free and unpre- 
judiced voice of reaſon? If reaſon muſt 


abſolutely ſubmit to faith, right or wrong, 
1 4 hea» 
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heathniſm and mahommetaniſm wil put 
in their claim to a divine revelation, and de- 
mand reſpect and reverence. | 
If to examine things by reaſon, is to be 
a freethinker, would to Gop! that every pro- 
feſſor of chriſtiany was a freethinker; we 
ſhould not then meet with ſo many chriſ- 
tt,an fools and knaves: fools who believe, 
they know not what, and knaves who prac- - 
| "tiſe contrary to what they believe; ſuch 
are a diſgrace to humanity, and a diſhonour 
to any religion. A man doth not deſerve 
to be branded for a villian, becauſe he 
-pleaſes to exerciſe the powers he hath 
received from his CREATOR, in endea- 
4 vouring, amidſt ſo much uncertainty, to 
find out, if poſſible, where truth lies. A 
rational chriſtian, who being of no ſe&, or 
party, connects reaſon, morality, and chriſ- 
tianity together, is an amiable! and wor- 
thy character. They are not to be reck- 
oned of this number, whoſe depraved man- 
ners and vicious lives ſhew their prejudices 
againſt chriſtianity to ariſe, not from any 
inconſiſtency with reaſon, but from the ex- 
cellency and purity of its precepts, enforced 
by the moſt juſt and aweful ſanctions. Li- 


bertiniſm, not reaſon, decides the fate of 
religion 
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religion with ſuch wretches. Not ſuch the 
perſon, who if he thinks freely, doth not 
live freely, who if he refuſes to admit any 
thing to be religion, except what is agree- 
able to, reaſon, diſdains to do any thing 
_ contrary to it. This is not infidelity, 
though ſo deemed by the fooliſh zealot, 
who like to the formal phariſee of old, 
| hath the appearance of piety and goodneſs 
on his countenance, whilſt pride and un- 
charitableneſs are raging within. 

The ſcripture, it is true, is the word of 
Gop, yet it is not profaneneſs to withhold 
aſſent, no impiety to refuſe an implicit faith, 
no ſin to examine it. CHRIST himſelf re- 
ferred the jews to an examination of their 
writings for proofs of his miſſion, which 
had they done, they would have been his 
diſciples. And there is no doubt of thoſe 
becoming proſelytes to chriſtianity, who 
ſhall examine the contents of the goſpel 
impartially, propoſing none other end from 
ſuch examination, than an acknowledg- 
ment of its truth, or a detection of its falſ- 
hood. A man is not to be accounted an 
enemy to inſpiration, nor doth he derogate 
from the authority of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, becauſe he . not think an equal 

| credit 
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credit to be due to all the jewiſh writings : 

neither is he-to be reputed an unbeliever 

and blaſphemer of the goſpel, becauſe he 
refuſes to ſubſcribe to every thing, which 

is recommended to him for the doctrines 

and precepts of CurIsT and his Apoſtles. 

The ſceptic who doubts and the ſuperſtiti- 

0 ous who credits every thing, of every thing, 
are alike deſerving of cenſure, alike cul- 
pable : But not ſo the man, who, though 
determined to examine every thing, keeps 

' His mind open for conviction in any thing; 

; he merits the praiſe and commendation of 
an honeſt man. Such a perſon's exceptions 

8 proceed from a regard for the honour of 

Gop. Should he not therefore be treated, 
rather as the friend, than the enemy of re- 
welation? He who acts upon other princi- 

ples, though he may be deemed a chriſtian, 

forfeits his underſtanding, and juſtifies that 

abſurd and profane reflection upon chriſti- 

anity, that its profeſſors are meer old wo- 

men. Chriſtianity is however a ſenſible and 

* rational ſyſtem, it wants not ſupport from 

credulity, nor requires an implicit faith; 

it calls upon every one to ſearch, to try, to 

ſee, whether things are ſo, or not. Let the 

goſt ſubtle wit ſcrutinize and ſift its proofs, 


with an able head there is an honeſt heart, 
| he 
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he will not fail of convincing himſelf of its 
divine authority. It is the neglect of reading 
the ſcriptures, and the taking things up- 
on truſt, with an idle and looſe way of think- 
ing and living, which have produced, in- 
creaſed, and will continue the ſpirit of irre- 
ligion. A freethinker is an honourable cha- 
racter, but many, who aſſume it, are vile 
abandoned creatures, whoſe ſreedom of 
thought is occafioned by the wickedneſs of 
their actions, whoſe enmity to revelation 
ariſes from an abhorrence of its laws, and 
who wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt the 
light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 


TIRDLV. 


Let us conſider the principal cauſes of free- 
thinking. 


Vice, it is known, makes many, not eve· 
ry man an unbeliever. Though he that be- 
lieves, and practiſes not, is accounted a be- 
liever, ſhould he not rather be eſteemed the 
reverſe? Can he admit chriſtianity to be 
true, who lives, as if it was falſe? A good 
life is the only proof to be given of the ſince- 
rity of the chriſtian's faith.. Immorality, it is 
allowed, is the parent of infidelity, yet the . 
immoral chriſtian is not a degree better than 
the infidel; profeſſion ſignifying nothing, 

. whe 


— 
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hen actions give the lie to it. As we can- 
not ſuppoſe every chriſtian to be a good 
man, ſo by fair reaſoning we ſhould not 
aſſert every freethinker to be a bad man: 
Therefore, though many are enemies to re- 
velation, becauſe they are wicked, there 
may be ſome, who are ſo, if we may be 
permitted to uſe the expreſſion, from a 
principle of honeſty and goodneſs. Thoſe 
Who are otherwiſe, we do not concern our- 


5 ſelves with, leaving them to their own ob- 


ſtinacy, till experience of its ſad effects hath 


cC̃onvinced them of their folly. 


One cauſe of freethinking is the ts 
of religion, not the myſteries themſelves, 
but the interpretation of them, which is ar- 
bitrary. Is the freethinker here to be blam- 
ed? What faith the believer? Hath he, 
or Can he have, any knowledge of theſe mat- 
ters? Let him declare his ſentiments freely. 
—No.—Doth not the word myſtery imply 
ſomething ſecret and unknown ? If not, 
where is the myſtery? It ceaſes. Doth 
It then become any one to explore into the 
ſecrets of the Almighty ? What preſump- 
tion to aſſert, that he underſtands, and can 
explain them. Should thoſe things there- 

be inſiſted upon as abſolutely neceſſary 
Ry which the goſpel itſelf declares, 
1 and 
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and its preachers allow, to be unintelligible 
and incomprehenfible by the human under- 
ſtanding? Cannot a man be a chriſtian, WF: 
| he hath not that extraordinary capacity of 
knowing and comprehending all myſteries ? 
Will he be leſs the diſciple of CnRIS , who 
allows that great is the myſtery of godlineſs; 
who - acknowledging the neceſſity of an 
atonement, is amazed at Gop er in 

| te len??? FRETS 
. © Herein is the and 16 errour. Aon the 
myſteries of religion above the comprehen- 
ſion of human reaſon? Allowed. Who 
can explain them? No man. If no one 
can ſay, what we are to believe concerning 
them, can it be an offence to receive truths 
as incomprehenſible, which are ſo deliver- 
ed? No offence to reaſon, nor even td reli. 
gion, which hath been greatly injured” by 
the fooliſh attempts of her friends, to re- 
duce that to reaſon, which is above it, and 
to explain, what is inexplicable, in terms 
more obſcure, in language more mytterious, 
than the myſteries themſelves. © The ex- 
ploring into the ſecrets of the ALmieuTy 
| hath generally terminated, like the rath ' 
and abſurd undertaking of the poſtdiluvians 
in confuſion. Such. was the event in the 
| | ' chriſtian 
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chriſtian church, when its membets preſu- 
med to unfold the myſteries of religion; 
they under ſtood not one another; they imme- 
_  diately ſeparated, and formed different pars | 
ties; Love and charity were abſorbed in vain . 
wrangling, and, what was worſe, in bloody 
perſecutions, for they knew not what, and 
what no power on earth could ſettle and 
determine for them. 80 contrary to the 
| ſpirit of their religion was the conduct of 
its profeſſors, that there is no cauſe for 


Wonder, that men, who could think freely, 


ſhould not chooſe to become chriſtians en 
ſuch principles and practices. 

The doctrine of the Trinity or the Divi- | 
nity. of CRS are grand myſteries. What 


Pe perſon, leſs than inſpired, can inform Us, 


how theſe things are. The nature of the Per- 
ſons in the Trinity, and the manner of their 
exiſtence in the Godhead, how all the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwells in CuR1sT, and 
how CHRIST is Gop, are truths ſo occult, 
as to ſurpaſs the wit of man to form any 
idea of, Who is ſufficient to comprehend 
and underſtand theſe things? Who then 
dares to ſay, that he will be eternally damn - 
ed, who doth not believe, not them, 


but his explanation of them? Shall a man 
be 


— : | 
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be configned over to everlaſting torment, 
for the not aſſenting to terms and expreſ- 
fions, which are not to be found in, not to 
de deduced from the ſcriptures ? May not 
he, who doth not concefn himſelf with. 
things too high for him, be, notwithſtand- 
ing, a good, pious, and fincere chriſtian, 
and entitled to the benefits of CHRISN“s re- 
demption ? We are of opinion, that piety 
is much better, than orthodoxy | that the 
good man is the beſt chriſtian z and that 
whoever relies upon the merits, whatever 
he may think of the perſon of CuRIST, 
and conſcientiouſly obſerves the precepts of 
his religion, is in a ſtate of ſalvation. 
Beſides the myſteries of religion, another 
ſtumbling block is the canon of ſeripture. 
If a perſon cannot give credit to all the jew- 
iſh writings; if ſome appear to him of divine, 
and others of human authority; if he can- 
not entertain an high opinion of the cha- 
rater of ſome of the jewiſh worthies, and 
imagines it would be more decent and ſen- 
_ ſible to eraſe ſome paſſages or parts of the 
old Teſtament, muſt ſuch a, man be ac- 
counted an unbeliever, an enemy to chriſti- 
anity? May not a man be a chriſtian, un- 
leſs he is firſt a jew? Muſt he, preparatory, 


to 
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to the receiving of Cuxis for the ſaviour of 
mankind, become a convert to judaiſm ? 
II this had been the condition of the chriſ- 
tian covenant, chtiſtianity, we fear, would 
not have made any conſiderable progreſs, 
and its reception not been very extenfive. 
+ The atonement of Cur1sT was neceſſary, 
excluſive of judaiſm; he would have ap- 
peared, if a jew had never exiſted ; he came 
not to eſtabliſh the authority of the law and 
the prophets, but to ſave mankind from the 
guilt and puniſhment of fin. References to 
judaiſm, concerning the completion of pro- 


I pheſies by CURTIST, (convincing and ſatis- 


factory indeed to the jew) were of little 
uſe in the converſation of the heathen to the 
chriſtian faith: They had a mean and con- 
tetmptible opinion of that people, and who- 
ever reads their writings cannot find much 
to ſay in their commendation and praiſe. 
The expediency of a revelation, a ſatisfac- 
tion for ſin, and an afſurance of a future 
Nate, the world acknowledged that it want- 
ed. The goſpel was that revelation, offer- 
ed that ſatisfaction, and afforded that efſu- 
rance. This was received, not from its 
connection with judaiſm, but upon its on 
evidence, the cvidence of miracles, the 
. rea- 


- 
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reaſonableneſs of its doctrines, and the ex- 
cellency of its precepts. Too much ſtreſs 
hath been laid upon the connection of chriſ- 
tianity with judaiſm, as if its authority ab- 
ſolutely depended upon it, that if the one 
was not true, the other muſt be falſe. The 
writers, who have eſpouſed this opinion, 
have found it an arduous work to ſupport 
ſeyeral things contained in it with RE wn 
pearance of decency. p. | 

Judaiſm was a partial nd ene cli 
gion, revealed to the jews only, not intend- 
edito oblige univerſally, and at an appointed 
ſeaſon its obligation was to ceaſe amongſt 
the jews. Chriſtianity is a religion deſign- 
ed for the benefit, not of a particular people, 


but of all mankind, and its duration will 


continue to the end of the world. It gives 
credit'to the authority of judaiſm, but nei- 
ther receives, hor wants, any authority from 
it: It addreſſes itſelf to the reaſon of man, 
and from its conſiſtency with reaſon its 
power and influence are derived. We 
ſhould not therefore raſhly pronounce them 
to be enemies to the croſs of CurIsT, who 
think differently from us of ſome of the 
jewiſh writings, ſince it is not faith in them, 
but faith in CuRIS T, and repentance: and 
Mbp | K amendment” 


#- - 
* # * 
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amendment of life, that are the conditions 
af the goſpel of ſlvation * 


FA Founrmꝶm. 
We wan offer 2 cure for freetbinking 


From conſidering the neceſſity, the rea- 
ſonableneſd, and the principal cauſes of 
freethinking, we are led to offer a cute for 
it. Let us not then inſiſt on the receiving 
as true, what no one can prove ſo to be, 
nor compel and aſſent to things allowed to 
be inexplicable. If articles of religion are 
neceſſary, let them be expreſſed in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, without any human 
comments; the authority of the former 
|  Edinnot be diſputed; the expoſitions. of the 

latter may be juſtly queſtioned, in matters 
allowed by all, even the expoſitors them- 
ſelves, to be above reaſon. Let not faith 
in things, of which we are wholly igno- 
rant, and can bave no idea of, be deemed 
abſolutely neceſſary to falvation; the end- 


leſs controverſies about them ſhew, * 
they do not belong to us. 

Let conſcience be left free, Oblige we 
not men to believe, what they cannot un- 
data, and what oy {criptures do not 

| | Fequire 
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require them to belieye. The chriſtian 
ſcheme is a very deſireable and rational 
ſcheme, but articles, canons, and creeds 
have much disfigured it ; they haye made 
the yoke of CRS, which is .caly, hur- 
denſome, and what was before light, heavy; 
they have made many, who would have been 
the friends, enemies to chriſtianity, and 
a multitude of heretics of very good chriſti- 
ans. A man cannot be ſaved, unleſs he be- 
lieves not that, I great freedom this with the 
power of the ATMIO UH Y] when there is 
no reaſon for his belicving, either this or that, 
are very hard terms of ſalvation. 
Loet us not affix the odious names of a 
ſchiſmatic, heretic, or infidel, upon thoſe 
who differ from us in religious matters. If 
they hold the fundamental articles of our 
faith, CyRr1sT's atonement, and repentance, 
our humanity ſhould lead us to pity their ig- 
norance, our charity to excuſe their miſ- 
takes in other things. Let us not cenſure 
them for thinking freely and liberally of 
the ſcriptures. If they do not all appear to 
them tb be of the ſame authority, there is 
no injury done to revelation from not ad- 
mitting them. No one ſhould be con- 
demned for uſing his reaſon in an affair, 

K 2 which 
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which * ticerns: "his fatvaticn, that he 
might not hope, nor believe, in vain : Per- 
ſons of this ſort will' prove in the end the 
beſt'men; and the 20 ſincere chriſtians. 
As chriſtianity hath been greatly benefitted 
by freethinking, ſo, when conducted with 
candour and decency, it will ever prove an 
advantage to it. As the varying from the 
fimplicity of ſcripture language, i in framing 
articles, and interpreting the myſteries of 
retigtsn, gave riſe to, and hath multiplied, 
hereſies and enthuſiaſms, ſo a return to 
that fimplicity would put an vor to o them, 
and alſo to ere neten 
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©, CHAPTER. VERSE. 
| Woe: YE REPENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH. 


HE doctrine of re 5 can 
never be too much pteached, ſince 
its importance is fo great, that there is no 
ſalvation without it. This is the balſam, 
which heals the wounded conſcience'; this 
the plank to ſave us, when we have made 
whipwreck of our faith; this the anchor of 
our hope in the merits of Cuntsr: this 
doctrine therefore ſhould be made the | prin- 
_ Cipal, as it certainly is the moſt intereſting 
ſubject. Our bleſſed 'L6kv'entbred upon 
the work of bis winiſtry with preaching 
it, ſaying to the jews, repent ye. When 
he left this earth, and bor 6 up t to Red | 
ven, he commiſſioned the apoſtles to do the 
ſame, commanding them to preach repen- 
tance in his name. And it highly concerns 
every miniſter of the goſpel to follow the 
example, and to obey the command of his 
Lox, by exborting men at all times to re- 
pent, to turn away from their wickedneſs, 


that their ſouls may live, and not die. 
"CY | Under 
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ufer che law of Moſes the ſoul, that 
ſinned, died; under the covenant of grace 


. © the ſoul, that fins, may live. » With the 


| Jews repentatice availed nothing, but ſalva- 
ton; through the atonement of Carr, is 
held out to penitent chriſtian, , The 
law for ſeveral crimes admitted no expiation ; 
| not ſo the goſpel, i it offers to the moſt aban- 
doned ſinner, upon a ſincere and unfeigned 
repentance, pardan and peace. Come unto 
me, laid CHRIST, all that travel and are 2 
laden, and 1 will refreſh you: that is, I 
Vill celeaſe you from the bondage and ter- 
tours of fin, my blood will waſh away all 
your offences, and your iniquities ſhall be 
remembered no more. Muſt not the heart 
_ "ot the moſt obdurate, ſinner be melted at 
ſuch a gracious invitation? Is it poſſible 
for him to refuſe ſuch bleſſings freely offer- 
| ed to him ? . He, whoſe conſcience remains 
a and untouched after fo affection- 
ate an addreſs, deſerves to feel the ſeverity 
of that puniſhment, to which his obſtinacy 
and impenitency expoſe him to. | 
If repentance is of ſuch importance, as 
without it we ſhall neither obtain heaven, 
nor eſcape hell, it may be proper to conſi- 


der, what the nature of true repentance is: 
1 e | for 
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for there is a falſe repentance, by which men 
impoſe upon themſelves, and think that 
they are in a ſtate of ſalvation, when they 
are in a ſtate of damnation. That we may 
be guarded againſt ſo fatal a deluſion, it will 
be ſhewn, wherein the deceits of repentance 
lie, by which we ſhall: know, whether our 
repentance is ſuch, as the goſpel 2 
wayne it to nne v3 
J D 
| 8 19.443 93.5 FIRST, ee ae 

That Fe not true repentance, which pro- 
deen er of future eee 


The 3 tired out — folly, or N 
pable of gratifying it any longer, is, at laſt, 
by reflection, by conſcience, or by a divine 
impulſe-upon the ſoul, convinced of his 
guilt, andalarmed at his dangerous ſituation. 
His mind for the preſent is troubled, and 

full of anguiſh, and ſorrow. - A little time 
makes him eaſy again, Is this to be tetm- 
ed repentance? Jeroboam, when ſmitten 
at the altar, was immediately ſtrook with 
remorſe for his paſt guilt. Did the reſtora- 
tion of his hand produce an amendment 
of life. The panic was gone, the alarm of 
N danger over, and he increaſed his former 

3 guilt 
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guilt by a repetition of his crimes. Jeudas 
was ſorry for what he had done, yet that 
ſorrow did not exculpate him, did not ex- 
empt him from a puniſhment adequate to 
his / perfidy and baſeneſs. The ſinner is of- 
ten troubled, for the afflictions his wicked- 
neſs hath brought upon him, not at the 
wickedneſs he hath committed. It is the 
dread of divine vengeance, not a diſlike to 
in, that terrifies him. Such a one may, but 
falſly, conclude hitaſelf to be a true penitent. 


. Diſſi pate his fears and apprehenſions of a 


judgment. to come, and wickedneſs will 
be, as before, pleaſing to him. The ſuffer- 
ing of pain and trouble is not repentance. 
The malefactor, whilſt the ſcourge hangs 
over his head, promiſes reformation; let the 
ſcourge be removed, the dread of puniſh- 
ment being at an end, his promiſe of amend- 
ment is at an end. Repentance, without 
a perfect change of heart, wrought from a 
juſt ſenſe of guilt, not from fear or terrour, 
will be an to e of the ſoul. 


SECON DLY. 


: That is not true repentance, which proceeds 
+ trom a meer reſolution to forſake ſin. 
SY The 
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The ſinner is not to reſolve upon doing, 
but really to practiſe, What is good. He 
muſt not purpoſe to amend, he ſhould ac- 
tuahy reform his manners. He muſt leave 
off ſinning, not ſet himſelf againſt fin. © 
making vows to be ſober” and honeſt, thews 
a good diſpoſition, but it is the performance 
alone that 'conftitutes the true and ſincere 
penitent. A man afflicted with à grievous 
ſickneſs, which threatens his diſſolution, will 
Immediately betake himſelf to the moſt fo- 
lemn 'proteſtations, if Oop ſhall pleaſe” to 
reſtore him to his health again, He will lead 
a more holy and godly Hfe for the future. 
Yet, how often is it ſeen,” that the proteſta- 
tions, like the medicines, upon recovery, ate 
laid aſide,” being uſeleſs. The wickedneſs 
of the heart again appears, and this holy 
ſick man becomes as bad, as before, if not 
worſe. This is not to repent. A man 
may reſolve to leave fin, not 'becauſe it is a 
tranſgreſſion of the commandments of Gop, 
but becauſe it is painful and hurtful to him. 
Inſure him from diſorder and diſeaſe, that 
he ſhall meet with no trouble, nor. ſuffer 
any misfortune from his wickedneſs, and 
his piety and goodneſs will vaniſh- away. 


A repentance founded on ſuch a reſolution 
is 
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is certainly deceitful. Not leſs deceitful is 
the reſolution founded — 


of future gril. When the ſinner comes to 


die, he muſt be ſerious; he can trifle no 
longer with Gop and his conſcience; he 
knows that he ſhall ſhortly appear beſore 
the judgment ſeat of CukIsæ, and there 
receive a-recompence ſuitable, to his works. 
In this unhappy and comfortleſs ſituation, 
how earneſt will be his prayers to the 
throne of grace for pardon, what promiſes 
of amendment will he make. Prayers and 
promiſes, alaſs! are both vain. It is the 
fear of puniſhment, not the love of Gop, 
which extorts them from him. He re- 
ſolves to repent, when he can ſin, when he 
ean live no longer. This certainly is not 


Tandy. | 


That. i not true repentance, which ins 
only Ader many, and not all ſins. 


Tube finner may be induced to part with 
ſeveral fins, and yet retain a love and affec- 
tion for others: Ananias and Sapphira 
made a ſactifice of all their vices, except ava- 
rice, Herod at the preaching of John the 
; baptiſt 
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baptiſt did many good things, yet would 
not be diverted by his, reproofs. from ap 
inceſtuous marriage. The forſaking a mul- 
titude of fins will not excuſe an indulgence 
in one fin, that hath the ſentence of eternal 
death annexed to it. The ſinner muſt tho- 
roughly cleanſe and puriſy himſelf from his 
filthineſs, otherwiſe if one ſpot or blemiſh 

remains, he is not fit eee e 1 
Gor, and his Fopomtynch is rd ey 


| FounraLy. Te — $3 
That is not true repentance, which pro- 
| . ceeds from perſonal intereſt, not a r 
* f;or religion. 


"The finner here forſakes his A” not 
from a principle of duty, but from ſome 
worldly advantage. By continuing and per- 
fiſting in his follies he finds, that his repu- 
tation is injured, his credit leſſened in the 
'eſteem of his neighbours, his fortune or 


"eſtate greatly damaged, his health hurt, and 


his conſtitution impaired. To extricnte 
himſelf out of theſe evils, he reſolves to 
part with his vices. This indeed is acting 
like a prudent, not a religious man; it 'may 

make this preſent life comfortable, not ſe- 


40 S8 RMO. 


aN d Him the bapf pineſs of the nett; it 
may A Iminiſter; 155 5 the body, not pea ce 
| Gs Jour.” "When the price of 50 
Fee of mayners, proceeds not 
from a | a PU; — diſintereſted love of Gop, as 
e 115 in obedience e to His commands, 
—1 A aceount, anch rep entance of 

50 win 40-4774 Ac? . . =P Aden 
fag keun whit repentance is not, 


which wan are apt to call repentance, ' we 


mall now ſet forth, what it is, which con- 


fiſts iy a due and humble ſenſe of our wick- 
5 cel, und an apparent and viſible refor- 
AAS of Sur tives." For repentance to be 
entire and perfect, ſeveral things are ne- 
ceffary, without which it hath no efficacy; 
W 50 things are will ** Wee 


S %- - * 


IS gie "= 441 22 
3 "rider. 


: 


326 


"RF 1 1 


Before the. wk can amend, he muſt 
ſee bis faults; before. he can repent of 
his ſins, he muſt humble himſelf, and ac- 
1 e himſelf to be a ſinner ; before 
he can 3 of the benefits of Cuklsr 8 
death, he muſt feel the want of them, He 
muſt. not addreſs the ALMIGHTY in. the 
language of the proud phariſee, faying, 
G0, I thank thee, that Iam not as other 

men 
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men are, but ſhould with the humble pub- 
lican ſmite upon his breaſt, and ſay, Gop be 
merciful to me a ſinner. He muſt ſearch 
deep into his heart, and ſee his own- vile- 
neſs; he muſt not diſguiſe and colour over, 
but lay open and expoſe” the foulneſs of his 
fins. He muſt explore the moſt ſecret re- 
ceſſes of his ſoul, and not ſmooth over the ter- 
rours of guilt, remembring that the torments 
of hell are worſe. His fins may be. great, 
but the mercies of Gop are greater; the 
burden of them may be weighty, but the 
merits of CHRIST are weightier. If he ſe- 
riouſly turns to Gop, his ſins will, not- 
withſtanding their heinouſneſs, be par- 
doned. It is no crime to own his faults, 
to conceal them is dangerous. He cannot 
make his peace with Gon, unleſs he knows 
what, and how: many, his ſins are. This 
is an inquiry, rather diſagreeable, than 
difficult, for no man is inſenſible, when 
he doth wrong. Unleſs: the ſinner ſees his 
guilt, he cannot e nor repeat | 
* alis e 


p FI 3 lan 22 
"The fnner muſt not only” ſee, but be 


is not real. The greater his wickedneſs, 
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ſhould hie ſorrow be; for the 


the greater 
|  effences he hath committed, not for the 
puniſhment they have-metited, the former 


is a godly; the latter an hypocritical ſorrow, 
It la grief of mind to the true penifent, 
hen his ſins are pardoned, to think that 
he ſhould ever have offended ſo gracious 
and merciful a Gon. Though tears of joy may 
flow, when he reflects upon the danger he 

hat eſcaped (rom the heinouſneſs of his 
crimes, tears of ſorrow will pour, when 
be conſiders, how much he bath abuſed 
God's love and goodneſs towards him. 
Hs cannot have a proper ſenſe of his guilt, 
who doth not grieve for it. When the foul 
is troubled, and the heart, as it were, bleeds 
for fin; when grief proceeds from the im- 
piety in treſpaſſing againſt Gop, not from 
| fear of divine vengeance ; when the ſin- 
ner afflicts his ſoul, not rents his garments, 
ſuch an humiliation is acceptable to Gop, 
and ſuch a repentance qualifies him to re- 
ceive the mercies of CRI T. The ſinner 
will know, when he ſorrows after a godly 
ſort, if he feels as much pain in lamenting 
for his fins, as he did pleaſure in the com- 
mitting them; if what he: enjoyed with 


Ws he can leave. Without ae 
a 
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and regret; and would rather endure the 
ſevereſt torture, than repeat | His follies, 
Wo can weep and lament for the loſs of a 
friend, of a relation, of - worldly good. 


not therefore ſorrow too much for our ſins, 
which, if unrepented of, will deprive us of 


e 4 | A | 4” A c 

T be finner muſt not only be ny ws 
but confeſs his fins. Confeſſion of ſins is 
the natural conſequence of real ſorrow. 


If the heart is truly affected, the tongue will 


utter its griefs, it will confeſs, not hide 
its ſins and offences. This confeſſion is to 
be made freely, not extorted, as Bu- 
laam's was, when, through fear of imme» 


diate death, he ſaid to the angel, Lo, I 


bave ſinned: or, as Simon Magus's was; 
when, from a dread of eternal damnation, 


he intreated the Apoſtles to pray for him. 
The ſinner is to confeſs his fins, before G ö 
hath viſited him by misfortunes, by ſickneſs, - = 
or by death, And as his confeſſion is free; ſo 


is it ſincere; he not only confeſſes, but de- 
tells 8nd loaths. big flo; his: LS 


* 


hat are all theſe loſſes to the loſs of 
way and the favour of Goy? We can- - 


those ingftimable bleſſings,” OO? TIE a 
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tongue go together; he acknowledges 
his wickedneſs, and forſakes it. Like to 


che) prodigal ſon he ſaith, I have ſinned 
© againſt heaven, and like to the adulterous 
Woman, he ſins no more. He doth not, 
like to FPharoah, confeſs his fins, and hard- 
en his heart; or, like to the deluded pa- 
piſt, from confeſſion of ſin immediately 
proceeds to the commiſſion of ſin, but ho- 
neſtly reſolves to leave it. For repentance 
therefore to be ſincere, we muſt confeſs, 
not conceal our ſins, for though we may 
impoſe upon man, we cannot deceive Gop- 
es. are adminiſtted in vain, , when, 
the, diſorder is unknown, nor can pardon 
| be bad, when the guilt is coyered. David 
confeſſed his ſins unto the Lonp, and he 
pardoned them. Ananias and Sapphira for 
concealing them periſhed in their iniquity. 
Theſe are examples for our admonition, to 
encourage us to make an ample confeſſion 
of all our ſins, and not to conceal, nor ex- 
78 cuſe, nor extenuate our guilt. Confeſſion 
gives gaſe to the troubled. mind, procures 
che pardon of ſin, reconciles us to the 

friend(hip.) of Gop, and entitles us $a, the 
_ glories: of heayen. . 


Sed: a 10 ie Ds e333 
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AGAIN. 


+ The 8 muſt not _ i Flee 
be aſhamed of his fins. He hath not a juſt 
ſenſe of - guilt, Who cannot bluſh for it. 
When the - finger- conſiders his abuſe f 


Gop's goodneſs, the bleſſings he is, not- 


withſtanding, daily - receiving, and the 
great mercies in redeeming him from fin 
and miſery, muſt he not be aſhamed 
of his | ingratitude ? Hath he any cauſe 
4 reaſon: to offend God? Doth he deſerve 
to be thus treated for his merciful kind- 
neſs towards him? Would it not be 

a a moſt ungrateful return to abuſe the kinda 
neſs of a friend? What horrid ingratitude 
then tg make none other return for the gra- 
cious diſpenſations of heaven, than the abu- 
ling of them!- Sin degrades man to the 
brute, deprives him of his reaſon, ſtupifies 

his conſcience, ſtrips him of the divine 
image of holineſs, fills him with all impu- 
rity and luſt, and reduces him from a ſtate 
little lower than the angels, to be the com- 
panion of devils. If ſuch is the ſituation of 
the ſinner, he certainly muſt be aſhamed of 
his folly, when convinced of it. How 
great uy his ſhame be increaſed, who 
| L | riſks 


I - 


\ 
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riſks his ſalvation for the - gratification of a 
trifling luſt, ſells his birthright for a..meſs 
of pottage, ventures the loſs of heaven, 
Judaß like, for the gain of a little ſordid 
= and ſacrifices glory and immortality 
for rioting and drunkenneſs, As the ſenſe of 
ſhame is a proof of the ſincerity of repent- 
_ ance, ſo the want of it ſhews the ſinner to 
be hardened. . He that is aſhamed. of fin, 


will not commit, but refrain from it. It 


is this ſenſe of ſhame, that checks the no- 
vice in ſin, who, whilſt the bluſh continue 
upon his / Mp will at leaſt be re- 
ſtrained from the practiſe of infamous. 
vices. 


AGAIN. \ 


CO 4 


The 3 — muſt not only be aſhamed 


a but hate ſin, he muſt loath and abo- 


minate it, he muſt flee from, not meddle 
with it. What was before the object of 


deſire, muſt now be the object of hatred, 
He muſt abhor the practice, not of his fa- 


vourite fins only, but of all fins whatever. 


For his repentance to be beneficial to him, 
he/mvuſt love Gop, and him alone. He 
muſt not merely inveigh againſt, but deteſt 
ſin; he muſt enliſt himſelf under the ban- 
ner of tle ALMIGHTY, and be at en 


War 
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war with fin; his beloved and boſom 
friend muſt be treated as the worſt of ene- 
mies; be muſt never more be at peace 
with it, and his hatred againſt it muſt be 
implacable. And ſurely there wants no 
inducement to the finner to hate ſin, when 
the love of it ſeparates him from Gop, de- 
prives him of his mercies through CHRIST, 
huts the gates of heaven againſt him, and 
_ conſigns him over to evetlaſting perdition, 
If the ſinner, inſtead of hating fin entirely, 
reſerves an inclination for any, he is dou- 
ble minded, he is in doubt whom it is beſt 
to ſerve, Gop or his luſts, and conſe- 
quently his repentance is invalid. He. that 
hates not fin, loves it, and he that loves i it, 
can never repent of having committed it. 
He cannot think of a reconciliation with 
Gop, who hath the leaſt affection or incli- 
nation for that, which oppoſes itſelf to Gon. 
A man cannot continue in ſin, and expect 
the bleſſings of divine grace; the living in 
the conſtant practice of one fin is ſufficient 
to condemn him: he cannot ſincerely love 
_ Gov, unleſs he is an enemy to every fin 
whatever. Heaven is a place of perfect 
purity and holineſs, none except the pute 
aud upright will be admitted into it. As 
L 2 hell 


ff s E 0 8. 
hell is! the portion of the wicked, ſo is hea- 
ven the habitation of juſt mien made perfect. 


If a man doth not hate fin, though he may 
not commit it, his will is for it, and con- 
ſequently his abſtaining from it, proceeds 
from a. fear of evil, not from a regard for 
bis duty. Such a one is not a true penitent, 
he muſt be pure in thought, as well as in 
deed, for to worſhip. Gop with the lips, 
and jor wa the heart, is hypocricy and 
1 2 $73) d Ws Tore i'g, ily. y 7 ** 
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Röm his ſin, that is, he muſt reform his 
manners. As before he was wholly: taken 
up in vicious gratifications, he muſt be now 
wholly employed in the ſervice of religion. 
He muſt leave the high and beaten road of 
fin, and walk in the folitary yet peaceful 
ſhade of virtue. 80 great muſt be the 
change wrought, that he muſt be as it were 
a new man, by having a different ſoul. 
Profaneneſs muſt be no more uttered by his 
tongue, nor wantonneſs ſeen in his looks; 

*his hands muſt no longer deal with wicked- 
"neſs, nor his feet be ready to execute miſ- 


Chief; he muſt Torbear to liſten to the 
8 8 voice 
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| ics of the feducer, his houſe muſt no more 
be the ſeat of drunkenneſs, nor himſelf the . 
companion of riotous and; diſſolute men: 
Ute to the penitent prodigal, be muſt leave 
with all his heart. Pardon for fin is not to be 
procured by weepihg anc lamentation, but 
by diſmiſſing and entirely abandoning it. 
The ſinner muſt both tepent of and turn 
from his. wickedneſs; if he returns to it 
again, the wrath of Gop abideth upon him, 
he ſtands condemned by his on conſci- 
ence; and the day of bis ſalvation is paſt. 
Gop bears long with ſinners, he deſires 
their life, not their death,, Why wilt ye 
die, fot I have no pleaſure in the death of 
a ſinner, faith the LoD. Turn, turn 
— me, and I will have mercy upon you. 
What more gracious invitation can ſinners 
have? If when Gop thus graciouſly calls 
unto them to turn unto him, and repent of 
their Gns, they will neither turn, nor repent, 
then will he prepare for them the arrows of 
death, he gives them up to follow their own 
luſtsand evil imaginations, and inſtead of be- 
ſtowing upon them the gift of eternal life, 
he pays them the wages of ſin, eternal 


death. arg 
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Haying ſhewn, wherein the nature of 
true goſpel repentance conſiſts, we ſhall 
briefly urge ſome reaſons to enforce the 
ptactice of the duty; which, ve Hope, 
through the grace of Gop IGG 
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tr Ms is the ſpecial cen of 
the ArmrenTy, ſo faith an apoſtle : Gop 

commandeth all men, every where, to re- 
pent. This is the ſolemn decree of hea- 
ven, and, if we expect ſalvation, we muſt 
fincerely obey it. Gop is not a man, that 
he ſhould lie, if we will not repent, the 
decree remains firm and ſure, it will not be 
teverſed. If we live and die in our ſins, 
we ſhall ſurely receive the juſt reward of 
them; not mercy, but judgment, not the 
cancelling, but the fulfilling of the ſentence 
of the law, will take place. Gop's com- 
mand is good and gracious; obedience 
to it is our benefit, not his, we gain hea- 
ven by it; without it inſtead of hopes of 
happineſs, we muſt have a dreadful ne 
en of a e to come. 
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duty is, that whilſt we continue in ſin, we 
are at enmity with Gop, we can neither 
procure the pardon of fin, nor enjoy his 
favour and friendſhip, We can look for no 
| bleffings from heaven upon any of our un- 
dertakings, whilſt-we are in open rebellion 
againſt it; we may juſtly fear, that all our 
labour will be turned into evil, or come to 
nought. Gop is righteous, he cannot 
therefore approve of, nor delight in, nor 
do good to thoſe, who take a pleaſure, and 
live in wickedneſs. He will, if we repent 
not, conſume our days in vanity, and our 
years in ſorrow; we ſhall end our lives in 
bitterneſs of ſpirit and anguiſh of heart; 
and as we have lived without any benefit of 
Go in this world, ſa we ſhall die without 
receiving pardon and _ from him in 
e. 685 801 


THIRDLY, | 


bays reaſon for the practice ofithis 
ai is, that without repentance the merits 
of CHRIST- are of no fignification. His 
* — to atone for the guilt, not the 
20 | L 4 com- 


18582 10e 


commiſſion of ſin. He exhorted men to 
leave their ſins, did not give them a licence 
to continue in them. Salvation is offered 
to the penitent ſinner, not to him who 
chooſes to perſiſt in his follies. He came 
not to ſave men abſolutely, whether they 
will repent, or not. Reſtitution is ſome ſa - 
tis faction to a man for the injury done him; 
and repentance is a kind of repatation for the 
diſhonour done to Gon by an infringement 
and violation of his law. Repentance is a 
qualification neceſſary to render us worthy 
of partaking of -CursT's merits, and with- 
out it CnRIS T for us will have died in vain, 
we are yet in our ſins, and in due time 
ſhall receive the 6 them. 


ts" . 
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Another reaſon for the practice of - this 
| a that by a continuance in ſin we 
may deprive ourſelves of the grace of Gop, 
and repentance be impracticable. He that 
hath deſpiſed the word of Gop, acted againſt 
the reproofs of conſcience, done deſpite 
to the Hoy Srixrr, by diſregarding his 
divine impulſes moving him to repentance, 
and turned a deaf ear to the remonſtrances 


of his reaſon, will in all probability: periſh 
64,58 15 5 : in 
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1 It is a terrible thing to be 
deſerted of Gon, to have his mere with 
drawn from us, and to be given over a ptey 
to our luſts. There cannot be greater 
wretchedneſs couceived, than that of » man 
full of wickedneſs; and abandoned to fini 
He needs no [puniſhment hereafter; whot 
hath hell torments always within him. All 
his pleaſures will not rid him of bis: ſtart; 
ind though he bids defiance to the laws 
of his Manx, he dreads the vengeance 
of divine juſtice for his diſobedience. Let 
us not therefore forſake the command- 
ments of our Gop, leſt he ſhould forſake us. 
Live we not in, but repent of our fins, whilſt 
pardon may be had, leſt our hearts being 
hardened, and the powers of conſcience 
over-ruled, the day of mercy ſhould be paſt, 
and our falvation irrecoverably loſt. Re- 
member we, that without repentance our 
| praiſes of Gop are an abomination, our 
prayers a fin, ant inſtead of a bleſſing cauſe 
a curſe to deſcend upon our heads ; that 
without repentance we ſhall not enjoy hap- 
pineſs here, nor be entitled to pardon of fin, 
nor have any claim to everlaſting glory hero. 
after ; uncomfortable will our life be, and 
terrible the end of it, and when the bands 
| of 


156 S ERM ON S. 


Sl death mut be losſed, ur ſhaft riſe not to 
but miſerable eternity. 

May Gop of his infinite mercy avert this 
dreadful fate! And as we know not the 
time of our viſitation, the hour when our 
Loxp cometh, may we by a ſpeedy and 
ſincere repentance be at all times prepared 
to meet him, and be ſaluted by him from 
the ſeat of judgment with this joyful ſalu- 
tation, Well done, thou good and faithful 
fervant, enter thou into the joy ofthy Lok. 
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N. the preceding deus we explained 
the nature of the goſpel tepentance, ſhews 
ing what it was, and what it was not, and 
urged ſome reaſons to enforce the; practice 
of this duty, which we ſhall ny to ro- 
commend. 
FirsT : By ſome ee 
SECONDLY; By the comforts ariſing 
from it. 
THIRDLY : Shall conclude with a general 
exhortation to the practice of it from the. 
preſent ſtate of morality and religion. 


Fin. 


we We are to Toqpramoend the praftice, 
of this, duty of repentance by ſome er 

ful motives. 
1. Nothing is more acceptable to "Gov, 
than true repentance. No ſooner did the 
prodigal ſon ſee his folly, and reſolve to for- 
fake it, but his father moſt, tenderly and 
affectionately embraced . and readily | 
and 
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— forgave: hims.: Ant ds face 
doth'the ſinner acknowledge his offences 
againſt heaven, but his pardon is ſigned. 

The facrifices of Gon are a broken ſpirit, 
a broken and contrite heart he will not de- 
fpiſe. No prayer aſcends to the throne of 
grace with fo much odour, none ſo ſure of 
Faceeſs,\as-thar-of a ſinner truly ſenſible of 
| his own wretchedneſs and unworthineſs. 

Heaven cannot vrichheld forgiveneſs, when 
- ths Beart is touched with a juſt ſenſe of its 
guilt.” The prayers of penitents pierce - 
through che clouds. Upon Nathan's reproof 
David's heart ſmote him, he was immediately 
conſcious of the enormous ſins he had com- 
mitted; be acknowledged bis wWiekedneſs, 
fepented of it, and was accepted. When 
Ahab humbled himſelf, part of the ſentence 
pronounced againſt him was remitted. 
Nothing renders our ſervices ſo pleaſing to 
Gov, as repentance. ' The petition of the 
humble publican was approved, he was con- 
vinced of his fins, and fo deeply affected with 
his guilt, that he dared not to lift up his eyes 


to heaven, but, with an heart overwhelmed 
with ſorrow and grief, he ſmote on his breaſt, 
| = Gop, be thou merciful to me a fin- 
He was accepted, and the vain boaſt- 


ing 
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ing of the hypocritical phariſee condemned 


for Gop reſiſteth the proud, and giveth 


grace to the humble. The tears of ſinners 
mercy, they have a voice, that will be heard, 
and heard in beayen. The ſorrows of the 


penitent are like the ſorrows of a woman 


in her travail. Pain is felt, whilſt the ſenſe 
of guilt remains, but repentance delivers 
the ſinner from his anziety and trouble, and 


lor the joy of his deliverance from the 
power of ſatan unto God, from whom he 
Will zeceive forgivenels of fins, and an inhe: 
Titance amongſt them, ha urg an by 
faith, that is in CHRIS Tr. 


Een it nothing will profit us, What 
avails without it the poſſeſſion of power, 
of wealth, of knowledge? Is it nat far 
more glorious to ſubdue our luſts, than to 
conquer kingdoms; to be the ſaint, than the 
hero? Is it not more beneficial to mortify one 
fin, than to -underſtand all knowledge? 
Will the wealth of India ſatisfy for the lols 
of heaven, or the acquiſition of the whole 
world compenſate for the deſtruction of the 
ſoul? What n 4 is a fair counte- 


nance 
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he remembers, no more the former grief, 
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nance with a bad heart? What good to 
be arayed in purple and fine linen, and luſt 
raging within? How much ſupetior vir- 
tue cloathed in rags to vice decked in em- 
broidery. What real benefit external ap- 
plauſe to the man, who is ſelf condemned? 
The poor in ſpirit, who, though deſtitute of 
worldly advantages, hath no ſecret” guilt to 
make him afraid, is far better than” he; 
whoſe conſcience reprove and upbraids lim 
for bis wickedneſs, though wealthy and 
powerful! Felix, great as he was, trembled 
on the ſeat of judgment, when his priſoner, 
St. Paul, reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temper- 
ance, and 4 judgment to come. Who 
would envy theenjoyments of a Dives to'be 
zormented in his flames? Let worldly 
men ſay,” what they will, there is no happt- 
_ neſs without innocence, and without repen- 
tance they will be miſerable. There is no 
purchaſing redemption from ſin by money, 
no ſuppreſſing the reproofs of conſcience by 
a bribe; guilt will be always uppermoſt, and, 
Uke to bitter herbs, will render their choi- 
ceſt delicacies' unſavoury. Eterpity will 
make the boldeſt ſinner tremble, and cauſe 
him, like Belſhazzar at his banquet, to turn 
An Hf 8 is of little worth, whilſt 
— living 
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living, the benefits of it are groat, when dy- 
ing. Though men in the eaſy enjoyment 
of their ſinful pleaſures may not be afraid 
of its terrours, or regardleſs of its comforts; 

' their inward peace is diſturbed; and at the 
approach of death their hearts will melt 
within them, for fear of thoſe miſeries com- 
ing upon them, which they know themſelves 
to have deſerved. As a man afflicted with 
the gout may be rendered inſenſible, not 
cured of the pain by intemperance, ſo a 
man by finful pleaſures may divert, not 
diſſipate the fears of ſuturity, may for a time 
ſtifle, not remove the terrours of conſcience. 
Repentance alone gives inward peace. 
3. Another motive to repentance is, that 
it is effeQual towards procuring the pardon - 
of the moſt heinous fins. What fin ſo great, 
that heaven will not for the merits of 
Cnx1sT forgive? His blood is ſufficient 
to waſh away all iniquity: Let the finner 
approach the throne of grace, acknowledg- 
ing with all humility his offences, and 
with a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of amendment 
of life, though his offences were red 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall become white as ſnow, 
they will be all expunged, and the guilt of 
them be done away. Let no man be diſ- 
couraged from repentance, whatever his 


wicked- 


| Aan ond. | | 
Ats ke far wers nin with, but 
not without ite; He may ſay, that his fins, 
are ſo manꝝ and great, that he dares not to 
look up. that he can have no hope of merey, 
which he hath preſumptuouſly abuſed, but 
a.dreadfy] expectation of divine yengeance, = 
Which he hath; juſtly, deſerved. Let him 

paot deſpair, nor continue in a ſtate of impe- 
nitency, for that will increaſe, not leſſen 
his guilt. Divine grace may, notwithſtand- 
| ing. be had. 155 CHRI ST invites ſinners to r 8 
pent, and he died to ſecure io them the par- 
don of their ſins. Is the ſinner then not 
abandoned to deſpair? May he be releaſed 
from thoſe fears, and that uneaſineſs, which 
diſturb. and diſtract his ſoul? Hath heaven 
apy mercy. left for one, whoſe repeated of- 
fences have cried aloud for judgment againſt 
him? Ves. By what means is this mercy 
to be obtained? By repentance. How is 
he aſſured of this? By the word of Gopz 
which declares to him upon this condition, 
for the. merits of CHRIST, his fins will be 
forgiven. Let the fioner ſay with David, 
Lond, I have ſinned againſt thee, and 
CunisT will anſwer him, as the Lok did 
David, Lo, I have put awa thy fin. 
If he confeſſes his fins, Gop is faithful and 
juſt to e. him his fins. CnRLsT is 
his 


/ 
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bis binn he pays the debt for him. Theſe 
words of the apoſtle; Gop is faithful and 
juſt, are words of comfort to the ſinner, 


an encouragetment to repentance; affording 


him not hope, but confidence that his fins. - 
will be pardoned, for Gop hath bound him- 
ſelf by a. promiſe to forgive him. Wert | 
apoſite doth not ſay, Gop is merciful, and 
therefore he will forgive him bis fins, but * 
he is juſt; and muſt pardon them, becauſd 
he hath obliged himſelf by a promiſe ſb to 
do. He hath! ſaid, the ſoul that tepenteth | 
it mall live, and his juſtice is concerned in 
the performance of this promiſe: ' Let the 
finner then be. ſorry for, and tepent of his 
fins, having a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in 
CRN“ merits, and Gop will not, Go 
cannot withhold his pardon from him. 
Let him accuſe himſelf, let him "plead + 
guilty; and merey, not judgment, will fol- 
low. Thus no ſinner need to deſpair of ſals 
vation, for ſooner ſhall heaven and earth 
paſs away, than one tittle of Gop's promiſes 
fail. Hath he ſaid; and will he not do it? 
Let the ſinner acknowledge his iniquity, 
and his pardon is ſure. He that ſows in 
tears, ſhall reap in joy. If our fins alarm 
and terrify us, 1 promiſe” will ſupport” 


and 
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and ander us. If we feel the ſting of 
death within us, look we to Cur1sT, as to 
our brazen ſerpent, and he will heal our 
wound. If from the multitude of our fins 
we are inclined to deſpair, remember we, 
that Gop's juſtice is engaged for our pardon, 
and our ene before oO” will uns be 
it peace. er . | 1 
. e ee to ne is, that 


by it we are entitled tothe aid and aſſiſtance 


of divine grace. The SprriT, daith the 
ſeripture, helpeth our infirmities, A com- 

fortable truth this for the repenting ſinner 
to hear. Can any one ſtand in greater 
need of this help than him, who is about 
quitting thoſe paths of vice and folly, which 
he lately frequented with ſatisfaction and 
delight; wherein alſo he centered his 
- happineſs? Will not ſolicitations to fin be 

many, temptations powerful? Sin and 
ſinners will beſet him on every fide, to with- 
draw him, if poſſible, from his reſolution 
of amendment; his companions will pro- 
bably laugh at and upbraid him for his 
weakneſs, and even thoſe, who ſhould en- 
courage the good diſpoſition in him, will be 
afraid to converſe and aſſociate with him, leſt 
| he * t a diſſembler. Hath not 
ſuch 
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ſuch a perſon need of the aſſiſtance of di- 
| Vine grace, to ſtrengthen and- ſapport him 
in ſuch a conflict between his reaſon and ap- 
petites, his duty and pleaſure? The peni- 
tent wants the "fiſtance, and Gop will, as 
he is able, afford it him. To him, who 
aſketh, Cuxisr hath ſaid, ſhall the Hor v 
Spinir be given. For what purpoſes? 


To aſſiſt him in the knowledge, and encou- 


rage him to the practice of the will of Gop; 
to preſerve him from evil, to comfort him 
in affliction, to guard him againſt and de- 
feat the malice both of his ſpiritual and tem- 
poral enemies, to enable him to reſiſt temp- 
tations, to diſpoſe him to abandon his vices, 
and when reformed to co-operate with his 
Intention of continuing and perſevering in - 
the ways of virtue and religion. Can there 
be any ſtronger motive urged to induce the 
man, who hath lived in treſpaſſes and fins, 
to lead a virtuous and forſake a vicious life, 

than that Gop will be his guide to direct, 
his counſellor to adviſe, his ſaviour to help, 

his friend to ſuccour him ? | 

F. Another motive to repentance is, that 
it procures for us temporal bleſſings: Gon 
will proſper the work and labour of our 
hands, for no good thing will he withhold 
| NM 4 from 


£ 
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\ from "them, who live a godly life. 1f we” 
ſeek firſt the kingdom of Gop, we ſhall 
want for none of the, comforts of this life; 


* We ſhall partake of every thing, in the poſ- 


ſeffion and enjoyment of which wicked men 
place their felicity, not indeed like to them 


n a criminal indulgence, but in a moderate 
and peaceful enjoyment. What is there, 


that a powerful Gop cannot, what is there, 


that a gracious Gop will not do, if we live 


in a ſincere and perfect obedience to his 
laws 7 The righteous man will never be 
forſaken, nor will his ſeed after him be ſuf- 
fered to beg their bread. He doth good 
not only to Ei own ſoul, but his poſterity 
is bleſſed through him, even thoſe are bleſſed 
whom he ſerves; Potiphar and Pharaoh | 
Þroſpered for Joſeph's ſake. He prevents 
or averts divine judgments; at the interceſ- 
fion of Lot Zoar was preſerved. As fin 
blaſts, ſo repentance cauſes the work of our 
hands to proſper. The righteous ſhall flou- 
riſh, but the workers of iniquity, will be 


_ deſtroyed. The wicked, however proſper- 


ous and ſucceſsful at firſt, if they periſh not 


- ſuddenly, will come to a fearful end, but the * 
afflictions and misfortunes of the righteous 


will be recompenced with a far more exceed- 


{ ©: 1, 
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ing > weight of glory hereafter. Let a man 
. ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, and 
he may be confident of the divine blefff ing 
upon every undertaking; he may reſt aſſur- 


* 


ed, that Gop will grant all his defires, and 8 
fulfil all his mind, and will divert every 


thing that might prove hurtful or prejudi- 
cial, either to his e or ſpiri tual in- 


tereſt. 
6. Another motive to repentance is, the 


conſideration of what Car1sT hath done 
for us. It is not poſſible for the ſinner, who 

ſeriouſly reflects upon the ſufferings of 
Cnxis r, and the gracious bleſſings he is 
entitled to from them, pardon of ſin and 
- everlaſting life, not to become the penitent. 


His griefs, his ſorrows were, even his blood 


was ſhed, for us. His ſufferings were bit- 
ter to him, the fruits of them ſweet to us. 
Who can behold his dying ſaviour, and not 
turn from his fins? The heathen will riſe 
up in judgment againſt, and condemn us, 
for not unto him, as unto us, have the gra- 
cious truths of the goſpel been revealed: he 
had no hope in a ſaviour, no promiſe of 
mercy, no gift of everlaſting life. How 
great then muſt our wickedneſs be, if we 


| Deight ſuch blefſings ! 1s it nothing to re- 
M3 deem 


rien uo Ns. | 
. Hed, deem our + ſouls from bell? Are the glories 
bot heaven not worth our acceptance? No 
=  _ Forks of our own could exempt us from 
Wet the one, nor any merit we have entitle us 
to the other. When Jonas preached, the 
Ni inevites repented. Have not we much 
greater cauſe to repent at the preaching of 


| 4 | *(CurisT? Their repentance releaſed them 
* only from a temporal evil, ours obtains for 

us an everlaſting good. The man, who 
mould prevent our falling from a precipice, 


deſerves our thanks; ; how much more 
Cuxisr, ho hath faved us from the gulph 
VY ” of perdition? His ſufferings were unger- 

{Wo gone for us, not for himſelf, whoſe wicked- 
neſs rendered us objects of wrath, not of 
mercy. Nothing is held fo infamous 

| amongſt mankind as ingratitude. If the 
little intereſted k indneſſes of our fellow crea- 
tures are ſo highly accounted of, much more 
the free mercies of Cx IST, for what he | 
requires of us, repentance, is of real benefit 
to us, none to him; when we ceaſe from 
_ _» fin, we ſerve not him, but ourſelves; fo 
that in the obligation confered, and the 
gratitude returned, the ultimate end is our 
perſonal and ſole happineſs. 


7. Ang» 


9 
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7. Another motive to repentance is the 
- glorious reward, that will follow upon it. 
A A few days over, and we ſhall reſt in peace. 
If repentance is unpleaſant, let us look to 
the fruit it produces, everlaſting life. 
Wbat are years of grief and ſorrow, ac- . 
companied with ſuch a reward? What an 
ineſtimable recompence for a repentance {@ *. 
ſhort! Could we but ſee the glories to be 
revealed, we ſhould think, that our repen- 
tance could not be too long, and millions 
of ages, inſtead of threeſcore years and ten, 
too ſhort to ſpend in the ſervice of Gop 
for ſo glorious an eternity.” If the preſent- 
life is painful and griveous, let us remems 
ber, that our afflictions are momentary; 
that we ſhall ſoon leave this earthly taber- 
nacle for an heavenly manſion, - where not 
' mourning and lamentation, but ſongs of love | 
and joy are heard. Unſpeakable glor x 
is prepared for us, the glimpſe of which * if 
put St. Paul into an ecſtacy. We ſhall be 
ever ſolacing ourſelves with eternal plea- 
ſures, - pleaſures worthy of the enjoyment of 
a reaſonable being. Avarice values no labour, * 
if he can add by it a ſingle mite to his maſſ/ 
bags of untold gold, nor is the ambitious 
| ee at the greateſt difficultics, even 


M 4 courts 
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courts them to be eſteemed the hero. The 
man of pleaſure will riſk his credit, his in- 
"tereſt, even his life, for the gratification 
of his Jaft, The drunkard and glutton 
will for the indulgence of his appetite en- 
dure the extreme torture of the gout and 
inflammation. Muſt not the chriſtian then 
bluſh, who will not undergo a little neceſ- 
diy ſelf denial and mortification, though 
he will gain heaven by it? Shall theſe ſeye- 
Tal perſons ſuffer ſo much for happineſs, 
When obtained, of ſhort duration, hurtful 
in the enjoyment,” and miſchievous in its ef- 
fects; and will the chriſtian think it hard 
| "#0 bree thoſe laws, which render his 
preſent life comfortable, and ſecure to him 
þ everlaſting bliſs ? No earthly delights what- 
| ever. can equal rational felicity. All the 

; _ glories of this world are of no value, when 

; compared with thoſe of the next. ö 
8. The laſt motive to repentance is the | 
day of judgment. There is a time fixed, 
when we ſhall all appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of CurisT, when all the ſecret 
| actions of our lives will be expoſed to pub. 
lic view; greatneſs will be entitled to no 
© favour, nor poverty raiſe the leaſt compaſ- 


* e the Fier and the beggar, without any 
| reſpect . 


= 
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reſpect to perſons, will be rewarded or 


puniſhed according to their works. We 


may by hypocriſy conceal our guilt here, 
or, when diſcovered, may by corruption 
clude the hand of juſtice ; but there is no 
making of an agreement with Gop for our 
ſoul, no impoſing upon heaven with the maſk 
of piety. When ſtanding at the bar of di- 
vine juſtice, what will the drunkard plead 
in excuſe for his intemperauce? What the 
- profane ſwearer for his oaths and blaſphe- 
mies? What the libertine for his luſt ? 
What can any ſinner have to offer, why the 
ſentence of eternal death ſhould not be pro- 
nounced againſt him for the wickedneſs he 
- hath committed? If therefore we would ap- 
pear with comfort at that ſolemn trial, we 
muſt now repent of our ſins; if otherwiſe, 
we ſhall ſee our folly, and. repent of it, 
| when it w1ll be too late. 


Ver | 


| Let us confider the comforts ating from 
repentance. 


r : The true and ſincere penitent re- 
ceives the pardon of all his fins, his tranſ- 
-  greſſions are blotted out, and his name en- 


* 


' 
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*tered into the book of life. He is no more 
conſidered as an offender againſt Gop, he is 
_ "eſteemed and valued by him as his friend, 
the evil he merited, being turned into good. 
No ſooner doth he reſolve to repent of his 
\ fins, but heaven accepts and pardons him. 


Every tear he ſheds, brings down a mercy 


from above. Sin ſeparated him from, re- 
pentance reconciles him to GOD. He 
whom conſcious guilt before tormented, is 
no comforted, Whit greater encourage- 
ment to repent, than that Gop will upon 


a a | fincere repentance ſo pardon our fins, 


that they ſhall never. be permitted to riſe up 
in judgment againſt us; that the little good 
we ſhall hereafter do, will be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance, and not one out of 
the multitude of fins we have committed, 
be ever charged to our account, but be bu- 
ried i in eternal oblivion. „ 
SECONDLY : Another comfort ariſing 

| 7 repentance is a ' quiet. conſcience. 
The forſaking of fin is always accompanied 
with peace of mind. The heavy heart is 
made light, ſorrow is turned into joy, up- 
-- braidings ceaſe, and fears of vengeance are 
at an end. Riches and honours are of lit- 
- tle eſtimation to the man, who is not eaſy 


within 
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| within himſelf, ahd nothing i is wanting to 
him, whoſe heart is right within him. 
Repentance makes conſcience, before an 
hell, a paradiſe, releaſes the finner from 
the dread of divine vengeance, and raiſes | 
him from a ſtate of deſpondency to the 
moſt lively and comfortable hopes; in- 


ſomuch that he who was lately accurſed, is 


now bleſſed of Gop. How pleaſing the _ 
refleQion, that he is taken out of a ſtate of 
© damnation, and placed by repentance in a 
* ſtate of grace, and inſtead of being bound 
in chains of perpetual darkneſs, is made 
heir to a kingdom of glory. | 
THIRDLY : The laſt comfort ariſing from 
repentance is at the hour of death. No 
dread of divine juſtice, no forebodings of 
future vengeance, trouble the penitent in 
his laſt moments. He hath nothing to 
make him afraid, or to diſturb his peace of 
mind; his expectation of mercy is ex- 
changed for the hopes of bliſs. His body 
indeed is afflicted, but his foul is at eaſe, 
his fins are repented of, his fins are pardon- 
ed, he reſigns his breath in full confidence 
of the completion of the gracious promiſe of 
eternal life, and at the day of judgment will 


— =” his Gop, not with diſmay and terrour 


ns his Judge, but with Joy and confidence 


* 
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as his faviour. - Such is the bleſlings of a] 
 fincere repentance, ſuch the happineſs it 
will produce at the laſt ſolemn period of 
life. A bleſſedneſs, which every one, when 
| he comes to die, is deſirous of enjoying; 
an happineſs, which every one wiſhes to 
obtain. The moſt abandoned profligate, 
though he lives not the life, would die the 
death of the righteous; though he will 
not forlake his fins, whilſt living, wou Id 
fain, when dying, be releaſed from the 

; terrours of death, and the dread of eternal 

' _ puniſhment. 


by 


THIRDLY, 


We ſhall conclude with a general exhor- 
„aden to the practice of repentance from the 
ent ſtate of morality and religion. 
Com plaints of the wickedneſs of the age, 
if common, are not leſs true. We would not 
alarm the public with imaginary fears, nor 
4 Tall the mind into a falſe ſecurity. Perhaps 
the time of vengeance is not come, we have 
- Tome merit to entitle us for the preſent to a 
_ reprieve. But do we grow better for this 
- mercy.? Is our wickedneſs decreaſed by it? 
Is not ſin, by the frequency of finning, and 


the . of Innen, leſs odious and VE 
IT; „ 
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lels deteſted? The moſt horrid murders, 
the moſt daring robberies, the moſt infa- 
mous frauds, the moſt deteſtable crimes, 
the moſt impudent lewdneſs are daily com- 

mitted, and practiſed. We make a boaſt of 
our wickedneſs, and glory in our ſhame, 
all the day long. Pride and luxury infect 
the whole, and what would refreſh and 
cheer the hearts of thouſands, is riotoully 
conſumed at a banquet for a few. If a man 
is wealthy and powerful, his vices will not 
leſſen his reſpe& and eſteem. The frau- 
dulent becomes the better man for cheat- 
ing his creditors; ihſtead of meeting with 
contempt and negle&, he acquires credit 
and wealth by his wickedneſs. ' Real objects 
of diſtreſs ſcarce merit notice, inſtead of te- 
lief often meet with a curſe. There 3 is no 
merit except in wealth, no virtue except in 
titles. Riches and honours give to the po- 
ſeſſor worth and wiſdom, without them 
whatever his abilities and piety may be, he 
will live neglected, and die in obſcurity. _ 
Our goodneſs principally conſiſts i in cen- 
ſuring our neighbour, and commending 
ourſelves. We lift up our eyes to heaven, 
when we hear of his follies, and are pur- 
blind to our own ; we cenſure them, we 
| forget 
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forget ourſelves, 5 We are wholly taken up 
in purſuit of our vain imaginations, and the 
" Falhionable delights of the times. Pleaſure 
ſucceeds pleaſure, entertainment follows 
entertainment. We take a pride in things, 
which ſhould make us aſhamed, and value 


ourſelves upon the excellencies of fools and 


madmen, equipage and dreſs. Worldly 
mindedneſs ſo much prevails amongſt the 
| Profeſſors of chriſtianity, that one would 


imagine CurisT's kingdom to be of this 


world, that this earth was the chriſtian I 


| ' paradiſe; fo little is the concern for futurity, 


ſo ſtrong the paſſion for preſent enjoyments, 
'The poor, the comfortleſs, the diſconio- 
late ſeem to be the only friends of religion, 
the wealthy and the great have nothing to 
do with it, till they have nothing more 


"to enjoy in this world, when religion in its 


turn will have nothing to do with them. 
How many only wear the garb of holineſs, 
who pay their devotion in muttering over 
a few prayers, to be ſeen of men, not ap- 
proved of Gop. There are ſo many modes 
of worſhip, ſo many contadictory opinions 
of religion, that we ſhould be puzzled to 
| know, what to believe, and what to practiſe, 


if we had not our bar to conſult upon the 
occaſion 
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- eccaſion. - Every man hath his teacher, and 
every man will worſhip Gop according to 

his own vain imagination. Who is to 

prevent him? He pleads his liberty. 
Liberty the birthright of Engliſhmen, the 
glorious privilege of chriſtians. Though 
many of the votaries of this popular god- 
deſs have rotted in a jail, or riſked their ſal- 
vation for their wanton zeal in her ſervice. 
The city is filled with deiſts at one end, 
and enthuſiaſts ſwarm at the other; the lat- 
ter, if their zeal is not according to know- 
ledge, ' are turned from unrighteouſneſs unto 
holineſs, but the former, whoſe knowledge 
exceeds their zeal, corrupt themſelves, and 
blaſpheme that holy. name, 985 which we : 
are called. 

The cauſe of this ĩs not to be wholly at- | 
tributed to the profligacy of the age, ſome- 
thing to the avarice and inattention of thoſe) _ __ 
who, when enriched with church prefer 
ments, leave chriſtianity to take care of her- 
ſelf, or commit the offices of religion to be 
performed by thoſe, whoſe principal time is 
employed in contriving means to preſerve _ 
tt⸗heir profeſſion from contempt, and their : 

families from ſtarving, whilſt they live in 

'_ _ eaſe and indolence. Reformation of man- 
Id | ners 


. 
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example ought to begin, amongſt the great, 
-unleſs ſome perſons appear leſs. greedy 
of filthy luere, and more deſirous of ſaving 
the ſouls of men; more anxious to preach 


_ the ſaving truths of the goſpel, and leſs 
ſolicitous to pamper- themſelves. Enthu- 
ſiaſm firſt ſprang from, and is ſtill ſupport» 


ed” by their covetouſneſs and negligence. 


Whilſt ſuch covetouſneſs and negligence 
| continue, zit will be impoſſible to convince 


the wealthy and the great, that there is any 
thing true, or the looſe and diforderly, that 
Were is any thing ſerious in religion: 
/- Sober diſcourſe is ſeldom heard, wit with 
vt obſcenity is not attended to, and there 
is no mitth without intemperance. To at- 
. tempt a reforination,” ſeems to be a deſpe- 
rate affair. Some are ſo conceited to think, 
rchey Want no inſtruction, whilſt others are 


too proud to liſten to it; ſome ate too rich 


to regard it, and others ſo deſperately wick · 
ed as not to be influenced by it. We have 


godlineſs. Hypocriſy, though not profitable 
to a man's ſelf, is ſo far commendable, 
that it checks the evil of bad example, and 
is SUNNY amen of the amiable» 


5 neſs | 


PLE 


- 
loſt not only the power, but the form of 
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neſs and excellency of virtue. But hypo- 


criſyſ is now thought to be, what indeed it 


always was, a ſin. For, who is afraid to 
publiſh his follies? Who endeavours to 


ſecrete them? Who is aſhamed of com 


mitting them? Nay, if we attend to 
the pleaſure ſome take in relating, and others 
in hearing, their drunken feats, their mid- 
night madneſs and debaucheries, inſtead of 
ſin being a ſhame, it may be accounted 
ſhameful in a man not to ſin. The wicked 
even contend for a ſuperiority in wickedaeſ/ 
as if it was meritorious to be in league with 
the devil, a glory to ſet the ALMIGHTY. at 
defiance, and an happineſs to be excluded 
the kingdom of heaven. How ſhocking 


to decency and ſenſe to hear men hourly 


calling upon Gop to damn them, who 
ſhould employ every moment of their lives 
in ſoliciting the mercy of God to ſave them. 


One would imagine ſuch wretches even 


deſpaired of damnation, they labour ſo ear- 
neſtly after it. 


Of avarice and oppreſſion there is is no end. 


Every one, who hath the opportunity, en- 


riches himſelf by diſtreſſing the poor. The 


ubles of their oppreflors ate ſpread with all 
- manner of dainties and delicacies, whilſt 


they are conſuming with hunger and thirſt, 
et” with 


- 


— 
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with cold and nakedneſs. It is the curſe 
of the poor, added to our impiety and 


wickednels, which hovers over- this land, 5 
and unleſs the one is relieved; and the ** 93 
checked. We {hall become, from a flou- 
riſhing and reſpectable, a miſerable _ con- * 
temffende pepe 

To what are the feuds and een 
the“ ſealoußies and animoſities amongſt the 
great owing? Why this contempt of mã- 
giſtracy,” this inſolence to ſovereignty ? 


Why are charaQers, from their ſtate and 


dignity claiming ''reſpe& and reverence, 
treated with the utmoſt diſdain and ſcurrili- 


ty; made the ſubjects of the moſt lewd 
ſongs and vile jeſting, which reflect the 


higheſt diſhonour upon our holy religion, 
and are a diſgrace even to humanity itſelf? 
Why are the councils of the nation con- 
fuſed and unſettled? Why this alarming 
diſquietude at home, and rumours of re- 


bellion from abroad? Why ſuch greedineſs 


of gain, and ſeeking after reward? Why 
this dearth and ſcarcity for ſo many years 


paſt? Why theſe unuſual ſtorms and tem- 


peſts, thunderings, lightnings, and rain? 


Why eat we not the good of the land? 


Why this poverty, diſcontent, and leanneſs? 
Theſe, alas! are proofs of our guilt, ſigns 


of 


' 
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of Gopꝰs diſpleaſure, and if ie 
them, moſt ane nen of er 
tance. L % ROI 

If we refle. apa 1 things. we m 
repent, unleſs Gop hath ſent forth a an 
of infatuation amongſt us, by giving us,over 
to a reſtleſs, clamoroug, factious, and: per- 
verſe humour, and our ruin, by having fil- 
led up the meaſure of our iniquities, is ines 
vitable. Every one knows; that he ought to 
repent. Every one knows, that Gon will 
not always pardon; that he will not ſuffer his 
glory to be trampled upon with impu- 
nity for ever; that if his warnings are diſ- 
regarded, and his forbearing mercies deſpi- 
ſed, he will execute his wrath, It is repen- 
tance alone, that can procute a reſpite of 
divine judgments upon the land, a perſiſt- 
ing jin wickedneſs will condemn it. If we 
will not turn unto the Lok p, he will over- 
turn us; 3 if we will not rent our hearts, he 
will cut us off from being a people. What 
remains of the grandeur and magnificence' 
of the city and temple of Jeruſalem ? Look 
we to Babylon, the pride and glory of na- 
tions? Are not her cities laid waſte, and 
herſelf deſolate without an inhabitant? 
What is left of ancient Tyre, the grand mart 
Nia e 


x80 "SERMONS. 
luke our own) of all nations, the ſtorehouſe 
— whoſe merchants were 
8. whoſe traffickers were the honoura- 
Fthe tatth? The joyous city is now no 
e ſtrong holds are deſtroyed, and 
not an houſe to enter into. If theſe people 

and nations did not, ſhall we, eſcape ? If 
we ſin like them, we ſhall-ſuffer like them. 
If wickedneſs deſtroyed them, will impeni- 
tency ſave us? The ſword, which devoured 


cutity but in repentance, and the quicker 


that is, the ſooner will the evils com- 


plained of be  leflened, - and removed. 
Notwithſtanding theſe dreadful examples of 


divine juſtice, ſome may flatter themſelves, 


that we ſhall eſcape it. This is a divine de- 


luſion, not a divine comfort, there is nei- 
ther peace nor ſafety, without repentance, 
and obedience. It is hard to convince 


make the fioner ſenſible of his folly, till he 
ſuffers from the effects of it; who are in- 


credulous as Lot, whoſe deliverers could 
not perſuade him to leave Sodom, before he 


| ſmelt the ſulphur, and ſaw mo fire te 
ing from ben. 
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them, will not ſpare us. There i is no ſe- 


-theſe, perſons of their errour, as it is to 


| 


S RMO . 
© To'prevent'the ruin of our Mbff exc g- 
lent conſfitutibn, which the preſent circuen⸗ 
landes of things ſeem to threaten, it ap. 
pears fo be abſolutely neceſfary, not only, 
by j juſt and conſtitational, not ' compulliye ; 
| and forcible” methods, to recover the Jo} 
_ veneration for the laws, the , magiſtrary, 
ind the ſovereign authority of the realm, 

[without I N Fenton and 
to Tevive A general exam an eſteem 
for religions [without which.  gover ument 
cannot cohfide in the obedience' its mem- 
bers, and to the want of which both in the 
noble and ignoble the preſent diſturbances 

may in a great meaſure be attributed ;] but 
alſo to checke that alarming ſpirit of luxury, 
which hath extended itſelf to every claſs:of 
people, and to introduce and eneourage fru: 
gality and œconomy among us. The re- 
vival of ſumptuary laws is now highly ex- 
pedient, to reſtrain and confine perſons of 
every order and rank to fuch-expences in 
dreſs, equipage, and living, ag are ſuitable 
to and conſiſtent with their own cireum- 
ſtances, and particular ſtations in Ife. 
When expentes exceed the annual produce 
of their places, eſtates, or trade, they na- 
turally grow diſcontented and uneaſy, and 
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niature of the Se of the times. 


Though contracted the ſceteb the neceffi- 
ty of a reformation is vifible. Let every 


ode of us ſeriouſly lay theſe things to his 
heart, and immediately enter upon the im- 


portant work of repentance. Not one of us, 


if we will put the matter home to our con- 


ſcience, but knows, that he wants amend- 


ment, and is. ſenſible; that there is no ſal- 


vation without it. Alas! all have finned, 
all have failed in their duty to Gop, all 


have reaſon to fear his juſtice, for none have 


deſerved 


quite, 0 deſ⸗ 


= 
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diderved his inercy. Let us thb out W. 
 Veral ſtations be ſober and*honeſtF* not fol- 
lowing the vain imaginations of Vor * 
evil hearts, but walking in the comman 
ments of the Loxp hlameleſs; being found 
not vers of pleaſüre, but lovers of Gop, 
"This alone will make the preſent life com- 
fortable, this one make our latter end 
bleſſed, this alone preſerve the happineſs 
and proſperity of our Jeruſalem, If ſuch. 
are the fruits of repentance, let us thorough- 
ly cleanſe and purify our ſouls from fin, and 
may Gop renew a right ſpirit within us, 
and for the merits of his beloved ſon give 
us pardon and peace, both now and for 
ever. 
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